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LETTERS 

OF LADY MARY 

WORTLEY MOOTAGUE. 



some pleasure in letting you know that I have safely 
passed the sea, though we had the ill fortune of a 
storm. We were persuaded hj the captain of the 
yacht to set out in a calm, and he pretended there 
was nothing so easy as to tide it over; but, after two 
days slowly moving, the wind blew so hard, that none 
of the sailors could keep their feet, and we were all 
Sunday night tossed very handsomely. I never saw a 
man more frighted than the captain. For my part, I . 
have been so lucky, neither to suffer from fear nor 
sea-sickness ; though, I confess, I was so impatient to 
see myself once more upon dry land, that I ivonld not 
stay till the yacht conld get to Rotterdam, but went 
in the long-boat to Helvoetsluys, where we had voi- 
tures to carry us to the Briel. I was charmed with 
the neatness of that little town; but my arrival at 
Rotterdam^ presented me a new scene of pleasure. 

All the streets are paved with broad slot.. 'anl 
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• before manv of tUe meanest artificers doors are pla- 
ced seats 6f various-coloured marbles) so neatly kept, 

*• that-1 assure you, I walked almost all over the town 
yesterday, incognito, in my slippers, without re- 
ceiving one spot of dirt ; and yon may see the Dutch 
maids washing the pavement of the .street with more 
application than ours do our bed-chambers. The town 
seems so full of people, with such busy faces, ail in 
motion, that I can hardly fancy it is not some celo-* 
brated fair; hut I see it is every day the same. ’Tis 
■ ■ certain no town can be more advantageously situated 
for commerce. Here are seven large canals, on which 
the merchant ships come up to the very doors of 
their houses. The shops and warehouses are of a sur- 
prising neatness and magnificence, filled with an in- 
credible quantity of fine merchandize, and so much 
cheaper than what we see jn England, that I have 
much ado to persuade myself I am .still so near it. Here 
is neither dirt nor beggary to be seen. One is not 
shocked with those loathsome cripples, so common 
in London, nor teized with the importunity of idle 
fellows and w;enc&es, that chuse to be nasty and l.izy. 
The common servants and little shop-women, here, 
are more nicely clean than most of our ladies : and 
the great variety of neat dresses (every woman dress- 
iug her head after her own fashion) is an additional 
pleasure in seeing the towm. You see, hitherto, I 
make no complaint, dear .sister; and if I continue to 
like travelling as well as I do at present, I shall not 
repent my project. It will go a great way in making 
satisfied with it, if it affords me an opportunity 
of entertoiping you. But it is not from liyolland, that 
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OF LADY MONTAGUE. 7 

yon mnst expect a disinterested offer. 1 can write 
enough in the stile of Rotterdam, to tell yon plainly, 
in one word, that 1 expect retnrns of all the London 
news. You see I have already learnt to make a good 
bargain, and that it is not for nothing I will so mnch 
as tell you, I am your affectionate sister. 


II. To Mrs. S . 

Hague, Aug. 5, O. S. 1716. 

]. MAKE haste to tell yon, dear madam, that, after 
all the dreadfnl fatigues you threatened me with, I 
am hitherto very well pleased with loy journey. We 
take care to make such short stages every day, that 
1 rather fancy myself upon parties of pleasure than 
upon the road * and sore nothing can be more agree- 
able than travelling in Holland. The whole country 

Cl V 

appears a large garden; the roads are w^eli paved, 
shaded on each side with rows of trees, and bordered 
with I.irge canals, full of boats passing and repassing, 
livery twenty paces gives you the prospect of some 
villa, and every four hours, that of a large town, so ' 
surprizingly neat, lam snre you w’onld be charmed 
with thefii. The place I am now at is certainly one 
of the finest villages in the world. Here are several 
.squares finely built, and (what I think a particular 
beauty) the whole set with thick lar;ie trees. The Voor- 
hontis,at the same time, the Hyde-Pavk and Mall of the 
people of qualify; foe thev take the air in it both on 
foot and in coaches. Therfe are shops for wafers, cool 
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liquors, etc. I liave been to see several of the most 
celebrated gardens, bat 1 will not teize yon with their 
descriptions. I dare swear you think my letter already 
long enough. Rut 1 must not conclude without beg- 
ging your pardon, -for not obeying your commands, 
in sending tbe lace you ordered me. Upon my word, 
I can yet find none that is not dearer than yon may 
buy it in London. If you want any India goods, here 
are great variety of penny-worths, and I shall follow 
your orders with great pleasure and exactne.ss, being. 

Dear madam, etc. etc. 


III. To Mrs. S. C. 

Nimeguen, Aug. i3, O.S. 1716 . 

I AM extremely sorry, my dear S., that yonr fears 
of disobliging your relations, and their fears for your 
\ health and safety, have hindered me from enjoying 
the happiness of your company, and you the pleasure 
of a diverting joui^ney. I receive some degree of mor- 
tification from every agreeable novelty, Or pleasing 
prospect, by the reflection of yonr having so nn- 
Inckily missed the delight which I know it would 
have given you. If you were with me in this town, ' 

you would be ready to expect to receive visits from I 

your Nottingham friends. No two places were ever 
more resembling ; one has but to give the Maese the 
name of the Trent, and there is no di.stinguishing 
the prospect. The houses, like those of Nottingham, J 

arc built one above another, and are intermixed, in ! 
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^he same manner, with trees and gardens. The tower, 
I hey call Julius Cesar's, has the same situation ^with 
Nottingham castle; and 1 cannot help fancying 1 see 
i'rom it the Trent-field, Adboulton, places so well 
known to us. ’Tis true, the fortifications make a con- 
siderable difference. All the learned in the art of war 
bestow great commendations on them ; for my part, 
that know nothing of the matter, I shall content 
myself with telling you, *tis a very pretty walk on 
the ramparts, on which there is a tower, very deser- 
vedly called the Relvidera, where people go to drink 
coflee, tea, etc. and enjoy one of the finest prospects 
in the world. The pnblick walks have no great beauty, 
but the thick shade of the trees, which is solemnly, 
delightful. But I must not forget to take notice of 
the bridge, which appeared very snrprizlng to me. 
It is large enough to hold hundreds of men, with 
horses and carriages. They give the value of an Eng- 
lish two-pence to get npon it, and then away they go, 
bridge and all, to the orhcr side of the river, with so 
slow a motion, one is hardly sensible of any at all. 
1 was yesterday at the French church . and stared very 
nmch at their manner of service. The parson clapped 
on a broad-brimmed hat in. the first place,, which 
gave him entirely the air of, what d'ye call him, in 
Bartholomew. fair, which he kept up by extraordi- 
nary antick gestures, and preaching much such stuff, 
as t’other talked to the puppets. However, the con- 
gregation seemed to receive it with grc^t devotion; 
and I was informed by some of his flock, that he is 
a person of particular, fame amongst them. I believe, 
1 ^. this time, you are as^uuch tired with my account 

• ^ ^ A « 
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of him, as I was with his sermon ; but I am surtyonr 
brother will exense a digression in favour of the 
church of England. You know, speaking disrespect- 
fully of the Calvinists, is the same thing as speaking 
honourably of the church. Adieu, my dear f>., always 
remember me, and be assured I can never forget you, 
etc. etc. 


IV. T o L A D Y . 

Cologn, Aug. i6, O.S. 1716. 

I V my lady could have any notions of the fa- 

tigues that I have suffered these two last days, I am 
sure she would own’Ht a great proof of regard, that 
I now sit down to write to her. We hired horses from 
Nimegnen hither, not having the conveniency of the 
post, and found but very indifferent accommodations 
at Reinberg, our first stage; but it was nothing to 
what I suffered yesterd-iy. We were in hopes to reach 
Cologn ; our horses tired at Slamel, three hours from 
it, where I was forcetl to pass the night in my clothes, 
in a room not at all better than a hovel; for though 
* I have my bed with me, I had no mind to undress, 
where the wind came from a thousand places. We left 
this wretched lodging at day-break, and about six 
this morning came safe here, where I got immediate- 
ly into bed. I slept so well for three hours, that I 
foand myself perfectly recovered, and have had spi- 
rits enough to go and see all that is curious in the 
town, that is to say, the churches, for here is nothing 
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dsc seeihg. Tills is a very large town, bat the 

most part of it is old built. The J esuits’ church, which 
is the neatest, was shewed me, in a very complaisant, 
manner, by a handsome young Jesuit, who, not know- 
ing who I was, took a liberty in his compliments and 
railleries, which very much diverted me. Having never 
before seen any thing of that nature, I could not 
enough admire the magnificence of the altars, the' 
rich images of the saints (aH massy silver)., and the 
enchasures of tiie relicks, though I could not help 
murmuring in my heart at the profasion of pearls, 
diamonds, and rubies, bestowed on the adornment of 
rotten teeth and dirty r.igs. I own that 1 had wicked- 
ness enough to covet St. Ursula’s pearl necklace; 
though perhaps this was no wickedness at all, au' 
image not being certainly one’s neighbour; but I went 
yet further, and wished the wench herself converted 
into dressing plate. 1 should also gladly see converted 
into silver a great St. Christopher, which I imagine 
would look very well in a cistern. These were my 
pions reflections; though I was veiy well satisfied to 
see, piled up to the honour of our nation, the skulls 
of the eleven thonsand virgins. I have seen some 
hundreds of relicks here, of no less consequence; 
bat I will not imitate the common style of travellers' 
so far as to give you a list of them, being persuaded 
that yon have no manner of cariosity for the titles- 
given to jaw-hones, and bits of worm-eaten wood.' - 
Adien. I am just going to supper, where I shall drink 
your health in an admirable sort of Lorrain wine;' 
which 1 am sure is the same yon call Bat^ndy in 
London, .etc. etc. . - - ... - 
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V. To THE COUWTESS OF B . 

J 

Nuremberg, Aug. 9.a, O. S. 1716. 

A.FTEB five days travelling-post, I could not sit 
down to write on any other occasion than to tell my 
dear Lady, that I have not forgot her obliging com- 
mand of sending her some acconnt of my travels. 

I have already pa.ssed a large part of Germany, have 
seen all that is remarkable in Cologn, ^Frankfort, 
Wurlsburg, and tliis place. ’Tis impossible not to 
observe the dilfcrence between the free towns, and 
those nnder the government of absolute princes, as 
all the little sovereigns of Germany are. In the first 
there appears an air of commerce and plenty; the 
streets are well built, and full of people neatly and 
plainly dressed ; the shops are loaded with merchan- 
dize, and the commonalty are clean and cheerful. In 
the other you see a sort of shabby finery, a number 
of dirty people of quality tawdered out ; narrow nasty 
Btreelis out of repair, wretchedly thin of inhabitants, 
and above balf of the common sort asking alms. I 
cannot help fancying one under the figure of a clean \ 
Dutch citizen’s wife, and the other hke a poor town-. { 
lady of pleasure, painted, and ribboned out in her j 
head-dress, with tarnished silver-laced shoes, a rag- f 
ged under-petticoat, a miserable mixture of vice and* 
poverty. — They have sumptuary laAS in this town,, 
winch distinguish their rank by their dress, prevent j 
the excess which ruins so many other cities, and baa ” 
a more agreeable effect to the eye of a stranger^ than 
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oor fashions. L need not be ashamed to ovs'n that 1 
wish these laws were in force in other parts of the 
world. When one considers impartially the merh of 
a rich suit of clothes in most places, the respect and 
the smiles of favour it procures, not to speak of the 
envy and the sighs it occasions (which is very often 
the principal charm to the wearer), one is forced to 
confess that there is need of an uncommon under- 
standing, to resist the temptation of pleasing friends, 
and mortifying rivals ; and that it is natural to young 
people to fall into a folly which betrays thein to that 
want of money, which is the source of a thousand 
basenesses. What numbers of men have begtin the 
world with generous inclinations, that have after- 
wards been the instruments of bringing misery on 

0 \vhole people, being led by a vain expence into 
debts that they could clear no other way, but by the 
forfeit of their honour, and %\hich they never could 
have contracted, if the respect the multitude pays to 
habits was fixed by law, only to a particular colour 
or cut of plain cloth ! Thc.se reflections draw -after 
them others that are toojuelaiioholy. I will make 
haste to put them out of your head by the farce of 
relicks, with which 1 have been entertained in all 
Komi.sh churches. 

I’he Lutherans are not quite free from these follies. 

1 have set-u here iu the principrd cluirch a large piece 
of the cioss set iu jewels, and the point of the spear^ 
wliich, (hev told me very gravely, was the same that 
pierced the side ol our Saviour. Kut I was particularly 
diverted iu a little Homan catboHck church, which i0 
permitted here,.w'hcre the professora of that religioa 

2 
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are not very rich, and consequently cannot adorn 
their images in so rich a manner as their neighbours ; 
for 'not to be quite destitute of all finery, they have 
dressed up an image of our Saviour over the altar, in 
a fair full-bottomed wig, very well powdered, I ima- 
g'ine I see your ladyship stare at this article, of which 
you very much doubt the veracity : but, upon my 
word, I have not yet made use of the privilege of a 
traveller, and my whole account is written with the 
same plain sincerity of heart, with which I assure 
you that I am, dear madam. Yours, etc. etc. 


. VI. To Mrs. P . 

Ratisbon, Aug. 3 o, O.S. 1716. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving yours but the day 
before I left I^ndon. I give you a thousand thanks 
for your good w'ishes, and have such an opinion of 
their efficacy, that I am persuaded I owe in part to 
them the good luck of having proceeded so far in my 
long journey without any ill accident; for I don't 
reckon it any to have been stopped a few days in 
this town by a cold, since it has not only given me 
an opportunity of seeing all that is enrions in it, but 
of making some acquaintance with the ladies, who 
have all been to see me with great civility, particu- 
larly madame , the wife of our king’^ envoy 

from Hanover. She has carried me to all the assem* 
hlies, and I have been magnificently entertained at 
her house, which is one of the finest here. You know 
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that alV the nobility of this place are envoys from' 
different states. Here are a great nnmber of them, 
they might pass their time agreeably enongh, if 
they were less delicate on the. point of ceremony. Bnt 
instead of joining in the design of making the town 
as pleasant to one another as they can, and improving 
their little societies, they amase themselves no other 
way than with perpetual quarrels, which tl^ey take 
care to eternize, by leaving them to their successors ; 
and an envoy to flatisbon receives regularly half a 
dozen quarrels among the perquisites of his employ • 
ment. You may be sure the ladies are not wanting, 
on their side, in cherishing and improving those im« 
portant piques, which divide the town almost in as 
many parties as there are families. They chuse rather 
to suffer the mor rib cation of sitting almost alone on 
their assembly nights, than to recede one jot from 
their pretensions. 1 have not been here above a week, 
and yet I have heard from almost every one of them 
the whole history of their wrongs, and dreadful com- 
plaints of the injustice of their neighbours, in hopes 
to draw me to their party. But I think it very prndent 
to remain neuter, though if I was to stay amongst 
them, there would be no possibility of continuing so, 
their quarrels running so bigh, that they will not be 
civil to those that visit their adversaries. The foiiiida- 
lion of these everlasting disputes turns entirely upon 
rank, placed and’ the title of excellency, which they 
ail pretend to, and, what is very hard,' will give to 
no body. For my part, I could not forbear advising 
them (for the publick good) to give the title of ex- 
oellency to every body^ which would include the 
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receiving it from every body ; but the very mention 
of such a dishonourable peace was received with aa 
much indignation, as Mrs. Blackacre did the motion 
of a reference: and indeed I began to think myself 
ilbnatnred, to offer to take from them, in a town 
where there are so few diversions, so entertaining an 
amusement. I know that my peaceable disposition 
already gives me a very ill figure, and that it is pu- 
blickly whispered as a piece of impertinent pride in 
me, that I have hitherto been saucily civil to every 
body , as if I thought no body good enongh to quar- 
rel with. 1 should be obliged to change my behaviour, 
if I did not intend t'o pursue my journey in a few 
days. 1 have been to see the churches here, and ha4 
the permission of touching the relicks, which was 
never suffered in places where I was not known. I 
had, by this privilege, an opportunity of making an 
observation, whi^, 1 doubt not, might have been 
made in all the other churches, that the emeralda 
and rubies, which they shew round their relicks and 
images, are most of them false; thdugh they tell you 
that many of the crosses and madonas set round 
with these stones have been the gifts of emperors 
and other great princes. I don’t doubt indeed but 
they were at first jewels bf value; but the good fa- 
thers have found it convenient to apply them to 
other uses, and the people are just as w'ell satisfied 
with bits of glass amongst these relicks. They shewed 
me a prodigious claw set in gold, which they called 
the claw' of a griffin ; and I could not forbear asking 
the reverend priest that shewed it, whether the grif- 
fin was a saint.^ The question almost put him beside 
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his {jravlty ; bnt he answered they only kept it as a 
curiosity. I was very much scandalized at a large sil- . 
ver image of tl^e .Trinity, where the Father is repre- 
sented under the figure of a decrepit old man, with 
a beard down to his knees, and a triple crown upon 
his head, holding .in his arms the Son fixed on the 
cross, and the Holy Ghost, in the shape of a dove, 
hovering over him. Madame is come this mi- 

nute to call me to the assembly, ami forces me to 
tell you very abruptly, that I aju ever your,, etc. etc. 


Vll. To IrrtE ^ociTtEiS or-i — 

/. Vienna, Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 

I XM.now, my dear sister, safely arrived at Vienna, and , 
I thank God, have not at all suffered in my health, 
nor, what is dearer to me, in that of iny child, by 
all our fatignes. W e travelled by water from Ratisbon, 
a journey perfectly agreeable, down the Danube, in 
one of those little ve.ssels that they very properly 
call wooden houses, having in them all the conve- 
niencies of a palace, stoves in the chambers, kitchens, 
etc. They arc rowed by tw'clve men each, and with 
such incredible swiftness, that in the same da\ von 
have the pleasure of a vast variety of prospects, and 
within the space of a few hours you have the plea- 
sure of seeing a populous city adorned with niagnj- 
iicent palaces, and the most roinantick solitudes, 
which appear distant from the commerce of man- 
kind, the banks of the Danube being charmingly 
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diversified vrith woods, rocks, mountains covered 
witli vines, fields of corn, large cities, and mins of 
ancient castles. I saw the great towns of Eassau and' 
Lintz, fainons for the retreat of the "imperial* court, ‘ 
when Vienna was besieged. This town, which has 
the honour of being the emperor’s residence, did not 
at all answer my expectation, nor ideas of it, being 
much less than I expected to find it; the streets are 
very close, and so narrow, one cannot observe the 
fine fronts of the palaces, though many of them very 
•well deserve observation, being truly magnificent. 
They are all built of fine white stone, and are ex- 
cessive high. For as the town is too little for the 
number of the people that desire to live in it, the 
builders seem to have projected to repair that mis- 
fortune, by clapping one town on the top of another, 
most of the houses being of five, and some of them 
six stories. You may easily imagine that, the streets 
being so narrow, the rooms are extremely dark, and 
what is an inconveniency much more intolerable in 
my opinion, there is no bouse has so few as five o» 
six families in it. The apartments of the greatest 
ladies, or even of the ministers of state, are divided, 
but by a partition, from that of a taylor or shoe- 
maker; and I know no body that has above two 
floors in any bouse, one for their own use, and one 
higher for their servants. Those that have bouses of 
their own let out the rest of them to whoever will 
take them, and thus the grtat stairs (which are all of 
stone) are as common and as dirty as the street. ’Tis 
true, when you have once travelled through them, 
QOthiDg can be more surpriziugly magnificent than 
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apartments. They are coinmpoJy a suit of eighty 
or ten large rooms, all inlaid, the doors and windows 
richly carved and gilt, and the furniture such, as is 
seldom seen iu the palaces of soveieigp princes in 
other countries. Their apartments ore adorned with 
bangings of the finest tapestry of Brussels, prodigious 
large looking-glasses in silver frames, fine japan tables, 
beds, chairs, canopies, and window-cartains of the 
richest Genoa damask ot velvet, almost covered with 
gold lace or embroidery. All. this is mode gay by 
pictures and vast jars of japan china, and large lustres 

of rock crystal. 1 have alreadv had the honour of 

• * 

being invited to dinner by several of the lirst people 
of quality, and I must do them the just.ee to say, the 
good taste and magniiicence of their tables very well 
answer .to that of their furniture. 1 have been more 
than once entertained with different dishes of meat, 
nil served in silver, and well dressed, the desert pro- 
portionable, served in the finest china. But the va- 
riety and richness of their wines is what appears the 
most surprizing, llie coustantway is to lay a list of 
their names upon the plates of ihe guests along with 
the napkins, and I have counted several times to the 
number of eighteen different sorts, ail exquisite' in 
their kinds. I was yesterday at count Schoonhourn^ 
the vice-chancellor's garden, where 1 was invited 
dinner. 1 mnst own I never saw a place so perfectly 
delightful as the fuubourg of Vieuua. It is veiy 
large, and almost wholly composed of delicious pa-- 
laces. If the emperor found it proper to permit the- 
fates of the town to be laid open, that the fnubonrtfSi 
might he joined to if, lie wuuldhave one of the largest. 
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and best built cities iu Europe. Count Sohoonboniii^s 
Villa is one of the.mopt ma^piificeDt ; the furaittire 
all rich brocades^ so well fancied and fitted np^ no* 
thing can look more gay and splendid ; not to speak 
of a gallery full of rarities of coral, mother of pearly 

and throughout the whole house a profusion of gild- 

% 

ing, carving, fine paintings, the most beautiful por- 
celain , statues of alabaster and ivory, and vast orange 
.and lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner was per- 
fectly fine and well ordered, and made still more 

agreeable by the good h'umonr of the count. I have 

✓ 

.not yet been at court, being forced to stay for my 
gown, without which there is ho waiting on the em- 
press; thongh I am* not without great impatience to 
see a beauty that has been the admiration of so many 
different nations. Wh^h I have had that hbnonr, I 
will not fail to let you know ray real thohghts, always 
taking a particular pleasure in communicatihg them 
to' my dear sister. 


VIII. To Mr. P . 

« ' 

Vienna, Scpteifiber i/f, O.S. 

Pbk HAPS you’ll laugh at mC, for thanking you very 
gravely for all the oWiging concern you express for' 
me.' ’Tis certain that I may^ if I please^ take the fine 
things you say to me for xvit and raillery, and it may 
be it would he taking them right. But I never, in ihy 
life, was half so well disposed to take you in eariiest,' 
, as I am at present;* and that distance, which -makes 
' . y 
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the contimiatioa of yoai frieadship improbable, Las 
▼ery macb increased my faith in it. 1 find that 1 have, 
as well as the rest of my sex, (whatever face I set on’t) 
a strong; disposition to believe in miracles. Don’t 
fancy, however, that I am infected by the air of these 
popish countries ; I have, indeed, so far wandered 
from the discipline of the cburcli of England, as to 
liave been last snnday at the opera, which was per- 
formed in the garden of the favorita, and I was so 
xnach pleased with it, I have not yet repented my 
seeing it. Nothing of that kind ever was more magni- 
Hcent ; and I can easily believe, what I am told, that 
the decorations and habits cost the emperor thirty 
thousand pounds sterling. The stage was built over 
a very large canal, and, at the beginning of the second 
act, divided info two parts, discovering the water, on 
which there immediately came from different parts 
two fleets of little gilded vessels, that gave the reprcr 
aentation of a naval fight. It is not easy to imagine 
the beauty of this scene, which I took particular no- 
tice of': but all the rest were perfectly fine in their 
kind. The story of the opera was the enchantment of 
Alcina, which gives opportunities for great variety 
of machines and chapges of the scenes, which are 
performed with a surprizing swiftness. The theatre 
is so large that ’tis hard to carry the eye to the end 
of it; and the habits, in the utmost magnificence, to 
the number of one hundred and eight. No house 
could hold such large decorations ; but the ladies all 
pitting in the open air, exposes them to great incon- 
veniencies; for there is but one canopy for the im- 
perial family ; and, the first night it was represented. 
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a heavy shower of rain happening, the opera was 
broke off, and the company crowded away in snch 
confusion, that I was almost squeezed to death. 
* — But if their operas are thus delightful, their co- 
nledies are in as high a degree ridiculous. They have 
but one play-house where I was curious to go to a 
German comedy, and was very glad it happened to 
he the story of Amphytrion. As that subject has been 
already bandit by a Latin, French, and English poet, 
I was curious to see what an Austrian author would 
make of it. I understood enough of that language 
to comprehend the greatest part of it, and besides I 
took with me a lady that had the goodness to explain 
to me every word. The way is to take a box which 
holds four, for yonrself and company. The fixed 
price is a gold ducat. 1 thought the house very low 
and dark ; but I confess the comedy admirably recom- 
pensed that defect. I never laughed so much in my 
life. It begun mth Jupiter’s falling in love out of a 
peep-hole in the clouds, and ended with the birth of 
Hercules. But what was more pleasant was the use 
Jupiter made of his metamorphosis, for you no 
sooner saw him under the figure of Amphytrion, 
but, instead of flying to Alcmena with the raptures 
B4r. Dryden puts into his mouth, he sends for Am- 
phytriOu’s taylor, and cheats him of a laced coat, and 
his banker of a bag of money, a jew of a diamond 
ring, and bespeaks a great supper in his name; and 
the greatest part of the comedy turns upon poor 
Amphytrion’s being tormented by these people for 
their d^bts. Mercury uses Sosia in the same manner. 
Bnt I could not easily pardon the liberty the poet 
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lias taken of larding his play with not only indecent 
expressions, but such gross words as I don’t think ' 
onr mob would suffer from a mountebank. Besides, 
the two Sosias, fairly let down their breeches in the 
direct view of the boxes, which were fnll of people 
of the first rank, that seemed very well pleased with 
their entertainment, and assured me this was a ce- 
lebrated piece. 1 shall conclude my .letter with this 
remarkable relation, very well worthy the serious 
consideration of Mr. Collier. 1 won’t trouble yon 
with farewell compliments, which I think generally 
as impertinent as curtesies at leaving the room, when' 
the visit has been too long already. 


IX.* -To TH* Cocjutess or . 

Vienna, September i4, O. S. - 

HTbough I have so lately troubled yon, my dear 
sister, with a long letter, yet I w ill keep my promise 
in giving ;^ou an account of my first going to courts 
In order to that ceremony, 1 was squeezed up in a 
^own, and adorned with a gorget and the other im- 
plements thereunto belonging, a dress very inconve- 
nient, bat which certainly shows the neck and shape 
to great advantage. 1 cannot forbear giving ypu some 
description of the fashions here, which are more 
monstrous and contrary to all common sense and 
reason, than ’tis possible for you to imagine. They 
bpild certain fabricks of gauze on their heads, abpu^ 
a yard high, consisting of tbrecor four stories, 
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\vith nainberlea* yards of heavy ribbon. 1 he foiinda- 
ttoo of this stracture is a thing they call 9 bourlet, 
which is exactly of the same shape and kind, but ' 
about four times as big, as those rolls our prudent 
niilk-niaids make use of to fix their pails upon. This 
machine they cover with their owu hair, yvhich they 
mix with a great deal of false, it being a particular 
beanty to have their heads too large to go into a 
moderate tub. ITieir hair is prodigiously powdered ' 
to conceal the mixture, and set out with three or 
four -TOWS of bodkins wonderfully large ( that slick 
out two or three inches from their hair), made of 
diamonds, pearls, red, green, and yellow stones, that 
it certainly requires as much art and experience tq 
* carry the load upright, as to dance upon May-day 
with the garland. Their whalebone petticoats ontdo 
ours by several yards circumference, and cover some 
acres of ground. Yon may easily suppose how thi* 
extraordinary dress sets off and improves the natural 
ugliness with which God Almighty has been pleased 
to .endow them, generally speaking. Even the lovely 
empress herself is obbged to comply, in some degree, 
with the.se absurd fashions, which they would not 
quit for all the world. I had a private audience (ac- 
cording to ceremony) of half an hoar, and then all the 
other ladies were permitted to come and make their 
court. I was perfectly charmed with the empress ; 1 
cannot however tell you th“t her features are regular'; 
her eyes ••u’e not large, hut have a lively look full of 
'sweetness ; her complexion the finest I ever saw ; her 
hose and forehead well made, but her mouth had 
fen thousand charms that touch the soul. When'sha 
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smiles, ’tis with a beant;^ and sweetness that forces 
adoration. She has a vast quantity of line fair hair; 
but then her person ! — one ninst speak of it poetic 
cally to do it rigid justice ; all that the poets have said 
of the mien of Juno, the air of Yenns, cotue not Up 
to the truth. The Graces move with her ; the famons 
statue of Medicis was not formed with more delicate 
proportions ; nothing can be added to the beauty of 
her neck and hands. Till I saw them, I did not be- 
lieve there were any in nature so perfect, and 1 was 
almost sorry that my rank here did not permit me 
to kiss them; but they' are kissed snfiiciently, fat* 
every body that waits on her pays that homage at 
their entrance, and when they take leave. When the 
ladies were come in, she sat down to Quinitei I could 
not play at a game 1 had never seen before, and she 
ordered me a seat at her right hand, and had the 
goodness to talk to me very much, with that grace 
so natural to her. I expected every moment, when 
the men were to come in to pay their court; but thjs 
drawing-room is very different from that of England; 
no man enters it but the grand-master, who comes in 
to advertise the empress 'of the approach of the em- 
peror. His imperial majesty did me the honour of 
speakfng to me in a very obliging nianner, bat he 
never speaks to any of the other ladies, and the 
whole passes with a gravity and air of ceremony 
that has something very formal in it. The empress 
Amelia, dowager of the late emperor Joseph; eame 
this evening to wait on the reigning empress,' fol* * 
lowed by the two arch- duf chesses her daughters, who 
were very agreeable young princesses. Their imperiai 
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majesties rose and went to meet her at the door of 
the room, after which she was seated in au arm-chair 
next the empress, and in the same manner at supper^ 
and there the men had the permission of paving their 
court. The arch-dutchcsscs sat ou chairs with Lachs 
Without arms. The'table was entirely served and all 
the dishes set ou by the empress’s maids of lionour, 
which are twelve yonng ladies of the llrst tpiality. 
They have no salai-y but their chamber at conit, 
where they live in a sort of conhnemeut, not being 
suffered to go to the assemblies or publick places iu 
' town, except ineojupliment to the wedding t>f a sister 
maid, whom the empress always presents with her 
picture set in diamonds. The three first of them are 
^ called Ladies of itiic key, and wear gold keys by tlieir 
sides : but wbat I find most pleasant is the ciistum 
which obliges them as long as they live, after they 
have left the empress’s service, to make her some 
present every year on the day of her feast. Her ma- 
jesty is served by no married women but the grande- 
maitressei who is generally a widow of the first 
quality, always very old, and is at the same liHie 
groom of the stole and mother of the maids. The 
dressers are not at all in the figure they pretend to 
in England, being looked ujrou no othei-wise than as 
downri^lit chamber-maids. I had an audience next 
day of the empress-mother, a j»Tinecss of great virtue 
and goodness, but who piques lierself too much on 
a violent devotion. She is perpetually performing 
extraordinary acts of penance, withoot having, ever 
done any thing to deserve them. Slie has the' same 
i^qmber of maids of honour, \vhom she suffers -lo 
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go in colours ; but she herself never quits her mourn> 
ing; and sure nothing can be more dismal than the 
moorninghere, even for a brother. There is not the 
least bit of linen to be seen ; all black, crape instead 
of it. The neck, ears, and side of the face are covered 
with a plaited piece of the same staff ; and the face, 
that peeps out in the midst of it, looks as if it were 
pilloried. The widows wear^ ovei' and above, a crape 
fore-head cloth, and, in this solemn weed, go to all 
the pnblick places of diversion without scruple. The 
next day I was to wait on the empress Amelia, who 
is now at her palace of retirement, half a mile from 
the town. I had there the pleasure of seeing a di- 
version wholly new to me, but which is the common 
amusement of this court. The empress herself wa», 
seated on a little throne at the end of the fine alley in 
the garden, and on each side of her were ranged two 
parties of her ladies of quality, headed by two young 
arch-dntchesses, all dressed in their hair, foil of 
jewels, with fine light guns in their hands; and at 
proper distances were placed three oval pictures, 
fvhich were the marks to be shot at. The first was 
that of a Cupid, filling a bumper of Bnrgondy ; and 
the motto, « ’Tis easy to be valiant here ». The second, 
a Fortune holding a garland in her hand; the motto, 
« For ^ler whom fortune favours ». The third was a 
Sword with a laurel wreath on tlie point; the motto, 
a Here is no shame to the vanquished". — Near the 
empress was a gilded trophy wreathed with flowers, 
aiid'm.Tde of little crooks, ota- which were hung rich 
Turkish handkerchiefs, tippets, ribbons, laces, etc, 
for the small prizes. The empress gave the first with 
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lier own hand ^ which was a fine ruby ring set rotund 
with diamonds in a gold snnff-box. There was^for the 
second, a little Cupid set with brillants, and beside^ 
lhe^:e a sot of iinc china for the tea-table, enchased in 
gold, Japan trunks, fans, and many gallantries of the 
same nature. All the men of quality of Vienna were 
spectators, but the ladies only had permission to 
shool, and the arch-dutchess Amelia carried off the 
first pnee. I was very well pleased with having seen 
this entertainnient, and I do not know hnt it might 
make as good a figure as the prize-shooting in the 
AEneid, if I could write as well as Virgil. Tliis is the 
favourite pleasure of the emperor, and there is rarely 
a week without some feast of this kind, which makes 
ihe young ladies skilful enough to defend a fort. They 
laughed very much to see me afraid to handle a gun. 
JVIy dear sister, you will easily pardon anabrnpt con* 
elusion. I believe by this time you are ready to think 
I shall never conclude at all. 


. * 

X. To Lady R . 

Vienna, September no , 1716, O. S. 

I AM extremely rejoiced, but not at all surprized, 
. at the long delightful letter you have had the good- 
ness to send me. 1 know that you can think of an 
absent friend, even in the midst of a court, and you 
love to oblige, where.you can have no view of a re- 
turn, and I_ expect from you that you should love 
yne, and think of me, when yon don’t see me. I have 
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compassion* for the- raortifii*ario!>s ih^ ybu tell me 
befall our little old friend, andl pity her much more, 
sinee I know that they are only to the harba- 

' rou^ oostoms of our> country.’ Upon my word, if she 
were here, she would have no olher fault but that 
of bein^ something too youFU^ for the fashion, and 
she has nothing to do but to transplant herself hither 
about 'Seyen-yea'rs' hence, to be again a young and 
blaoming beauty. I can assure you that wrinkles, or 
a' small stoop in the shoulders, -nay even grey hair, 
are no objection to the making-new conquests. I know 
you xannot easily iigurc to yourself a young fellow 
of five and 'twenty, ogling niy lady S — ff-^k with 

passion, or pressing to hand the-countess of O d 

from an opera :• bn t such are* the^ sights L see every 
day, and I don’t. perceive anybody surprized at them 
but myself. A woman, till live and thirty, is only look- 
ed upon as a* raw girl, and can posfsihly make no noise 
in th.e worM till about forty.* 1 don’t know ^hat yotft*- 
ladyship-may think of this mMt^r, bnU’lis* a consi- 
derabii(! ooriifottUo me to kn6w- there is upon earth 
each i a para disc' for old wotneh*,' and I am^^bhtent to 
be insignificant at present, in 'the design of returning, 
when I am lit tO‘ appear now Hefe'else. I cannot help 
lajrteoting^ ’ort'fhis occasion; the jhtiful- ease of too* 

\ y * * * 

many <EugliAh ladies, long since retired to’ prudery 
;indU'atalia,'\vho,' if their stars’ ha'dduckily conducted- 
hitiier, would still shine in the- first rank of beauties. 
Besides, that’ perplexing word repntation* has quite 
anothrr nicanlnghere, than what, yoii give ft at Lon- 
don : and *get ling a lover is so --fal’* from* losing, that 
it is jiroporly getting repntatiortf; ladies being tnuch 
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roore respected in regard to the rank of tlieir lovers, 
than that of their hnsbands. 

But what you will think very odd, the two sects 
that divide our whole nation of petticoats are utterly 
unknown in this place. Here are neither coquettes 
nor prudes. No woman dares appear coquette enough 
to encourage two lovers at a time; and I have not 
scon auy such prudes, as to pretend fidelity to their 
husbands, whp are certainly the best natnred set of 
people in the world, and look upon their wives’ gal*- 
laqts as favourably as men do upon their deputies; 
that take the troublesome part of their business off 
their hands. They have not however the less to do 
on that account, for they are generally deputies in 
another place themselves; in one word, ’tis the esta- 
blished custom for every lady to have two husbands, 
one that bears the name, and another that performs 
the duties : and the engagements are so well known, 
that it would be a downright affront, an# pnbiickly 
resented, if you invited a woman of, quality to din- 
ner, without at the same .time inviting her two at?# 
tendaots of lover and husband, between whotn, she 
sits in state with great .gravity. These sub-marriages 
generally last twenty years together, and the lady 
often commands the .poor lover’s estate, even to. the 
p utter ruiu of his family. These connections, indeed, 
are as seltloin.h.egnu by any real passion as other 
matches^ for a man makes hut an ill figure that is 
not in some commerce of this nature, and a woman 
looks out for a lover as soon as she is married, as 
part of her equipage, without which she could not 
be genteel ; and the first article of the treaty is 
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establishing the pension, 'which remains to 'the lady, 
in case the gallant vlshould prove inconstant. This 
chargeable point of honour I look upon as the real 
foundation of so many wonderful instances of con- 
stancy. I really know several women of the first qua- 
lity, whose pensions are as well known as their annual 
rent, and yet no body esteems them the less ; on the 
contrary, their discretion would be called in question 
if they should be suspected to be mistresses for no- 
thing.' A great part of their emulation consists in 
trying who shall get most; and having no intrigue 
at all is so. far a disgrace, that I'll assure you, a lady, 
who is very much my friend here, told me but yester^ 
tlay how much I was obliged to her for] nstifying my 
.conduct in a conversation relating to me, where it 
was publickly asserted that I could not possibly have 
common sense, since 1 had been in town above a 
fortnight, and had made no steps towards com- 
mencing an amour. My friend pleaded for me, that 
ray stay was uncertain, and she believed ?hat was the 
cause of my seeming stupidity, and this 'nas all she' 
could find to say for my justification. But one of the’ 
pleasantest adventures 1 ever met in my life was last 
night, and it will give you a just idea in what a de- 
licate manner the belles passions are managed in 
this country. I was at the assembly of the countess' 

of !-,andthe young count of , leading me dov\n 

Stairs, asked m^ how long I was to stay at Yicuna ; 
I made answer that ray stay depended on the em- 
peror, and it was not in my power to determine it^ 
Well, madam, said he,’ whether your time hnre is 
to be longer or shorter, I think yon ought to pass- 
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it agreeably, and. to that end yon mnst engage in 
little affair of the heart. — IVfy heart, answered I 
gravely, does not engage very easily, and I have no 
design of parting with it. — I see, madam, said he 
sighing, by the ill nature of that answer, I am not 
to hope for it, wliich is a great mortification to me 
that am charmed with you. But, however, I am still 
devoted to your service; an<^ since I am not worthy 
of entertaining you myself, do me the honour of 
letting me know whom you like best amongst us, 
and I’ll engage to manage the affair entirely to yonr 
satisfaction. Yon may judge in what manner I should 
have received this compliment in my own country; 
but I was well enough acquainted with the way 6f 
this, to know that he really intended me an obliga- 
tion, and I thanked him with a very great curte-sy 
for his zeal to serve me, and only assured hitti'I had’’ 
no occasion to make use of it. Thus yon see, my 
dear, that gallantry and go6d-breeding are as diffe- 
rent, in difierent climates, as morality and religion. 
"Who have the Tightest notions of both , we shcfl n«vrt*‘ 
know till the day of- judgment, for which great day 
of dclaircissement 1 own there is very hltle impa-i 
tience in your, etc; etc. 

V 

, . •• w • i 

• > 

XI. To Mbs. 

Vienna, September a('», O. S. 1716. 

T* “ ' " ' 

A W AS never more agreeably surprized than by yonv 
obliging letter. ’Tis a peculiar mark of my esteem' 
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that I tell yoa so, and 1 can assure yon that, if I 
loved you one grain less than I do, 1 should be very 
sorry to see it so diverting as it is. The mortal 
avcrsioh 1 have to writing makes me tremble at the 
thoughts of a new correspondent, and I believe I dis- 
obliged no less than a dozen of my London acquaint- 
ance, by refusing to bear from them, though I did 
Tcrily think they intended to send me very enter- 
taining letters. But I had rather lose the pleasure of 
reading several witty things, than be forced to write 
many stupid'ones. Yet in spite of these considera- 
tions, 1 am charmed with the proof of your friend-' 
ship, and beg a continuation of the same goodness, 
though 1 fear the dulness of this will make you im- 
mediately repent of it. It is not from Austria that 
one can write with vivacity, and I am already infected 
with the phlegm of the country. Even their amours 
and their quarrels are carried on with a surprizing 
temper, and they are never lively but upon points 
of ceremony. There, I own, they shew all their pas- 
sions ; and ’tis not long since two coaches meeting 
in a narrow street at night, the ladies in them, not 
being able to adjust the ceremonial of which shonid 
go back, sat there with equal gallantry till two in the 
morning, and were both so fully determined to die 
upon the,spot, rather than yield in a point of that 
importance, that the street would never have been 
cleared till their deaths, if the emperor had not sent 
his guards to part them, and even then they refused 
to stir, till the exj^dient could be found out of taking 
them both out in chairs, exactly at the same mo- 
ment, After the ladies were agreed, it was with some 
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difficalty, tbat the pass was decided between the two 
coachmen, no less tenacions of their rank than the 
ladies. This passion is so omnipotent in the breasts 
of the women, that even their hnsbands never die- 
but they are ready lo break their hearts, because that 
fatal honr puts an'end to their rank, no widows ha- 
ving any place at Vienna. The men are not much less 
touched with this point of honour, and they don’t 
only scorn to inarrj*, but even to- make love to any 
woman of a family not as illustrious as their own ; 
and the pedigree is much more considered by them, 
than either the complexion or features of their mis- 
tresses. Happy are the she’s that ran number amongst ^ 
their ancestors, counts of the Empire; they have nei- 
ther occasion for beauty, money, nor good conduct, 
to get them husbands. ’Tis true as to money, 'tis 
seldom any advantage to the man they marry ; the 
laws of Austria confine the woman’s portion to two 
thousand florins (about tw o hundred pounds Englndi), 
and whatever they have beside remains in their own 
possession and disposal. Thus here are many ladies 
much richer than their husbands, who are however 
obliged to allow them pin-money agreeable to their 
quality; and 1 attribute to this considerable branch 
of prerogative the liberty that they take npon other 
occasions. I am sure, you, that know my lazines.s and 
extreme indifference on this subject, Vvill pity me, 
entangled in all these ceremonies, which are a won- 
derful burthen to me, though I am the envy of the 
whole town, having by theik’ own customs the pass 
before them all. They, indeed, so revenge upon the 
' poor envoys this great respect shewn to ambassadors,- 
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that, with all iny indifference, I shoald be very nu- 
"easy to suffer it. Upon days of ceremony, they have 
no entrance at court, and, on other davs, must con- 
tent themselves with walking after every soul, and 
being the very last taken notice of. hot 1 must write 
a volume to let you know all the cei’emonics, and I 
have already said toommch on so dull a subject, wliich 
however employs the whole care of the people here. 
I need not after this tell you how agreeably time slides 
away with me; you know as well as I do the taste of 

Yonrs, etc. etc. ' ' 


XII. To Laoy X . 

Vienna, October i, O. S. 1716. 

1^0 u desire me, madam, to send yon some accounts 
of'the customs here, and at the same time a descrip- 
tion of Vienna. T am always willing to obey your 
commands, but you must upon this'occasion take 
the will for the deed. If I should undertake to tell 
you all the particulars hi which the manners here 
differ from ours, I must write a whole> quire of the 
dullest stuff that ever was I’ead, or printed without 
being read. Their dress agrees with the French or 
English in no one article, but wearing petticoat^. 
They have many fashions peculiar to themselves ; 
they think it indecent for a widow ever to weat green 
or rose colonr, but all the other gayest colours at her 
•wn discretion. The assemblies here are the only 
regular diversion, the operas beiug always at coutt^ 
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aad commonly on some particular occasion. Madain 
Rabutin has the assembly constantly every night at 
her house, and the other ladies, whenever they have 
a mind to display the magnillcence of their apart- 
ments, or oblige a friend by complimenting them on 
the day of their saint, they declare that, on such a 
day, the assembly shall be at th^r honse in hononr of 
the feast of theconnt or countess — snch-a-one. These 
days are called days of gala, and all the friends or 
relations of the lady whose saint it is are obliged to 
appear in their best cloaths and all their jewels. The 
mistress t>f the house takes no particular notice of 
any body, nor returns auybotly’s visit; and whoever^ 
pleases may go without the formality of being pre- 
sented. The company are entertained with ice in se- 
veral forms, winter and summer; afterwards they 
divide into several parties of ombre, piquet, or cpn- 
versation, all games of hazard being forbid. 

I saw t’other day the gala for count Altheim, the 
emperor’s favourite, and never in my life saw so many 
fine cloaths ill fancied. They embroider the richest 
gold stuffs, and provided they can make their cloaths 
expensive enough, that is all the taste they shew in 
them. On other days the general dress is a scarf, and 
what you please under it. , 

But now I am speaking of Vienna, 1 am sure yoa 
expect 1. should say something of the convents : they 
are of all sorts and sizes ; but 1 am best pleased with 
that of St. Lawrence, where the ease and neatness 
they seem to live with appears to me much more 
edifying than those stricter orders, where perpetual 
penance and nastiness must breed discontent and 
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wretchedness. The nans are all of quality. I think 
there are to the dumber of fifty. They have each of 
them a little cell perfectly clean, bewails of which 
are covered with pictnres more or less fine, according 
to their quality. A long stone gallery runs by all of 
them, famished with the pictures of exemplary sis- 
ters ; the chapel is extremely neat, and richly adorned. 
But I conld not forbear laughing at their shewing me 
a wooden head of our Saviour, which, they assured 
me, spoke during the siege of Vienna; and, as a proof 
of it, bid me remark his mouth, which had been open 
ever since. Nothing can be more becoming than the 
dress of these nuns. It is a white robe, the sleeves 
of which are turned up with fine white callico, and 
their head-dress the same^ excepting a small veil of 
black crape that falls behind. They have a lower sort 
of serving nuns that wait on them as their chamber- 
maids. They receive all visits of women, and play at 
ombre in their chambers with permission of their 
abbess, which is ve^ easy to be obtained. I never 
saw an old woman so good-natured; she is near four- 
score, and yet shews very little signs of decay, being 
still lively and cheerful. She caressed me as if I had 
been her daughter, giving me some pretty things of 
her own work, and sweetmeats in abundance. The 
grate is not of the most rigid; it is not very hard to 
put a head through, and I don’t doubt but a man, 
a little more slender than ordinary, might squeeze 
in his whole person. The young count of Salarais 
came to the grate, while I was there, and the abbess 
gave him her hand to kiss. But I was surprized to 
find here' the only beantifhl ynnng woman I have 
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seen at Yienna, and, not /only baautiCai, bnt'geuteci^ 
witty and agreeable^ of a great fanaily, and who bad 
been the admiration of the tpwiv I conldnot (pt’haii< 
shewing my snrprize at, seeing a nun like her,. >She 
made me a thousand obliging compliments, and ide- 
sired to come orten< lt wonld be .'an infinite pleiv 
sura to me, said she sighing^ bnt 1 avoidy with the 
greatest care, seeing any of my former acquaintance^ 
and, .whenever ,they come to our convent, 1 lock my* 
self in my cell. I observed tears come into her eyes, 
which -tonched me extremely, andil began to talk 
to her in that strain of tender, pity she inspired me 
Vvith^ bat'shc would not own to me that she, is not 
perfectly happy. I. have since endeavoured to laMi 
the real cause of her retirement, without being able 
to get any other account, but that evei'y body was 
surprized at it, and no body guessed the reason. I 
have been several times to see her ; but it gives <ma 
■400 much melancholy to see so agreeable a young 
creature buried alive. 1 aim not surprized diat nuns 
have so often inspired violent passions ; the pity one 
naturally feels for them, when they seem worthy of 
^ another destiny, making an easy way for yet more 
tender sentiments. 1 never in my life had so little 
charity for the Roman Catholick religion, as since 1 
see the misery it occasions: so many poor unhappy 
women ! and. then the gross superstition of the com* 
inon peojile, who are some or other of them, day 
and night, offering bits of candle to the wood<$n fi*' 
gures that are set up almpstin every street. The pro- 
cessions I see very often are pageantry as offensive, 
and apparently aontradictory to common sense, as 

\ 
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tie fisgfbds of Chioa,. Qod know* whether it be the 
womanly spirit of’ contradiction '4hat works in’ me, 
lint there' nevec before vf a^ shCh zeal' against popery 
in the heart of,' Ocar madam, etc. etc. 


1C 1 1 1. To Mr. 


■Vienna, October 10 , O, S. ijif). 

'I'Ofi’s'ER'VK riot Jill the reproaches yon make me. If 
t have heeri some tiint withotit ariswering yonr letter, 
it ia not that'I don't know how many thanks arc due 
to you for it,, or that I am! stupid enough to prefer 
Uriy 'aHlOSeiBenfs to the" pleasure of hearing froni 
yonl hut after the professions of e.stccm you have 
so obligingly made rrle^ I cannot help delaying, as 
long as'I can, shewing you' that yon are mistaken. 
If you are sincere,' when yon' say you expect to he 
uxtremely entertained by' my letters, I ought to be 
mortified ^t the'disappointment that I am- sure you 
•will receive when'you' hear from me, though I have 
'A>rie my best^ endeavoutsv to firid out something 
worth wrifin^ to yorii T< have’ seen every -thing that 
Vias to bc-seemwith^a'yery^dili^t*iit’;buriosity. Here 
some fine Villas, * 'part/ctrlarljf ' the late prince of 
Li^tens'tein’s : but the'-statues’are all modem, and 
the ^pirthres are- not of the fi'rsV-hiulds,' 'Tis true, the ’ 
emperor has some of great- value. -I was yesterday 
iio seC fhe‘reposit6ry; whicK they call his 'treasure:, 
'where they seem to have' hecu more diligent in 
amassing a great quantity of tilings, than in th< 
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choice of them. I spent above five boors there, an4 
yet tbei-e w.ece.very few thioj's that stopped me long 
KO^coDsider thexn. But the number is pro^gions, 
being a very long gallery hiied on both sides, and 
live large rooms. There is a vast quantity of paint- 
ings^ amongst, which are many, fine miniatnreirt ^tHt 
the most valuable pictures are a few of Correggio, 
'those of Titian being at the favorita. 

The cabinet of jewels, did not appear to me so rich 
as I expected to see it. They shewed me here a cnp, 
about the size.of a ,t^a 74 ishf entire emerald, 

which they had so particnlar a respect for, that only 
the empermr has the liberty of touching it.^ There is 
a large cabinet full of tmriosities of clock-work^ only 
one of which I thought worth observing ; that was.n 
crawfish with all the motions so natural, that.it vyas 
hard to di'itmguish it from the life. , 

. Tbe next cabinet was a large collection of agates, 
some of them extremely beautiful .and of an un- 
common size, and several,, vases ol 'lapis lazuli^ 1 
was sizrpnzed to see the cabinet, of medals sot poorly 
fhrni.shed; 1 did not remark one of, any value, and 
they are kept in a ridiculous disorder. tt]t 
the antiques, very few. ol^.'tbeiu dese.rve that name*. 
Upon my saying, they were modern, I could not for*, 
bear langhiag at the answer of the. .profound antir 
qnary that shewed them, tha^j«,They were ancient • 
enough, for, to his knqwle^e, they, had hem there 
these -forty years..»^ hnt the next .cabinet .4iverted 
me yet better, being nothing else, but a parcel oi wax 
babies, and toys in, ivory, very well worthy to bo 
presented to children of five years old. Two of ;^o 
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rooms were wholly filled with tli^s 6 trifles of all kinds, 
set m jewels, amongst which X was ’desired to ob- 
serve a erocilix that they assnred me had spoke very 
wisely to the emperor Leopold. won’t trouble yoti 
with a catalogue of the rest of the lumber, but I must 
'not forget to mention-a'srafall piece of loadstone. that 
held up an anchor of' steel' too heavy for me to lift. 
This is what I thoughts the most’fcuriousin the whole 
treasure. There are some -few -heads of ancient sta- 
ti;es ; and several of them are defaced by modern 
' .additions. I foresee that yon will be very little sati.s- 
lled with- this letter, and I dare hardly ask yon to 
be good-natnred enough to charge the dnlness 0 / it 
on the barrenness of'the subject, and to-overlook 
the stnpidity of. - • ■ - Yours, etc. etc. 


- v! »' 

XlV. To THE Cocwt'ess or 

. . .... 

Prague, 'November 17^ 0 . S. 1716. 

I H o_M my, dear sister wants no new proofs of my 
.Sincere affection for her ;■ but I am sure,. if you do, 
X could not give yon a stronger than writing at this 
time, after three days,,or, more properly speaking, 
three nights and days, hard post-travelling. — The 
kingdom of bohemia is, the most desert of anyT have 
seen in Germany. The villages are so poor, and the 
post-hoases so miserable, that clean straw and fair 
w.ater are blessings not always to be met with, and 
be*tter accommodation not to be hoped for. Though I 
<xirried my own bed with me, I could not somctlmea 
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find i plicc to set it up in;.and I rather chose to 
travel ail night, as cold ^ it is, wrapped .up in my 
furs, than go into the common' stoves, which are 
filled with a mixture of all sorts of ill scents^ . ' ' 
This town was dnce the'royal seat of the Boltenilan 
hings, and is still the capital of the kingdom. There 
are yet some remains of its former splendonr, bein{{ 
one of the largest towns in'Gennahy, but, for the 
most part^ old built and- thinly inhabited, which 
makes the houses very cheap. Those people of qua- 
lity who cannot easily bear the expenee of Vienna, 
chase to reside here, where they have - assemblies, 
rousick, and other diversions (those of a court ex- 
cepted), at very moderate rates, all things being here 
in great abundance, especially the best wild fowl 
I ever tasted. I have already been visited by some of 
the most considerable ladies,' whose relations I know 
at Vienna. They are dressed after the fashions there, 
after the manner that the" people of Exeter imitate 
those of 'London; that is, Jtheir imitation is more 
excessive than the original. ’Tis not easy to describe 
what extraordinary figures they make. The person 
is so much lost between’ bead.<dress and petticoat, 
that they have as much occasion tp write upon their 
backs, n This is a woman; » for the information of 
travellers, as ever a sign-post painter had to write, 
« This is a bear. » I will not forget to write to yon 
again from Dresden »nd Leipzig, being much more 
solicitous to content yonr curiosity, than to indnige 
iiiy own repose. 


I tm, etc. 
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' "X V. o- T H k C oV Jx'ri.si'oT ~—{ 


' Leipzig, NoTember ai.,jO. S. 117.16. 

♦ < , • > • » ‘j , * ^ . « / « f . ^ 

BELTEV]^, dear sister, you. will easily forgive my 
n&t waiting .to you from Presdeu, .a$ ,J promise4, 
wjben I tejl you that I never went out of my chaise 
from ^Prague to this pl^ce. .You may easily imagine 
how heartily I was tired with twenty, -four hours po.st- 
travelling, without sleep or refreshment ( for I can 
never sleep in a coach, however fatigued). We passed 
l>y moon-shine the frightful precipices that divide 
Bohemia from Saxony, at the bottom of which runs 
the river Elbe; but I cannot say that I had reasoifto 
fear drowning in it, being perfectly convinced that, 
in case of a tumble, it wds utterly impossible to come 
alive to the bottom. In many places the road is so 
narrow, that 1 conld not discern an inch of space 
bet weep the wheels and the precipice. Yet 1 was so 

good a wife not to wake Mr. W y, who was fa.st 

asleep by my side, to make him share in my fears, 
since the danger was unavoidable, till 1 perceived by 
the bright light of the moon our postilions nodding 
on horseback, while the bpi'ses were on a fnll gallop. 
Then indeed I thought it very convenient to call out 
to desire them to look where they were going. My 

calling waked Mr. W y, and he W'as much more 

surprized than myself at the situation we were in, 
.nnd assured me that he had passed ;he Alp.s five 
times in different places, without ever having gone 
a road so dangerous. 1 have bc^ told since, that 
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*tir common, to find the bodies of travtUers in th« 
Elbe ; hot, thank Ood, .that was not. our destiny ; 
and we came safe to Dresden, so much tired with 
fear and fatigne,- it was- not possible to compose my- 
self to write. After passing these dreadful rocks, 
Dresden ' appeared to me a" wonderfully agreeable 
sitnation, in a fine large plain on the' banks of the 
Elbe, I was very glad to stay there a day to rest niy- 
•elf.'The town is the nMtest I have seen in Germany; 
most of the houses are new built; the elector’s pai 
fere is very handsome,, and his repository full of 
cnriosities of different- kind^, with 'fe 'collection of 

hiedals Very iiMich esteemed. Sir , onr' king’s 

envoy, came to see me here, and madame </s L ^ 

whom I knew in London, when her husband was mi- 
nister to the king Uf Poland there. She offered me 
all things in her power to entertain me, and brought 
some ladies with her, .whom she presented' to me. 
The Saxon ladies resemble the Austrian no more 
than the Chinese do those of London: they are very 
genteely dressed after the'English and French modes, 
and have generally pretty faces; but they arc the 
most determined minaudieres in the whole world. 
They would think it a mortal sin against good breed'- 
ing, if they either spoke or moved in a natural man- 
ner. They all affect a little soft lisp, and a pretty 
pitty-pat step: which female frailties ought, how- 
ever, to -be forgiven them in favour of their civility 
and good-natnre to strangers, which. I have a great 
'deal of reason to praise. 

The countess of Cozelle is keptprisonerin a melan- 
ohoiy castle, some leagues from hence, and I cannot 
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forbear telliag you what I beard pf her, because it 
seems to me very extraordinary , though 1 foresee I 
shall swell ray letter to the size of a packet. — rShe was 
mistress to the king pf Poland (elector pf Saxony,), 
with so absolute a dominion over him, that nevei^ 
any lady had so ranch power in that court. They tell 
ft pleasant ,story of his majesty's R^.st declaration of # 
love, which he made in a visit to her, bringing in one 
hand a bag of a hundred thousand crowns, and in 
the. other a horse-shoe, which he snapped asunder 
before her face, leaving her to draw the consequences 
of such remarkable proofs of strength and liberality, 

I know not which charmed her most, hut she .con- 
sented to leave her husband, and, to give herself up ' 
to him entirely, being 4iyofced pnhlickly,. in' such 
a manner, as by their laws, permits cither party to 
marry again* God knows whether it was at this time, 
or in some other fond fit, hut ’tis certain the king 
had the weakness to make her a .formal contract of 
nmrriage ; which, though, it « could signify nothing 
durmg the life of the queen, pleased her so well, tha| 
she could not he contented without telling it to ail 
the people she saw, and giving herself the airs of a 
qneen, , Bden endnre every thing while they' are in 
love ybnt, when the excess of passion was. cooled by 
long possession, bis majesty began to reflect on the 
ill consequences of leaving snch a paper in ber hands, 
and desired to have it restoied to him.! bnt 'she. ra'-^ 
tber chose to. endnre allithe most violent effects of 
)ii.<i angeivthap give it np; and “though she is one of 
the richest and most ayaricions ladies oflher conn» 
tgy,jfhe[hgs refused tbppffurpf thocontinnatiou.of ’ 
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a large pension, and the 'sectirity of a test sniii of 
taoney she has anjassed, and has, at last, provoked 
the king to confine her persdn to a castle, where she 
endures all the terrors' of a straight einprisonmeh't^ 
and remains still inflexible either 'to threats or pro- 
mises. Her violent passions have brought her indeetl 
into fils,- which, it is supposed, will soon put an end ' 
to her life, I cannot forbear having scune cornjoas'* 
sion for a woman that suffers for a point of hotiddt^ j 
however mistaken, especially in a country where 
points of' honour are- not overscmpulously obse'rv'c'd 
atrtong ladieSi ‘ ' ■ - - 

“I could have wished Mr.“W ^y’s business'had 

permitted him arldnger stay at- Dresden. ' * '''■* 

•*' Perhiap.s I am partial to-a to'vtn.wlrere they prdfe'sji 
the protestaht religion^ bnt every thing* seCnitd to 
me with' quite another air of' politeness than Thaiiis 
found in other places. Leipzig, whertj'I'irii at‘'';^rfc- 
sent, is a town very considerable for its trade; and 
I take this opportunity of buying page’s liwries^ 
gold stuffs for myself, etc., all things of that kind 
being at least donble the price at Vienna^ partly be- 
canse of the excessive customsi, and* partly thidugih 
want of geninsand industry in the'people, who'ihake 
no one sort of thing there,' so that the ladies‘*arcl 
obliged to send even fhr their shoes out- of Sasdny. 
The fair here is one of the most cohsidertible m Ger- 
many,.and' the- resort of all the pefople of quality, aSi 
well as of the merchants.' This is also a fortified toWtt; 
but I avoid ever mentioning f0rtificati6ns,‘being'^ea* 
sible that T don’t know how- to speak of fhCte’.' I itti 
the more easy under my ignorance j' -when * I- inflect 
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that I am sure youTl willingly forgive the omission ; 
for if 1 made yon the most exact description of aU 
the ravelins and bastions I see in my travels, 1 dure 
swear yon wonld ask me what is a ravelin, and what 
is a bastion. Adieu, my dear sister. 

: ; ^ .1 ; . . . . v • • ^ / t. * t ^ « 

" Xiy. To' THE CotTHTTESS OF . " •* ’ 

• • . • 

Brunswick, November 23 , O.-S. 17x6. > 

I A.M just come to Brunswick, a very oUl town, but 
which has the advantage of being the capital of the 
dnke of Wolfenbattle’s -dominions, a family (not tp 
speak of its ancient honours) illustrious by having 
its younger branch on the throne of England, and 
having given two emjiresses to Germany. I have not 
forgot to drink your health in mum, which 1 think 
very well deserves its reputation of being the best 

in the world. This letter is the third I have wrote 

' ^ 

to yon during my journey ; and I declare to you, 
that if you don’t send me immediately a full and 
true account of all the changes and chances amongst 
our London acquaintance, I will not WTite you any 
description of Hanover, where I hope to be to-night, 
though I know you have more curiosity to hear of 
that 2>lace than an^ other. 


I 


S. 
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XVII. To THE COUHTESS OF B . , 

Hanorerj Norember ^5, O.'S. Iji6* 

I RECKITF.D yonr ladyship’s letter but the day 
fore I left Vienua, though, by the dAte, I ought to 
have had it much sooner ; but nothing was ever worse 
regulated than the post in most parts of Germany. 
I can assure you the packet at Prague was behind 
tny chaise, and in that manner conveyed to Dresden, 
go that the secrets of half the country were at my 
mercy, if I had had any curiosity for them. I would 
not longer delay my thanks for yours, though the 
number of my acquaintances here, and my duty of 
attending at court, leaves mei hardly any time to 
dispose of. lam extremely pleased that I can tell 
you, without flattery or partiality, that our young 
prince (i) has all the accomplishments that ’tis pos- 
sible to have at his age, with an air' of sprightliness 
and understanding, and something so very engaging 
and easy in his behaviour, that he needs not the ad- 
vantage of his rank to appear charming. I had tho 
honour of a long conversation with him last night, 
before the king came in. His governor retired on 
purpose, as he told me afterwards, that I might make 
some judgment of his genius, by hearing him speak 
without constraint; and I was surprized at the quick- 
ness and politeness that appeared in every thing be 

( I ) The father of his present majesty. 
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said, jolBed to a persoQ perfectly agreeable, and the 
tine fair hair of the princess. 

This town is neither l^rge nor handsome ; hut the 
palace is capable of holding a much greater court 
than that of SL James’s. The king has had the good'- 
neSs to appoint ns a lodging in one part of it, 'witK- 
ont which we shonld have been very ill accommo- 
dated;, for the vast number of English crowds the 
town so much, ^tis very good luck to 'get one softy 
room in a miserable tavern. I dined to<day wit^ the 
Portuguese ambassador,* who thinks himself very 
happy to have two wretched* parlours in an inn.'l 
have now made the tour of Germany, and cannot 
help observing a considerable difference between tr<V- 
▼elling heretind in England. One sees hone of those 
fine seats of noblemen, so common amongst ns, nor 
any thing like a country gentleman’s House, though 
they have, many situations perfectly* fine. "But the 
whole people are divided into absolute sovereignties, 
where all the riches and magnificence are at court, 
or into communities of merchants, such as Nurem- 
burg and Frankfort, where they live always in town 
for the convenience of trade. The king’s company 
of French comedians play here every ni^t. They are 
very veil dressed, and some of them not ill actors. 
Mis majesty dines and sups constantly in puMick. 
The court' is very numerous, and his affability and 
goodness makes it one of the most agreeable places 
in the world. 

Dear madam , 


Your L. etc. etc* 


So 
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Totbi:La.dy R . 

Banoyer, December O. S. 1716. 

1 am very glad, my dear lady R , that yon have 

been .so well pleaaed, as yon tell me, at the report 
of my returning to England, thongh, hke other plea- 
sures, I can assure you it has no real {onndation. 
I hope yon know me enough to take my word against • 
any report concernibg me. ’Tis true, as to distance 
of place, I am mnch nearer to Loudon than 1 was 
some weeks ago; but as'to the thoughts of a return, 

^ I never was farther off in my life. I own I could with 
great joy indulge the pleasing hopes pf seeing yon 
and the yery few others that share my esteem : but 
while Mr, W— y is determined to proceed in his 
design, I am determined to follow him, — I am run- 
ning on upon my own affairs, that is to say, I am 
going to write very dully, as most people do, when 
they write of- themselves. I will make haste to change 
the disagreeable subject, by telling you that 1 am 
now got into the region of beauty. All the women 
have, literally, rosy cheeks, snowy foreheads and bo- 
soms, jet eyes-brows, and scarlet lips, to which they 
generally add coal-black hair. Those perfections nev.cr 
leave them, till the hour of their death, aod have a 
very fine fffect by candle-light : hut I could wish they 
were handsome with a little more variety. They re- 
semble one another as much as Mrs. Salmon’s court 
of Great-Rritain, and are in as much danger of melt- 
ing away, by too near approaching the lire, which 
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they, for that reasoii, carefully avoid, though *tis 
now such excessive cold weather, that 1 believe they 
suffer extremely by that piece self-denial. The snow 
is already very deep, and the people begin to slidk 
abont in their traineazus. This is'a favourite diver- 
sion all over Germany. They are little machines fixed 
upon a sledge, that hold' a lady and- a gentleman, 
and are drawn by one horse. The gentleman has the 
^ hononr of driving, and they move with a prodigious 
swiftness. ITie lady, the horse, arid th^e traineau, 

} « * t • I * > 

are all as fine as they can be made; and when ther^ 
are many of them to)gether, 'ti^ a very Agreeable show. 

'At Vienna, where all pieces of magnificence arc car- 
ried to excess, there are sometimes machines of this 
kind, that cost'five'or six hnridred pounds- Eng1ish< 
The dnke of Wolfenhnttle is now at this court: yon 
knri'w he is nearly related to bur kihg^ and uncle to 
the reigning empress, who is, I believe^ the most 
beautiful princess npon earth. She is now \nth’ child-, 
which is all the consolation of'the' imperial court 
for the loss of the arch-dnke. I took' my leave of her 
the-day before I left Vieriria, and she' began to speak 
to me, with so mnch grisf and tenderness., of t^e 
death of that young prince, 1 had rimeh ado to’ with- 
hold my tears. Yon know that I am not at all partia) 
to people for their titles ; but I own that I love that ' 
charming princess, if I may nse so familiar' expresr 
siori,and'if 1 had nbt; I should have been very mnch 
moved at the tragical' ^'nd of ah only son, horn after 
being sri long desired, and af length killed by want 
of good management, weaning him in the beginning 
of the winter.' Adieu, dear lady R-i-^, cbtitino'e to 
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^yrite to me^ and believe none of your goodness is 
lost upon ... Yours, etc. v 


’■*' ’XIX. To THE COUNTESS OF . 

- 

r. or . ^ > Blankeuburg, December 17. O. S.1716. < 

I V , , . * • ‘ ’ 

‘ . ' ' 

RECEIVED yours, dear sister, the, very day I left 

Hanover. You may easily imagine 1 was ’then in too 
great a hurry to ^swer it^ but yoiji see 1 take the 
first opportunity of doing myself t^t pleasure. X came 
here the 1 5 th, .very late at night, after.a terrible jour- 
ney, in the worst roads, and weather, that cyer poor 
traveller . suffered. . I have .taken , this little fatigue, 
merely to oblige^.the reigning ,e;inpress„ and carry, n 
message from her imperial majesty. to the dutchess 
of Blaukenburg, her mother, .who.is a princess pf 
l^eat address and good breeding, and may be stUI 
called a fine woman. It was so late .when I came to 
this, town,, I did not think proper; . tp, disturb thq 
duke and dutchess with the news of iny arrival; so 
I tooh up my quarters ina.miserablc i|iu ; but as soovt 
as I had sent, my compliments to, . thcir. highnesses, 
they immediately sent me their own coach and six 
horses, which had however, enough .to. do., to draw 
us up the veiy high hill on which the. castle is situa^ 
ted. l"he dutchess is extremely ^ohligipg to, me, and 
this little .court is not without its diversions. The 
duke tallies basset every night, and the dutchess 
ieUs me she ft so well pleased with my company, that 
ft makes her play less than, she used to do.T should 
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^nd it very difficult to steal time t6 write,' if she was 
not now at church, where 1 cannot wait on her, not 
understanding the hingnage enough to pay my devo- 
tions in iu You will not forgive me/ if I do not say 
soothing of > Hanover : I cai^ot tell you that the 
town is either large or magnificent. The opera-house, 
which' was built by the late elector, is •naubh - finer . 
than that of Vienna. I was Very Sorry^that the ill 
Wither did not permit me to see Hernhausen in all 
its beauty; but, in spite of the snow, 1 tbonght the 
gardens very fine. I was particularly snrprized at 
the vast number of orange-trees , much larger than 
' any I hove seen in hingland,' though ‘this climate is 
certainly colder. 'But 1 had more reason'to wonder, 
that night, at the kiug’s table, to see a present from 
a gentleman of this country, of two. large baskets 
full of ripe oranges and lemons of different sorts, 
many of which were quite new to me ; and, what 
I thought worth all the rest, two ripe ananas, 
which, to. my taste, are a fruit perfectly delicious. 
Ton know they are naturally the growth of Brazil, 
and 1 conid not imagine how they 'came here but 
by enchantment. Upon enquiry, 1 learnt they have 
brought their stoves to such perfection, they lengthen 
their summer as long as they please, giving to every 
plant the degree of heat it would receive from the 
' snn in its native soiU The effect is very near the 
same : I am surprized we do not practice in England 
so nsefui an invehtion. This reflection pleads me to 
consider, our’ obstinacy in shaking with cold five 
months in the year, rather than make use of stoves, 
which are certainly one of' the greatest conveniences 
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of life* Besides, they ore so far from 'spoiling 'the 
fonn of a room, that- they add very niach to the 
magniilceace of it, when they are painted and 'gilt, 
as^they are at Vienna or at Dresflen, where they are 
often in the shapes of china jars, statues, or fine ca- 
binets, so naturally represented, that they are not 
• to be distingoished. If ever l-retum, in defiance to 
the fashion, yon shall certainly see one in the cham^ 
ber of, ' Dear sister,* Yonr, etc.' 

- I will write often, since you desire it ; bat I mast 
beg you to be a little more particular in yours: yon 
fancy me at forty miles distance, and forget that, 
after so long an absence, I can’t understand hints. 


XX. To TBK. Ljlut . 

• < j « , t 

* '!• ■ Vienna, January i, O. S. i'jtj,' ' 

I HAVE just received here, at Vienna, your lady- 
ship's coiupUments on my return to Eugiand, sent 
me frpm Hanover. You see, madam, all things that 
are asserted w'ith confidence are not absolutely true, 
and that you have no sort of reason to complain of 
me for making my designed return a mystery to you, 
wlfeu.you say all the world are informed of it. You 
may tell all the world in my name, that they are 
never so well informed in my affairs as I am myself; 
that I am very positive I am at this time at Vienna, 
where the carnival is begun, and all 'sorts of diver* 
sioos are carried to the greatest height, except that 
of masking, which is never permitted during a wai' 
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ffith'-the ’l>arks.<Tb€ >l}alls are in poUioki placet^* 
^here the men pay-a gold'dncit at entrahce, but 
tite ladies nothing. I am told that these houses get 
sometimes a thousand ducats, iu a’-nighti' They aro 
very ma^ifieehtlyTuimish^d, and the mtlsick<goodf 
if they had not that 'detestable custom > of mixiug 
hunting-horns with it^ that almost deafen the ooih- 
pany. But that nnise is io^agreeable here, they never 
make a concert Without- themi The boll always coH'* 
v^Indes with English countryAlances, to the number 
of thirty or forty couple, and so ill 'danced, that 
there is very little pleasure in them. They know But 
half a dozenl and thev have danced them -over and 
over these Hfty -years. I would fain have taught them 
some new ones,' but 1 found it would be some months 
labour to make them comprehend them. Last night 
there was an Italian comedy acted at court : the 
scenes were- pretty , but the comedy itself *sncb in- 
tolerable low farce, withont' either wit or>humonr, 
that I was surprized how all the court could sit ther* 
attentivelyfor four hours together. No women 
suffered to act on the stage, and the men,' dressed 
Uke them, were such auk ward figures), they very 
luncli added to the ridicule of the spectacle. What 
compleated - the ' diversion was the ' excessive cold, 
which was so great I thought 1 should' have died 
there. It is now the very extremity of the winter 
here ; the Dannbe is entirely frozen, and the weather 
not to be supported withont stoves and furs : bnt, 
however, the air is so clear, almost every body is 
well, and colds not half ^o common as in England. 
I am persuaded there cannot be a purer air, nor 
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rfylLolcttome fthaa > that hf '>VienAa^i < The plent]^ 
and excellence of, all aorta of provisions are greater - 
here than in any place 1 ever was before^ and *tis not 
very vexpensiye «to keep a splendid* table. ’Tis really 
a 'pleasure to. pass through the markets, and see the. 
abundance of what we should think rarities, of fowls 
and .venison, that are daily brought in from Hungary 
and Bohemia. They want nothing but shellfish, and, 
ai*e>‘SO 'fond of oysters^ that they have them sent- 
from y.eniee, and eat them very greedily, stink or 
not stink.. Thus 1 obey your commands.^, madam, in* 
giving you an account of ryienua, tboagh I know 
yon will not be satisfied with it. You chide me for 
my laziness in not telling you' a thousand agreeable 
and, surprizing things, that you- say' you are sure 1 
have seen and heard.«^Upoii my word, madam, *dg; 
my regard for, truth, and not la^ness, that I do not 
eutertain^you with as many prodigies as other travel- 
lers use to divert their readers with. I might easily 
pick, up wonders in every town I pass through, or 
tell you a long series of popish miracles; Jbut I can- 
not fancy that there is any. thing new. in getting you 
know. that priests will lie, and die mob bdieve, all 
idle world over. Then as for news, that you are so . 
inquisitive about, how can it be entertaining to yon 

(that doult know the .people), that* the prince of 

has/orsaken the countess of ; pr that the prince 

suoh-a-one* has an intrigue. with count such-a-one? 
Would vou'have me write novels, like the countess 

of D’ ?- and is it not better to tell you a plain 

truth. That 1-am, etc. 
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' ’ ■ ' Vienna, January i6, 0 ; S. 17*7^ ‘ 

1* ... ■.'. ; 

J. EM noWf dear. sister, to take leave of you for- a- 
long time,,^ and of Vienna for ever, designing, .to-^ 
morrow, to begin my journey tbrongb Hungary, inr 
spite of the, excessive cold, and deep; snows, which 
is .enough, to damp.a greater courage ths^u I am nUar- 
tress of. my principle of. passive obedienee car- 
r/es^ne through every thing. 1 have’ had iny. audience, 
of leave of the empress. His imperial majesty^.waa; 
pleased to , be present 'wherii I waited .on ^ the reigning 
empress, and aftec,.a very obliging CQnTersation,botb. 
theii:: imperial majesties invited me .to take 'Vienna hoE 
my road back; but I; have 00. thoughts, of' enduring, 
over again so great a fatigue.- 1 delivered a letter from 
tUe.dntchess of lUankenbnrg. I staid! but, a few days 
at that court, thongh her highness pressed me very 
much to stay, and, when Ueft her, engaged me to -write- 
to her. I wrote you a<iong letter from. thence, which 
I hope you have received, though. yota don’t mention 
it: but I believe I-forgot to tell you; one .curiosity in 
sil the German eoarta^iwhichT cannot forbear taking 
notice oU Ali the. prihcse keep favourite dwarfs. Thet 
empcroE.and I empress have, two of these little mons' 
ters,| , ogiy .;as ,d«viii,: especially nthe. female; 'but 
they, are all bedaubed; with diamonds, and stahd.at 
her roajesty’s.elbowiin all publick> places.' < The dake 
of WolfenboJtle has oncy andi the datohess -of filan» • 
kenhurg.-is not withouibhers^ hat indeed the most 
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proportionable I ever saw. I am told the bing of 
Denmark has so far improved npoa thia. fashion, 
that his dwarf is bis chief minister. 1 can assign no 
reason for their fondness for these pieces of defor> 
mitT, but the opinion all the absolute princes have, 
tliat ’tis below them to converse with the rest of 
mankind ; and, not to be quite alone, they are forced 
to' seek their companions amdhgst the refase of hu- 
man' nature, these creatures being the only part of 
their court privileged to talk 'freely to th^m. I am 
at present confined to my chamber by a sore throat, 
and am really glad of the excuse to avoid seeing 
people, that I love well enough to be very much 
mortified when I think I am going to part with them 
for ever. 'Tis- true -the Austrians are not commonly' 
die most polite- people -in the world, nor the most 
agreeable :'bnt‘Tienna is inhabited by all nations/ 
and I had formed to myself a little - society of sneh 
as were perfectly to my own taste ; and, though the 
anniber was not very great, I conld ueV^ pick np, 
in ' any* other place, snch a number of reasonable, 
agreeable people. We were almost ‘ alvtays together,, 
and' yon know I have ever been of opinion, that a* 
chosen., conversation, composed of a few that one 
esteems^is the- greatest happiness-of life. Here are 
some.Spaniards of both sexes,' that have all the viva- 
city and generosity of 'sentiments anciently ascribed' 
to their nation- ; and conld-l-believe that the whole 
kingdom were.hke them, 1 would wish nothing more 
than'' to end -my- days therei The ladies of my ac-‘ 
qnaintance hkVe so much goodness ferine, -they cry 
whenever thev'aee me, since 1 am determined tn 
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ander^e,thi» joarnoy. 'And, ind«ed, 1 am not very 
easy ~when 1 reflect on what I am going to suffer. 
Almost every body I see frights mh-with some new 
difOcnlty. Priace Eugene has been so good as to say 
all things he could to persuade me to. stay till the 
Danube is thawed, that 1 may have the‘ conveniency 
of going by water, assuring me that the houses'in 
.. • Hungary are snch as are no defence against the wea- 
ther, and that I 'shall be obliged to travel three 
fonr days between Bnda and Esseck, without finding 
any honse at all, throhgh desert plains covered with 
snow, where the cold is so violent, many have been 
killed by it. I own these terrors have made a deep 
impression on' my mind, because I believe he tells 
me things truly as they are, and no body can be 
better informed of them. Now I have .named that 
great man, I am sure yon expect I should say some- 
thing particular of him, having' the advantage ‘of 
seeing him very often: but 1 am as unwilling to 
apeak of him at 'Vienna, as I should be to talk of 
Hercnles in the court of Omphale, if I had seen him 
there. I don’t know what comfort other people find 
in considering the weakness of great men ( because, 
perhaps, it brings them nearer to their level), but ’tis 
always a mortification to me, to observe that there 
is no perfection in humanity. The young prince of 
Portugal is the admiration of the whole court : he is 
handsome and polite with a great vivacity. All the 
officers trfl wonders of his gallantry the last cam- 
paign. He is lodged at court with .all -the honours 
dne to his rank. — Adien, dear sister ; this is the 
last account you will have from me of Vienna.- If I 
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•arviv« ay journey, yon shall hear fr«m me a^ain. 
1 can say, ndth great trnth, in the words.of Monea.es, 
>1 hare long lea*mt to hold myself as nothing; » but 
when I think of the fatigue my poor infant mnst 
suffer, I hav^ all a mother’s fondness in my eyes, 
and all her tender passion in my heart. 

P. 5 . I have written a letter to my lady— tha\ 
1 believe she won’t like; and, upon cooler reflection, 
I think I had done better to have let it alone ; bat 
I was downright peevish at ail her questions, and 
herridicolons imagination, that I have certainly seen 
abundance of wonders which 1 keep, to myself out 
of mere malice. She is very angry that I, wpn’t U« 
like other travellers. 1 verily believe she expects I 
should tell her .of the anthropophagi, men whose 
heads grovr below their shooldera: however, pray 
say something to pacify hex. 


• f » I 

. XXII. To Ma. P,OJ?E. , 

Yienna, January i6, O. S. 1717. 

J[ HAYS not time to answer your letter, being in 
the harry of preparing foi' my journey ; but I think 
I ought to bid adieu to my friends with the same 
solemnity as if I was going -to mount a breach, at 
least, if I am to belieye the information of the people 
here, who denounce all sorts of terrors to me; and, 
indeed, the weather is at present such as very few 
ever set out in. I am threatened, at the same time, 
with being frozen to death, buried in the snow, and 


I 


OF LADY'MONTAGUE. 6i 

taken by the Tartars, who ravage that part of Hun- 
gary 1 am to pass. ’Tis true we shall have a consi- 
derable escorte, so that, possibly, 1 may be diverted 
with a new scene,' by finding-myself m the midst of 
a battle'. How my adventures will condude,!' leave 
it entirely to Providence i if comically, you shaU hear 
of them. — Pray be so good as to tell Mr. i ■ ^ 

I have received his letter. Make him my adieus; if. 
I live, I will answer it. The same compliment to my 
lady R— — . ' 

RXIII. To THE CoUZTTasS OF ■ 

' « » 

Peterwaradin, Xanuary 3o, O. S. 1717 

A-t length, dear sister, I am safely arrived with all 
my family in good health at Peterwaradin ; having suf- 
fered so little from the rigour of the season (agai^t. 
which we were all provided by furs ) and found such 
tolerable accommodation '•very where, by i>the care of 
sending before, that 1 can hardly forbear laughing 
when I recollect aU the frightful ideas that vVere 
given me of this journey. These, I see, were wholly 
owing to the tenderness of my Yienna friends, and 
their desire of keeping me with them for this winter. 
Perhaps it will not be disagreeable to you to give a 
short journal of my journey, being through a coun- 
try entirely unknown to you^ and very little passed, 
even by the Hungarian themselves, who generally 
chuse to take the conveniency of going down the Da- 
nube. We have had the blessing of being favoured 
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j with liner weadier thi^n is cQuiman at this time -o't’ 

the year; though the suow was so deep, we were 
^ obliged to hare our own coaches fixed upon tmU 

neauXf which move so swift and so easily, ’tis by 
far the most agreeable maoner of travelling post. 
We earae to Raab (the second day from Vienna ) on 

the seventeenth instant, where Mr. W sending 

word of our arrival to the governor, the best house 
in the town was provided for us, « the garrison put 
under arms, a guard ordered at onr door, and all 
other honours paid to ns. The governor .ind all other 

officers immediately waited on Mr. W , to know 

if there was any thing to he done for his seryiee. 
The bishop of Teiueswar came to visit us with great 
civility, earnestly pressing us to dine with him next 
day, which we refusing, as being resolved to jmrsue 
our journey, he sent ns several baskets of winter 
frnit, and a great variety of Hungarian ^ines, with 
a young hind just killed. This is a prelate of great 
power in this oountry, of the ancient family of Na- 
dasti, so considaiabie, for many ages, in this kingdom. 
' He is a very polite, agreeable, cheerful old man, 

wearing the Hungarian habit, with a venerable white 
beard down to bis girdle. — Raab is a strong town, 
• well garrisoned and fortified, and was a long time 
the frontier town between the T nrkish and German 
empii'C. It has its name from the river Rab, on which 
it is situated, j nst on its meeting with the Danube, 
I inOn open champaign cobnti'y. It was finst taken by 

! theTurks under the command of bassa Sinan, in the 

j Tcign of saltan Amurath HI, in the year 1 594* The 

I governor, being supposed to have betrayed it, was 
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tfterMrds beheaded by the emperor’s command. The 
ooants of Swartzenburg and Palsi retook it by sur- 
prize in i 5 g 8 , since wbieb time it has remained in 
the ban^ of the Germans^ thongh the Turks once 
more attempted lo gain it by stratagem in 1642^- The 
cathedral is large and well built^ which is ail I saw 
remarkable' in the town,. Leatring Comora on the 
other side the river, we went the eighteenth to Nos* 
mohl, a small village, wherc^ however, we made shift 
to find tolerable* accommodation,. We continued two’ 

" days travelling betw^een this place and Ruda, thxrough 
the finest plains in the world, as even as if they were ' 
paved, and extremely fruitful; but for the most pari 
desert ami nnenitiVated, laid waste by the long wars 
between the Tnrk and the emperor, and the more 
ernel civil war, occ«>sioDed by the barbarous perse- 
cution of the Protestant religion by the emperor* 
Leopold,. That prince has left behind him the cfaa- 
’ racter of an extraordinary piety, and was naturally 


\ 


of a mild mercifnl temper; but,: putting his con- 
science into the hands of a Jesuit, he was more cruel 
and treacheroas to his poor Hungarian subjects, than 
ever the Turk has been to the Christians ; breaking, 
without scruple, his coronation oath, and his faith 
solemnly given in many pubbok treaties.. Indeed no- 
thing can be more melancholy’ than, in travelling 

thropgh Hungary, to reflect on the former flourish- 

• * . 

ing state of that kingdom^ and to see such a noble 
spot of earth almost uninhabited. Such are also the 
present circumstances of Rada (where we arrived* 
very early the twenty-second), once the royal seat 
of “the Hnngarian kings, whose palace th|Bre w'as 
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reckoned one of the most beautiful boildin|;s of tho 
age, uow wholly destroyed, no part ,of the town 
having been repaired since the last siege, but the 
fortiiirations and the castle, which is the pi^ent re- 
sidence of the governor general Ragule, an officer 
of great merit. He came immediately to see us, and 
carried ns in his coach to his honse, where I was 
received by his lady with all possible civility, . and 
magnificently entertained. This city is sitnated npon 
a little hill on the south side of the Dannbc. The 
castle is much higher than the town, and from it 
tiie prospect is very noble. Without the walls lie a 
vast number of little houses, or rather huts, that they 
call the llascian towns, being altogether inhabited 
by that people. The governor assured me it would 
furnish twelve thousand fighting men. These towns 
look very odd; their houses stand in rows, jfiinj 
thousand of them so close together, that they appear, 
at a little distance, like old-fashioned thatched tents. 
They consist, every ope of them, of one hovel above, 
and another under ground ; these are their summer 
and winter apartments. Ruda was first taken by So- 
lyman the magnlflceut, in i5a,6, and lost the follow- 
ing year to Ferdinand the .first, king of Rohgmia. 
Solyman regained it by the treachery of the garrison, 
and voluntarily gave^it into the hands of king John 
of. Hungary, after whose death, his son being an in- 
fa)it, Ferdinand laid siege to it, and the queen mother 
was forced to call Solyman to her aid. He indeed 
raised tbc siege; but left a Turkish garrison in the 
town, and commanded her fo remove her court from 
thence, which she was forced to submit to in i54k 
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It -resisted afterwards 'the "sieges laid to it by the 
marquis of Erondenbnrg, ia the year 1 542 ; count 
Swarxenbnrg, ; general Rosworm, in 1602 ; apd 
the duke of Lorram, commander of the emperor’s 
forces, in 1684, to whom; it yielded in 16^6, after 
an obstinate defense, Apti bassa, tlte governor, being 
killed fighting in the breach with a roman ‘bravery. 
The loss of this town was so important and so much 
reseated by the Tnrk^ that it occasioned the depo- 
sing of their emperor Mahomet the fourth, the year 
following. - f • 

We did notproceed on our journey till the twenty, 
third, when we passed through Adam and Todowar, 
both considerable towns when in the hands of the 
Turks, but now quite ruined. The remains, however, 
of some Turkish towns shew something of what they 
have been. This part of the conntry is very mncR 
overgrown with wood, and little frequented. ’Tis 
incredible what vast number of wild fowl we saw, 
which often live here to a good old age,— and » nn- 
disturb’d by guns, in quiet sleep ». — We came the ' 
five and twentieth to Mohatch, and were shewed the 
field near it, where Lewis, the young king of Hun- 
gary, lost his army and his life, being drowned in 
a ditch trying to fly from Balybeus, general of So- 
l3rman the raagnificenti This battle opened the first 
passage for the Turks into the heart of Hungary. — 
1 don’t name to yon the little villages, of which I can 
aay nothing remarkable ; but I’ll assure you I have 
always found a warm stove and great plenty, parti- 
enlarly of wildboar, venison, and all kinds oigibier. 
Tlie few. people that inhabit Hungary live easily 
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enoagh : they haec no inooey; bnt the woods and 
p lyinR afford them provision in great abondanee. 
They were ordered. to give ns all things necessary, 
even what horses we pleased to demand, gratis; but 
Mr, W— — y would not oppress the poor country 
people, by making use of this order, and always paid 
them to the full worth of what we had. They were 
so sujcprized at this unexpected generosity, which 
they were so little used to, that they always pressed 
upon us, at parting, a doaen of fat pheasants, or 
something of that sort, for a present. Their dress is 
very primitive, being only a plain sheep’s skin, and 
a cap and boots of the same stuff. Ton may easily 
imagine tliis lasts them many winters ; and thus they 
have very little occasion for money. The. twenty- 
sixth, we passed over the frozen Danube, with all 
our equipage and carriages. We met, on the other- 
side, general Veterani, who invited ns, with great 
civility, to pass the night at a little castle of his, a 
few .miles off, assuring us we should have a very 
hard day’s journey to reach Esseck. This we found 
bnt too true, the woods being very dangerous, and 
scarce passable, from the vast quantity of wolves that 
hoard.in them. We came, however, safe, though late, 
to Esseck, where we stayed a day, to dispatch a cou- 
rier with letters to the bassa of Belgrade ; and I took 
that opportunity of seeing the town, which is not 
'very large, but fair built and well fortified. This was 
a to\^n of great trade, very rich and populous, when 
in the hands of the Turks. It is situated on the 
Drave, which runs into the Danube. The bridge was 
esteemed one of the most extraordinary in the world, 
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being eight thonsand j^ces ‘long^'end'all.bailt'of 
oak. It was bornt, and the < city laid in ashes by 
count Lesiy, s68-5, bat was again repaired and for* 
tilled by the Turks, who, howeVer, abandoned it in 
1687. -General Dunnewalt then took possession of it 
for the emperor, in whose hands it has remained 
ever since,- and is esteemed one o£ the bulwarks of 
Hungary. .The twenty*eighth we went to Bocorwar, 
» very’iarge Rascian town,’ aU huilt after the-manner 
I have described to yon. We were met there by colo* 

nel , who would not suffer us to go any where 

but to his quarters, where 1 found his wife.) a very 
agreeable Hungarian lady, and his nibceand daughter^ 
two pretty ypung women, crowded into three or four 
Rascian houses, cast into one, and made as neat and 
convenient as those places are capable of being made. 
The Hungarian ' ladies ore mneh handsomer than 
those of Austria. 'All the Vienna beauties are of that 
country. They are generally very fair and well sha- 
ped, and their dress, I think,' is extremely becoming. 
This lady was in a gown bf.scarlet velvet, lined and 
facetl with sables, made exact to- her shape, and. the 
skirt felling to her feet. The- sleeves are strait to 
their arms, and the sti^s buttoned before, with two- 
rows of little buttons of gold, pearl,' or diamonds. 
On their beads they wear a tassel of gold, that hangs 
low on one side, lined with sable, orsome other fine 
far. — They gave us a handsome dinner, and I 
thought the conversation very polite and agreeable. 
Ihey would accompany ns part of our way. — The 
twenty ninth, we arrived here, where we were met 
by the commanding officer, at the head of all the 
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oCficerslof the- garrison. We. are lodged ia the beck 
apartment of the goYernor's house, and entertained 
in a very splendid mann«-, by the emperor’s order. 
We wait here . till all poin'ts are adjnstedfoonoemin^ 
«ur reception* on the Tnrkish frontiers. Mr. W — y’s 
courier, which he 'sent from Esseck, returned this 
morning, with the kassa’s answer in a pnrse of scarlet 
sattin, which 'the interpreter here has 'translated. 
*Tis'to promise him to be hononrahly received.'! de.. 
.sired him to appoint where we shonld be met by the 
Turkish convoy. He has dispatched the courier 
back, naming Betsko, a village in the midway between 
Peterwaradin and Belgrade. We shall stay here till we 
receive his answer. — Thus, dear sister, I- have given 
yon a very particular, and, I am afraid youTll thinkT, 
ft tedious account of -this part of my travels. It was 
not an affectation of shewing my reading, that has' 
made me tell you some little scraps of the history 
of the towns I have passed through : I have always 
avoided any thing of that kind, when I spoke o£ 
places that I believed you knew the story of, as well 
as myself. But Hungary being a part of the world, 
which I believe quite new to yon, I thought you 
might read with some pleasure an account of iv 
which I have been very solicitous to get from the 
best hands. However, if you don’t like it. His in your' 
power to forbear reading it. 

I am, dear sister, 

I am promi.sed to have this letter carefully sent 
to Vienna. 
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XXIV. To Mr. pope. 

• '■ • ‘ • 

, Belgrade, February i% O. S, 1717. ' 

X DID verily intend to write to yon a long letter 
{rom Peterwaradin, where I expected to stay three 
or four days, but the bassa here, wasrin such haste 
to see ns, tJ^t he dispatched the courier back (which 

J4r, W y had sent to knqwt the* time he ^ would 

aend the convoy to meet ns)^'withont.shffering him 
to pull off his bootSr My letters were not thought 
important enongh to stop onr journey,. and werieCt 
Peterwaradin the next day, being; waited on by the 
c^ief officers of the garrison;, and a considerable 
convoy of .Germans and Rasclans. The emperor has 
several regiments of these people ; »bnt, to say the 
truth, they. are rather plunderers than soldiers ; ha^ 
ving no pay, and being obliged to furnish thrir own 
arms, and horses; they rather look< like vagabond gyp- 
sies,' or stout beggars, than regular troops. 1 cannot 
forbear speaking a word of this race of creatures; 
who are very numerons all over Hungary. They 
have a patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, and are 
really of the Greek church; but their extreme igno* 
ranee gives their priests occasion to impose. several 
'new notions upon them. These ‘fellows, letting their 
hair and beard grow' inviolate, make exactly the fi- 
gui*e of the Indian bramins:. They are heirs. general 
to all the money of the daily,' for which, in 'return^ 
they give. them formal passports signed an(hsealed for 
heaven ; and the wives and ichildren only inherit the 


asd «atU«. In. most other {joints they follow 
the Greek chsnch. — This little digression has inter- 
zopted m.y telling yoii we passed over the fields of 
Carlowitz, where the last great victory was obtained 
by prince Engcne over the Turks. The marks of that 
gloriona bloo<ly day are yet recent, the field being 
}Mt strewed with- the skulls and carcasses of unboried 
Ben, horses^ a&<l canids. I could not look without 
horror on such nnmbecs of mangled hnman bodies, 
nor without reflecting on the injustice of war,’ that 
makes- iiwdei:not only necessary but iiierit-orious. 
Nothing Baems to he a. plainer proof of the irratio^ 
iMdity of maakind ( whatever fine claims we pretend 
to reason) than the rage with which -they contest 
for a small spot of ground, when such vast parts of 
fruitful earth lie quite uuinhabiled. ’I'is true, custom . 
has. now made it unavoidable ; bat can there be a 
greater demonstration of want of reason, than a ens* 
torn, being firmly established, so. plainly contrary, to 
the interest of man in general P I am a good deal- 
inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that the state of na- 
ture is. a. state of. war ; but thence I conclude hnman 
nature not- rational, if the word reason means com- 
mon sense, a^ I. suppose it does*. I have a great many 
admirable arguments to support this reflection; 1 
•Ivou’t however trouble yon with them, but return, 
in -a plain style, >tb -the history of ray travels. 

• !'‘Wc were met atiBetsko (a village in the midway 
between Belgrade and Peterwaradin ) by an aga of 
the janizaries,>w.ith<ai body of Turks,, eatceeding the 
Germans by ode hundred men, though ^tbe bassa had 
angaged-to send exactly tbc same number. 'Yaa.raay 
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jadge l>y this of their fears. I am r^Uy persnaded 
that they hardly thoaght the odds of one hundred 
men set them even with the Germans; however, “I 
was very uneasy till they were parted, fearing some 
quarrel might arise notwithstanding the parole given. 
We came late to Belgrade, the deep snows making 
the ascent to it very difficult. It seems a' strong city^ 
fortified, on the east side, by the Danube, and on 
the south, by the river Save; and was formerly the 
harrier of Hungary. It was first taWcn by Solyman 
the magnificent, and since by the emperor’s forc^, 
led by the elector of Bavm*ia. The raperor held it 
only two years, it being rctakeh by the grand vizier. 
It is now fortified with the utmost care and skill the 
Turks are capable of, and strengthened by a yery 
utimerous garrison of their bravest Janizaries, com^ 
ihanded by a bassa seraskier (f. e. general ) ; though 
this last expression is not very just ; for, to say truth, 
the seraskier is commanded by the janizaries. These 
troops have an absolute authority here, and their 
conduct <ii ries mnch more the aspect of rebellion, 
than the appearance of subordination. You may 
Judge* of this by the following story, which at the 
same time will give you an idea of the admirable in^* 
tejligcncc of the governor ol Peterwaradin, thongh 
so few hours distant. We were told by him at Peter- 
waradin, that the garrison and inhabitants of Bel- 
grade were so weary of the war^ they had killed their 
bassa about two months ago, in a mutiny, because 
he had suffered himself to be prevailed upon by a 
bribe of five purses (five hundred pounds sterling) 
tp give permission to the 'i'arlars to ravage the 
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German frontiers. We were very well pleased to hear 
of sach favourable dispositions in the people ; bat 
-when we came hither, we found the {'uvernor had 
been ill informed, and the real truth of tbe story to 
be this: The late bassa fell under the displeasure of 
his soldiers for no other reason bjit restraining their 
incursions on the Germans. They took it into their 
heads, from that mildness, that he had intelligence 
-with the enemy, and sent such information to the 
grand signior,;^ Adrianople;bnt redress not coming 
quick enough from thence, they assembled them- 
selves in a tumultuous manner, and by force dragged 
their bassa before tbe cadi and mufti, and there de- 
manded justice in a mutinous way; one crying out : 
Why he protected the infidels? another: Why he 
squeezed them of their money? The bassa, easily 
guessing their purpose, calmly replied to them, that 
they asked him too many questions, and that he had 
but one life, which must answer for all. They then 
immediately fell upon him with their scymitars (with- 
out waiting the sentence of the heads of t|^ law), and 
in a few moments cut him in pieces. The present 
bassa has not dared to punish the murder ; on the 
contrary, he affected to applaud the actors of it, as I 
brave fellows, that knew how to do' themselves jus- 
tice. He takes all pretences of throwing money among 
the garrison, and suffers them to make little excur- 
sions into Hungary, where they burn some poor 
Rascian houses. 

You may imagine, I cannot be very easy in av. 
town which is really under the government of an-' 'vst 
insolent soldierv. — We expected to be immediately 
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dism’iMed , after a night’s lodging: here; bntthe pacha 
detains ns till he receives orders from Adrianople, 
which may, possibly, he a month a comings In the 
mean time, we are lodged in one of the best houses^ 
belonging to a very considerable mamamongst them, 
and have a whole chamber of janizaries to guard us. 
My only diversion is the conversation of our host 
Achraet-beg, a title something like that of count in 
Germany. His father was 'a great pach'a, and he has 
been educated in the most polite eastern learning, 
being perfectly skilled in the Arabick and Persian 
languages, and an extraordinary scribe, which they 
call effendi. This accomplishment makes way to the 
greatest preferments ; but he has had the good sense 
to prefer an easy, quiet, secure life, to all the dan- 
gerous honours of the Porte. He sups with us every 
night, and drinks wine very freely. You cannot ima- 
gine how much he is delighted with the liberty of 
conversing with me. He has explained to me several 
pieces of Arabian poetry, which, I observe, are in 
nambers, not unlike ours, generally of an alternate 
verse, and of a very musical sound. Their, expres- 
sions of love are very passionate and lively. I am so 
much pleased with them, 1 really believe 1 should 
learn to read Arabick, if 1 was to stay here a £ew 
months. 'He has a very good library of their books 
of all kinds ; and, as he tells me, spends the greatest 
part of his life there. I. pass for a great scholar with 
him, by relating to him some of the Persian, tales,* 
which 1 find are genuine. At first, he believed 1 un- 
derstood Persian. 1 have frequent disputes with;, him 
eonccrniug the difference of our customs, parhcu- 
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KariT the confluement of women. He assures me tbna ' 

*” . . . * ‘ 1 

is nothing at all in it; only^ says he, we have the 

advaptage that wlien our wives cheat us, no body 
hnows it. He has w'it, and is more polite than many 
Christian men of quality. I am very much entertaiu- 
cd with him. — lie has had the curiosity to make 
one of our servants set him an alphabet of our let- 
ters, and can already write a good Roman hand. But 
these amusements do not hinder my wishing hearti- 
ly to he out of this rplace ; though the weather is 
colder than I believe it ever was, any where, but i»» 
Greenland. -—We have a very large stove constantly 
Ttept hot, .and yet the windows of the room are frraen 
ou the iniside. — God knows when I may have au 
opportunity ofaending thisletter ; but I have written 
it for the di.scharge of my own conscience; and you 
cannot now reproach me that one .of yours makra 
ten of mine- Adieu. 


XXV, To HER ROYXI. HIGHNESS 

THE Princess OP Wai.es (i). 

Adrlanoide, April i, O, S. 1717. 

I hate now, madam, finished a journey that 1ms 
not been" undertaken by any Christian, since the 
time of the Greek emperors; and I shall not regret. 
aU the fatigues I have suf.^ered in it, if it gives me 
an opportunity of amusing your R. H. by an acebuat 

(i) The late queen Ciioline, 
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»f places utterly unkuowa amongst us ; the empe* 
ror’.s ambassadors, and those few English that have 
conic hither, always going on the Danube to Nico- 
polis. But the river was now frozen, and Mr. W — 
was so zealous for the service of his majesty, that 
he would not defer his journey to wait for the con- 
Teniency of that passage. We crossed the deserts of 
Servia, almost quite overgrown with wood, though 
a country' naturally fertile. The inhabitants are in- 
dnstrlous; but the oppre.sslon of the peasants is so 
great, they are forced to abandon their hou.scs, and, 
neglect their tillage, all they have being a prey to the 
janizaries, whenever they please to seize upon it. We 
had a guard of five hundred of them, and I was al- 
most in tears every day, to see their insolencics in 
the poor villages through which we passed. — After 
' .seven days travelling through thick woods; we came 
to Nissa, once the capital of Servia, situated in a fine 
plain on the river Nissa va, in a very good air, and 
so fruitful a soil, that the great plenty is hardly cre- 
dible. I was certainly assured that the quantity of 
wine last vintage was so prodigious,- that they were 
forced to dig holes in the eai*th to put it in, not ha- 
ving vessels enough in the town to hold it. The hap- 
piness of this plenty is scarce jjerceived by the op- 
pressed people. I saw here a new occasion for my 
compassion. The wretches that had provided twenty 
waggons for our baggage from Belgrade hither for a 
certain hire, being all sent back without payment, 
some of their horses lamed, and others killed, with- 
out any satisfaction made for them. The poor fel- 
lows came round the honse weeping and tearing 


Digitized by G*-« 


7« LETTERS 

their hair and beards in a most pilifal manner, with> 
oat getting any thing but drnbs from the insolent 
soldiers. I cannot express to your K. U. how much 
I was moved at this scene. I would liave paid them 
the money, out of my own pocket, with all my heart ; 
bnt it would have been only giving so ranch to the 
aga, who would have taken it from them without 
any remorse. After four days journey from this place 
over the mpnntains, we came to Sophia, situated in 
a large beautiful plain on the river Isca-, and sur- 
rounded with distant mountains. ’Tis hardly possible 
to see a more agreeable landskip. The city itself is 
Very large and extremely populous. Here are hot 
baths, very famous for their medicinal virtues. ~ 
Tour days journey from hence we arrived at Philip- 
popolis, after having passed the ridges between the 
mountains of Ifaemus and llhodope, which are always 
covered with snow. This town is situated on a rising 
ground, near the river Hebrns, and is almost whol- 
ly inhab'ted by Greeks; here are still some ancient 
Christian churches. They have a bishop : and seve- 
ral of the richest Greeks live here ; but they are for- 
ced to conceal their wealth with great care, the ap- 
pearance of poverty ( which includes part of its in- 
conveniences) being all tbclr security against feeling 
it in earnest. The country from hence to Adri.inojilft 
is the finest in the world.' Vines grow wild on all 
' the bills, and the pei^pelual spring they enjoy makes 
every thing gay and flourishing. But this ohiuafe, 
happy as it seems, can never be preferred to England, 
with all its frosts and snows, whde we are bicssed 
with an easy government, under a king who makes 
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his own happiness consist in the llherty of his 
people, and chooses lalhei* lobe looked upon as their 
father than their master.-^ — This theme would carry 
me. very far, and I am sensible 1 have already tired 

I ^ » 

out your R. H’s patience. But my letter is in your 
hands, and you may make it as short as yon please, 
Jby throwing it into the fire, when weary of reading 
it.M am, madam, , ' ’ 

! With the greatest respect. 




XX. YI. To THE LADY- 


• * 

Adrianople, April i, O. S. 1717. 

I AM now got into a new world, where every thing 
I see appears to me a change of scene ; and I write 
to your ladyship with, some content of mind, hoping, 

* ^ 0 

at least, that you w.lj find the charm of novelty in 
my letters, and no longer reproach me that I tell 
you nothing extraordinary. I won’t tronble you 
with a relation of our tedious journey; but I must 
not omit what I sa*v remarkable at Sophia, one of 
tile mo.st beautiful lowr»s in the Turjkis^h empire, and 
famous for its hot batlis, th^t ^[re-resorted to both 
fur diversion and* health. I stopt here one day, on 
purpose to see them ; and designing to go incognito, 

I hired a Turkish coach. These 'voitures arc not at 

i 

ail like ours, but much "more convenient for the 
ijoiintry, the heat being so. great that glasses would 
be very troublesome. They are made a good deal in 
the manner of the.Qutch stage coaches, havipg 
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wooden lattices painted and gilded^; the inside being 
also painted with baskets and nosegays ol flowers, 
intermixed commonly with fittle poetical mottos. They 
are covered all over with scarlet cloth, lined with 
silk, and very often richly embroidered and fringed. 
— This covering entirely hides the persons in them, , 
but may be thrown back at pleasure, and thus per- 
mit the ladies to peep ihrongh the lattices. They 
hold four people very conveniently, seated on cu- 
shions, but not raised. 

In one of these covered waggons, I went to the 
bagnio about ten o’clock. It was already full of wo- 
men. It is bniJt of stone, -in the shape of a dome, 
with no windows but in the roof, which gives light 
enough. There were five of these domes joining to- 
geth'^r, the outmost being less than the rest, and 
serving only as a hall, where the portress stood at the 
door. Ladies of quality generally give this woman a 
crown or ten shillings, and 1 did not forget that ce- 
remony. The next room is a very large one, paved 
with’marhle, and all round it are two raised sofas of 
marble, one above another. There were four foun- 
tains of cold water in this room, falling first into 
marble basons, and then running on the floor in little 
channels made for that purpose, which carried the 
streams into the next room, something less than this, 
with the same sort of marble sofas, but so liot with 
steams of sulphur, proceeding from the baths joining 
to it, ’twas impossible to stay there with one’s clothes 
on. The two otlier domes were the Lot baths, one of 
which had cocks of cold water turning into it to 
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temper it to what degree of warmth the hather^le»* 
sed to have. • . 

I was in my travelUog habit, which is a riding 
dress, aud certainly appeared very extraordinary to 
theiu.^ Yet there was not .one, of, them that shewed 
the least^surprise or impertinent curiosity, but re- 
’ ceived me with all the obliging civihty possible. I 
know no European court, where the lathes would 
have behaved theioselves in so polite a manner to 
such a stranger. I Relieve, upon the whole, there 
were two hundred women, and yet none of those 
disdainful smiles, and satirical w^hispers, that never 
fail in onr ascemblie.s, v\hen any body appears that 
is not dressed exactly in the fashion. They repeated 
over and over to me : « Guiuzei., tex GuiuzEr.,» which 
is -nothing but « charmipg, very charming. » — The 
first sofas were covered with cushions and rich rarr 
pets, on which. sat the Ladies; aud on the .second . 
their slaves behind them, hqt without any distincT 
tion of rank by their dress, all being in the state of 
nature, thati.sin piain English, stark naked, with- 
out any beauty or defect concealed. Yet there was 
not the least wanton smile or immodest gesture 
among them. They walked and moved with the same 
niajcstick grace, which Milton describes our general 
mother with. There were many amongst them, as 
exactly proportioned as ever any goddess was drawn 
by the pencil of a Guido or Titian, — and most of 
their .skins' shioingly white, only adorned by their 
beautiful hair, divided into inauy tresses, hanging on 
their shpalder.s, braided either with pearl or ribbon, 
perfectly representing the hgure.s of the graces. 
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. I was here convlui'cd of the tmth of a refle<^ion 
I have often made, that, if it were the fashion to go 
naked, the face would be hardly observed. I percei-» 
ved that the ladies of the 'most delicate skins and fi- 
nest sinipcs had the greatest share of my admira- 
tion, though their faces were sometimes less heanti- 
fiil than those of their companiona. To tell yon the 
truth, I had wickedness enough towbh secretly that 
Mr. Jervas could hjive been there invisible. I fancy 
it Would have very much improved his art, to see so 
many fine women naked in different postures, some 
in conversation, some working, others drinking cof- 
fee or sherbet, and many negligently lying on their 
enshions, while their slaves (generally pretty girls 
of seventeen or eighteen ) were employed in braiding 
their h.air in several pretty fancies. In short, ’tis the 
woman’s coffee-house, where all the news of the 
town is told, scandal invented, etc. — They general- 
ly take this diversion once a week, and stay there at 
least four or five hours, without getting cold by im- 
mediately 'coming out of the hot-bath into the cold 
room, which w'as very surprising to me. I’he lady 
that seemed the most considerable among them, en- 
treated me to sit by her, and would fain have un- 
dressed me for the bath. I excused myself with some 
difficulty. They being, however, all so earnest in 
pevsnading me, 1 was at last forced to open my shirt, 
and shew them iny stays, which satisfied them very 
well ; for I mw they belieVed I was locked up in that 
machine, and that it was not in my own power to 
open it, which contrivance they attributed to my 
husband.^ — I was charmed with their civility and 
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beaaty, and should have been very glad to pasa 
more tinoe with tjheni ; but Mr. W — resolving to 
pursue his journey next morning early, I was in 
haste to see the ruins of J ustinian's, church, which 
did not afford me so agreeable a prospect as I had 
left, being little more than a of stones. 

Adieu, madam, I am sure I have now entertained 
yon with an account of such a sight, as you never ' 
saw in your life, and what no book of travels could 
inform you of, as ’tis no less than death for.a man to 
be fonnd in one of these places. 


- , XXVII. To THE Abbot- 


Adrianople, April i, 0 , S. 1717, 

’"You see that I am very exact in keeping the pro* 
mlse you engaged me to make. I know not,Jiiowpvcr, 
whether your curiosity Avill be satisfied with the ac- 
counts I shall' give you, tho’ I can assure you, the de- 
sire I have to oblige you to the utmost of my power 
has uiaile me very diligent in my inquiries and ob^ 
servalions. ’Tis certain we have but very imperfect 
accounts of the manners and religion of these people : 
tjjis part of the world being seldom visited, but by 
merchants, who mind little but their own affairs; or 
travellers, who make too short a stay to be able to 
report any thing exactly of their own knowledge. 
The Turks are loo proud to converge familiarly with 
merchants, who can give no*better account of the 
Ways here, than a French refugee, lodging in a gar- 
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ret ia’ Cieek-strect, conld write of the coart of En- 
gland. The journey we have made from Relgrade 
hither cannot possibly be passed by any out of a 
publick character. Ihe desert woods of Servia are 
the common refuge of tliieves, who rob, llfly in a 
company, so that we h.ad need of all our guards to 
secure us; and the villages are so poor, that only 
force could extort from them necessary provisions. 
Indeed the janizaries liad no mercy on their pover- 
ty, killing all the poultry and sheep they could find, 
without asking to whom they befonged ; while the 
wretched owners durst not put in their claim for 
fear of being beaten. Lambs just fallen, geese and 
turkies big with egg, all massacred without distinc- 
tion. I fancied 1 heard the coraplaiuts of Melibeus, 
for the hope of bis flock. When the pachas travel, 
’tis yet worse. Those oppressors arc not content 
with eatihg all that is to be eaten belonging to the 
peasants*; after they have crammed themselves and 
their nnmerous retinue, they have the im[)udence 
to exact what they call teeth-money, a contribution 
for the use of their teeth, viorn with doing them the 
honour of cfevouring their meat. This is literally, 
and exactly true, however extravagant it may seem ; 
and such is the natural corruption of a military go- 
vernment, their religion not allowing of this barb’a- 
I’ity, any more than ours does. 

I had the advantage of lodging three w’eeks at 
Belgrade, with a principal effendi, that is to say, a 
scholar. This sdt of men are equally cajiable of pre- 
ferments in the law or the church ; those two sciences 
being cast into one, and a lawyer and a priest being 
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the s^me word in the Turkish language. They 
all the only men really considerable in the eni|iiir, 
are the profitable employments and church revenues 
are in their hands. The grand signior, though gem- 
ral heir to his people, never presuines to touch 
their lands or money, which go, in ^n’ uninterrup- 
ted succession, to their children. ’Tis true, they lose 
this privilege by .accepting a place at court, or the 
title of pacha; but there are few examples of such 
fools among them. You may easily judge of the 
power of these men, who have engrossed all, the 
learning and almost all the wealth of the empire. 

’ I’is they that are the real authors, tho’ the soldiers 
are the actors, of revolutions. They deposed the late 
sultan. Mnstapha, and their power is so well known, 
that ’tis the emperor’s interest to flatter them. 

This is a long digression. I was going to tell you 
that an intimate da.ly conversation with the effendi 
Achmet-heg gave me an opportunity of knowing 
their religion and morals in a more particular man- 
ner than perhaps any Christian ever did. I explain- 
ed to him the difierence between^ the religion of 
England and Rome ;and he was pleased to hear there 
were Christians, that did not worship images, or^ 
adore the Virgin Mary. The ridicule of transuLstan- 
tiation appeared very strong to him. Upon com|Mt- 
ring our creeds together, I am convinced that if ' 

our friend Dr. , had free liberty of preaching 

here, it would be very easy to persuade the gcnc- 
lalily to Cljristianlty, vvhose notions are very little 
different from his. Mr. Whisfon would make a .v^-iy 
good apostle here. I don’t doubt but his zeal will l>e^ 
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mach fired, if you communicate this account to him ; 
but tell him, he mu^t first have the gift of tongues, 
before he can possibly be of any use. — IMabometism 
is divided into as mauy sects as Christianity, and 
the first in.stitutiou as mnch neglected and obscured 
by interpretations. I cannot here fbrbear icflecting 
on the natural inclination of mankind, to make mys> 
teries and novelties. — The Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, etc. , 
put me in mind of the Catholicks, Lutherans, and 
Calvinists, and are equally zealous against one an* 
other. But the most prev^ailing opinion, if you search 
into the secret of the effendis, is plain Deism.This 
is indeed kept from the people, who are amused 
•with a thousand different notions, according to the 
different interests of their preachers. — There are 
very few amongst them ( Achmet-beg denied there 
were any ) so absurd , as to set up for wit, by de- 
claring they believe no God at all. And sir Paul 
Rycaut is mistaken ( as he commonly is ) iu calling 
the sect Mnterin ( i. e. the secret with us ) Atheists, 
they being Dei.sts, whose impiety consists in making 
aqest of their prophet. Achmet-beg did not own to* 
me that he was of this opinion, bat made no .scrapie 
of deviating from some part of Mahomet’s law, by 
drinking wine with the same freedom we did. When 
I asked him how he came to allow himself that li- 
berty; he made answer, that all the creatures of God 
arc good, and designed for the use of man; how- 
ever, that the prohibition of wine was a very wise 
maxim, and meant for the common people, being 
the .sonree of all disorders amongst them ; but 
that the prophet never designed to confine those 
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that knew how to nse it with moderation; het'er- 
theless, he said that Scandal ought to be avoided, 
and that he never drank it in publick. This is the 
'• general way of thinking amongst them, and very 
few forbear drinking wine, that are able to afford 
it. He assnred me that, if I anderstood Arabick, I 
shoald'be very well pleased with reading the alco- 
ran, which is so far from the nonsense we charge 
it with, that ’tis the purest morality, delivered in 
the very best language. I have since heard impartial 
Christians speak of it in the same manner ; and I 
don’t doubt but that all our translations are from 
copies got from the Greek priests, who would not 
fail to falsify it with the extremity of malice. No 
body of men ever were more ignorant, or more cor- 
rnpt; yet they differ so little from the Romish 
church, that I confess nothing gives me a greater 
abhorrence of the cruelty of your clergy, than the 
barbarons persecution of them, whenever they have 
been their masters, for no other reason than their 
not acknowledging the pope. The di$.senting in that 
one article has got them the titles of Hereticks, and 
Schismaticks ; and, what is worse, the same treat- 
ment. 1 found at Philippopolis a sect of Christians 
thai call themselves Paulines. They shew an old 
church, where they say St. Paul preached, and he 
is their favourite saint, after the same manner that 
St. Peter is at Rome ; neither do they forget to give 
Juna the preference over the rest of llie apostles. 

Rut of all the' religions I have seen, that of the 
Amounts seems to me the most pait'cular ; they are 
natives of Amoontlich, the ancient Macedonia, und 

8 . 
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still retain the courage and hardiness, though they 
have lost the name oi Macedobians, being the best 
militia in the Turkish empire, and the only check 
upon the janizaries. -They are foot sold.ers; we had 
a guard of them, relieved in every considerable town 
we passed ; they are all clothed and armed at their 
own expeucc, dressed in clean white coarse cloth, 
carrying guns of a prodigious length, which they 
run with on their shonldcrs, ns if they did not feel 
the weight of them, the leader singing a sort of n 
mde tune, not unpleasant, and the rest making up 
the chorus. These people living between Christi.tns 
and Mahometans, and not being skilled in oontro> 
versy, declare that they are utterly nnahle to judge 
W'hich religion is best; but, to be certain of not en- 
tirely rejecting the truth, they very prudently fol'» 
low both. They go to the mosques on fridays, and 
to the church on Sundays, saying, for their excuse, 
that at the day of judgment they are sure of protection 
from the true prophet ; hut which that is, they are 
not able to determine in this world. 1 believe tliei-e 
is no other race of mankind, who have so modest 
an opinion of their own capacity. • 

These are the remarks I have made ou the diver- 
sity. of religions I have seen. I don’t ask your j-.ar- 
dun for the liberty 1 have taken in speaking of the 
1loraa/i. 1 know you equally condemn the quackery 
of all churches, as much as you revere the sacred 
truths, in which we both agree. • 

You will expect I should say something to you of 
the antiquities of this count»*y, buf ihAe are few 
remains of ancient (.recce. We passed niear the piece 
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of an arcU ^liicL is commonly called Trajan's gate, 
from a snppositiou that he made it to shat up tlie 
passage over the monntaius, between Sophia and 
Philippopolis. l^nt I rather hclieveit the remains of 
some triumphal arch ( though 1 could nut see any 
inscription); for if that passage had been shut up, 
there are many others ^hat would serve for the ^ 
march of an array ; and, notwithstanding the story . 
of Bahlwin, earl of Flanders, being overthrown in 
these straits, after he won Constantinople, I don't 
fancy the Germans would find themselves stopped 
by them at this day. 'Tis true, the road is now made 
( with great industry ) as commodious as possible for 
the march of the Turkish army ; there is not one 
ditch or puddle, between this place and Belgrade, 
that has not a large strong bridge of planks built 
over it; but the precipices are not so terrible as I.harl 
heard them represented. At these mountains we lay 
at the little village Kiskoi, wholly inliabited hy 
Christians, as all the peasants of Bulgaria^arc. Their 
houses are nothing hut little hats raised of dirt ba- 
ked in the sun, and they leave them and fly into 
the mountains, some months before the march of 
I the Turkish army, who would else entirely ruin them, 
hy driving away their whole flocks. — This precau- 
tion secures them in a sort of plenty, for such vast • 
t'l'acts of laud lying in common, they have the liberty 
of sowing what they please , and are generally very 
industrious husbandmen. 1 drank here several sorts 
of delicious wine. The women dress themselves .in 
a great variety of coloured glass beads, and are n»t 
ugly, bat of a tawney complexion. I have now told 
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you all that is worth tellin" you, and perhaps more, 
relating to my journey. When I am at Constantino- 
ple, I’ll try to pick up some curiosities, and then 
you shall hear again from . 

Tours, etc. 


XXVIII. To THE Countess of B . ' 

Ailrianople, April i, O.S. 1717. 

As I never can foi^ct the smallest of your lady- 
ship's commands, my llrst business here has been 
to enquire after the stuffs you ordered me to look, 
for, without being able to hnd wh'it you would like. 
The difference of the dress here and at London 
is .so great, the same sorts of things are not proper 
for caftans and manteaux. However, I will not 
give over my search, but renew it again at Constan- 
tinople, though I have reason to believe there is 
nothing finer than what is to he found here, as this 
- place is at present t]ie residence of the court. Thr 
grand s'.guiqr’s eldest daughter was married some 
few days before I came hither, and upon that 00- 
easion the Turkish ladies display all their magnifi- 
cence. The bribe was conducted to her husband’s 
house in very great sjdeudour. — She is widow of 
the late vizier, who was killed at Peterwaradin, 
thongh that ought rather (o he called a contract than 
a marriage, since she never has lived with him ; how- 
ever, the greatest part of hi.s wealth is hers. He had 
the permission of visiting her in the seraglio ; and. 
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being one of the handsomest men in the empire, 
bad very mnch engaged her affections. — When she. 
saw this second husband, who is at least fifty, 
she could not forbear bursting into tears. He is in>t 
deed a man of merit, and the declared favourite of 
the sultan, (which they call mosayp) but that is 
not enough to make him pleasing iu the eyes of 4 
girl of thirteen. 

The government here is entirely in the hands of 
the army. The grand signior, with all his absolute 
power, is as mnch a slave as any of his subjects,, 
and trembles at a janizary’s frown. — Here is, in* 
deed, a much greater appearance of subjection than, 
amongst us ; a minister of state is uot spoke to,i 
but upon the knee; should a reflection on his 
conduct be dropt in a coffee-house ( for they have 
spies every where), , the. house would be razed to 
the ground, and perhaps the whole company put to., 
the torture. No huzzaing mobs, senseless pamphlets, 
and tavern disputes about politicks : r 

A consequential ill that freedom draws ; 

4 bad effect — but from a noble cause. 

None of our harmless calling names! — But when 
a minister here displeases the people, in three hours 
time he is dragged even from his master’s arms. 
They cut off his hands, head, and feet, and throw 
them before the palace-gate, with all the respect in , 
the world ; while the snltaq ( to whom they all pro- , 
fess an nnlimited adoration) sits trembling in his 
apartment, and dares neither defend nor revenge his 
favourite. I'his is the blessed condition of the most 

«. * 
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aiisolnte monarch npon earth, wbo owns no law bnt 
his will. 

1 cannot help wishing ,in the loyalty of my heart, 
that the parliament would send hither a ship-load' of 
your passive obedient men, that they might see ar- 
bitrary government in its clearest strongest light, 
whertf ’tishard tojudge*wh ether the prince, people, 
or ministers, are most miserable. 1 could make many 
reflexions on this subject; bnt I know, madam, yonr 
own good sense ha.s already furnished yt\n with better 
than 1 am capable of. 

I went yesterday along with the I'rench ambassa- 
dress to see the grand signior in his passage to the 
mosque. He was 2 >rcceded by a numerous guq^d of 
janixaries, with vast white feathers on their heads, 
as also by the spahis and'hostangces, ( these are foot 
and horse guards ) and the royal gardeners, which 
are a very considerable body of men, dressed in dif- 
ferent habits of line lively colonrs, so that at a dis- 
tance they appeared like a parterre of tulips. After 
' them the aga of the jadizarics, in a robe of purple 
velvet, lined with silver tissue, his Uorsp led by two 
slaves richly dressed. Next him the kyzlier aga (your 
ladyship knows, this is the chief' guardian of the ' 
seraglio ladies ), in a deep yellow cloth ( which suited 
very well to his black face') lined with' sables. Last 
came his Sublimity himself, arrayed ih green, lined 
with the fur of a black Muscovite fox, which is sups 
posed to be worth a thousand pounds sterling, and 
monnted on a fine horse, with furniture ,embroidered 
with j ewels. Six more horses, richly caparisoned, were 
led by him; and two of his principal conrtiers bore,. 
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ofie Ills gold, and the other his' silver coFfee-pdt, on 
a staff ; another carried a silver stool on his head for 
him to sit on. — It would be too tedioas to tell your 
ladyship the various dresses and turbants by which 
their rank is distinguished ; but they were ail extre- 
mely rich and gay, to the number of some thou- 
sands; so that perhaps there cannot be seen a more* 
beautiful procession. The sultan appeared to us a 
handsome man of about forty, with something, how- 
ever, severe in his countenance, and his eyes very 
full and black. He happened to stop nneler the win- 
dow where we stood, and ( I suppose being told who 
we were) looked upon us veiy attentively, so that 
we had full leisure to consider him. The French am- 
bassadress agreed with me as to his good mien. I 
see that lady very often ; she is young, and her con- 
versation would be a great relief to me, if I could 
persuade her to live without' those forms and cere- 
monies that make life formal and tire.some. Bu'l^he 
is so delighted with her guards , her four and twenty 
footmen, gentlemen-oshers, etc., thatshe would rather 
die than make me a visit without them, not to rec- 
kon a coachfui of attending damsels yclep'd maids of 
honour. What vexes me is that, as long as she will 
visit me with a troublesome equipage, I am obliged 
to do the same; however, our mutual interest makes 
us much together. I went with her the other day 
all round the town, in an open gilt chariot, with our 
joint train of attendants, preceded by our guards, 
who might have summoned the people to see what 
they had never seen, nor ever perhaps would see 
again, two young Christian ambassadreese.s at the same 
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time. Yoar ladyship may easily imagine, wc drew » . 
vast crowd of- speclatoi*s, bat ull silent as death. If 
'' any of them had taken the liberties of uur mobs upon 
any strange sight, our janizaries had made no scruple 
of falling on them with their scymitars, without 
danger for so doing, being above law. These people 
however (I mean the janizaries) have some good 
qaalitie.s; they arc very zraloas and faithfnl where 
they serve, and look upoh it as their business to 
fight for you on, all occasions. Of this I bad a very 
pleasant instadee in a village on this side ^Phili|lpo* 
polis, where we were met by oor domestick guards. 

I happened to bespeak pigeons for supper, upon 
which one of my janizaries went immediately to the 
eadi (the chief civil oflicer of the town) end ordered 
him to send in some dozeus. Ihe poor man answered 
that he already sent about, bnt conld get none. My 
janizary, in the height of his zeal for my service, . 

' immediately locked him up prisoner in his room , ' 
telling him he deserved death for his impudenre, in 
offering to excuse his not obeying my command ^ 
but, out of respect to me, he would not punish him 
but by my order. Accordingly he came very gravely 
to me, to ask what should be done to him ; adding, 
by way of compliment, that, if 1 pleased, he would 
bring me his head. — This may give you some idea 
bf the unlimited power of these fellows, who are all 
sworn brothers, and bound to revenge the injuries 
I done to one another, whether at Cairo, Aleppo, or 

any part of the world. Ihis inviolable league makes 
them so powerful, that the greatest man at court ^ 
never s]»e.iks to them but in a flattering tone; and 
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in Asia, any man that is ricb is forced to enroll 
himself a janizary to secure his estate. — But I have ^ 
already said enough, and I dare swear, dear madam,, 
that, by this time, ’tis a very comfortable reflection'^ 
to you, that there is no possibility of your receiving 
snch a tedious letter but once in six months; ’tis 
that consideration has given me the assurance of^ 
entertaining yon sb long, and will, I hope, plead 
the excuse of, dear madam, 

Tosirs , etc. . 


XXIX. To THE Countess or — . - 

Adrianople, April i, 0 . S. 1717. , 

I WISH to God, dear sister, that you were as re- 
gular in letting me know what passes on your side 
of the globe, as I am careful in endeavouring to 
amnse you by the account of all I see here, that I 
think worth your notice. You content yourself with 
telling me over and over that the town is very dull : 
it may possibly be dull to you, when every day does 
not present yon with solnething new ; but for me, 
that am in arrears at least two months news,' all tliat 
seems very stale with you, would be very fresh and 
sweet here. l*r;»y let me into more particulars, and 
1 will try to awaken your gratitude by giving yon 
a full and true relation of the novelties of this place, 
none of which would surprize yon more than a sight 
of my person, as I am now in roy Turkish habit, 
thongh I believe you would be of my opinion, that 
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*tis admirably becoming. — I intend to send yon my 
picture ; in the mean time accept of it Lere. 

The first part of ray dress is a pair of drawers, 
yery full, that reach to my shoes, aud conceal the 
legs more modestly than your petticoats. They are 
of a thin rose-coloured damask, brocaded with silver 
flowers. My shoes are of a white kid leather, em- 
broidered with gold. Over this hangs my smock , of 
a fine v^llite silk gauze, edged with embroidery. 1 his 
smock has wide sleeves banging half way down tlie 
arm, and is closed at the neck with a diamond button; 
but the shape and colour of the bosom is very well 
to be distinguished through it. — The antery is a 
waistcoat, roalle close to the shape, of white and gold 
damask, with very long sleeves falling back, and 
fringed with deep gold fringe, and should have 
diamond or pearl buttons. My caftan^ of the' same 
stuff with my drawers, is a robe exactly fitted to my 
shape and reaching to my feet, with very long strait 
falling sleeves. Over this is the girdle, of about four 
fingers broad, which all that can afford it have en- 
tirely of diamonds or other ]>recious stones ; those 
who will not be at that expence have it of exquisite 
embroidery on sattin ; hut it must be fastened before 
with a clasp of dhtmouds. — The ciirdee is a loose 
robe they throw o/f, or put on, according to the 
weather, being of a rich brocade (mine is green and 
gold) ; either lined with ermine or sables ; the sleeves 
reach very little below the shoulders. The head-dress 
is composed of a cap called talpock, which is, in 
winter, of^ fine velvet embroidered with pearls or 
diamonds, and, in summer, of a light thining silver 
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staff. This is fixed on one side of the head^ hanging 
• a little way down witli a gold tassel,' and bound on, 
either with a circle qF diamonds (as I have seen sc* 
veral) or a rich embroidered handkerchief. On the 
other side of the head, the hair is laid flat; and here 
the ladies are at liberty to shew their fancies : some 
pnttlng flowers, others a plnme of heron’s feathers, 
and, in short, what they please ; but the most general 
fashion is a large bouquet of jewels,' made like na* 
toral flowers, that is, the buds of pearl, the roses of 
different coloured rabies, the jessamines of diamonds, 
ihcjonquils of topazes, etc., so well set and enamelled^ 
'tis hard to imagine any thiD'jr of that kind so be^iiti* 
ful. The hair hangs at its full length behind, divided 
into tresses braided with pearl or ribbon, %vliich is 
always in great' quantity. I never saw in my life so 
many< fine beads of hair. In one lady’s I ha ve connted 
a hundred and ten of the. tresses, all natural ; but it 
must be owned that every kind of beanty is mote 
common here than with us. ’Tis surprizing to* see a 
yonng woman that is not very handsome. I’hey have 
naturally the most beautiful complexion in the w^'orld, 
. and generally large black eyes. Lean assure yoii w'itlv 
great truth, that the court of England (though I 
believe it ^e fairest in Christendom) does not con- 
tain so many beauties as are under our protection 
here. They generally shape their eye-brows, and both 
Greeks and.Turks have the custom of pulling round 

I 

their eyes a black tincture, that, at a distance, or 
by candle-Ught, adds very much to the blackness of 
them. 1 fancy many of our ladies wonld be overjoyed 
, to know this secret; but ’tis too* visible by day. They 
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die theiT nails a rose colour; but, I own, I cannot _ 
enongh accastom myself to this fashion, to find any 
beauty in it. ^ * ** 

As to their morality or good conclnct, I can say, 
like Harlequin, that ’tis just as ’tis with you; and 
the Turkish ladies don’t commit one sin the less for 
not being Christians. Now that 1 am a little ac- 
quainted with their ways, 1 cannot forbear admiring 
either the exemplary (hscrction or extreme stupidity 
of all the writers that have given accounts of them. 
’Tis very easy te see tliey have in reality more liberty 
than we have. No woman^ of what rank soever, is 
permitted to go into the streets without two murlins, 
one that cpvers her face all but her eyes ; and an- 
other that hides the whole dress of her head, and 
hangs half-way dow'n her back. Their shapes aro 
also wholly concealed by a thing they call ^iferi^ee, 
which no woman of any sort appears" withont: thW 
has strait sleeves, that reach to theit finffers’ ends, 
and it laps all round them, not unlike a riding-hood. 
In winter, ’tis of cloth, and in summer, of plain stuff 
or silk. You may guess then bow effectually this 
disguises them, so that there is no distinguishing the 
great lady from her slave. ’Tis impossible for th« 
most jealous husband to know his wife, when he 
meets her, and no man dares touch or follow a 
woman in the street. 

This perpetual masquerade gives them entire li- 
berty of following their inclinations without danger 
qf discovery. The roost usual method of intrigue is 
to send an appointment to the lover to meet the lady 
at a .Tew’f shop, which are as notoriously convenient 
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onr Imlian houses ; and yet, those who don’t make 
nse of them do not scrnple to go to buy pennpy- - 
worths, and tumble oyer rich goods, which are duef- 
ly to be found . amongst that sort of people. The 
great ladies seldom let their gallants know who they 
are ; and ’tis so difficult to find it out, that they can 
very seldom guess at her name, whom they have 
corresponded with for above half a year together. 

You may easily imagine the number of faithful wives 
very small in a country where they have nothing to 
fear from a lover's indiscretion, since we see many 
have the courage to expose themselves to that in this 
world, and all the threatened punishment of the next, 
which is never preached to the Turkish damsek^ 
Neither have they much to apj)rchend from the rc- ^ - 

aentment of their husbands, those ladies that are 
rich having all their money in their own hands. 
Upon the whole, I look upon the Tutkish women 
as the only free people in the empire ; the divan 
pays a respect to them and the grand signior him- 
self, when a pacha is exeented, never violate^ tlie 
privileges of the haram (or womens 'apartment), 
which remains unsearched and entire to the widow. / 
They are queens bf their slaves, whom the husband 
has no permission so much as to look upon, except 
it be an old woman or two that his lady chuses. 

^ .r* * ' 

*Tis true, their law pernalts them four wives; but 
there is no instance of a man of quality that makes 
use of this liberty, or of a woman of rank that 

would suffer it. When a husband happens to be 

/ « 

inconstant (as those things will happen)^ hie keeps 
bts mistress in a house' apart, and visits:. her at 
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privately as lie can, just as tis with you. AmongAt 
all the great nicn here, I only know the telterd^r - 
(i. e. treasurer) that keeps a number of shc-slave» 
for his own use ( that is, on his own side of the 
house; for a slave once given to serve a lady is 
entirely at her disposal), and he is spoke of as a 
libertine, or what we should call a rake; and his 
wift won’t see him, though she continues to live in 
his house. Thus you see, dear sister, the manners 
of mankind do not dif/er so widely as our voyage- 
^v^ltc^s w^ould make us believe. Perhaps it would 
more eutfcrtainmg to add a few surprizing cuatoms 
of my own invention; but nothing seems to me so 
agreeable as trnth, and I believe nothing so ac- 
ceptable to you., I conclude therefore with repeating 
the great truth of my l»elng, 

Dear sister, etc. 


XXX. To Mr. Pope. 

' * ‘ y . ' • 

Adrianoplc, April i, 0. S. 

Y 

X t) A. RE say yott expect, at least, something very 
new in this letter, after I have gone a journey not. 
undertaken by any Christian for some hundred years. 
The most remarkable accident that happened to 
was my being near overturned into the Hebrns; and^ 
if I had ihucii regard for the glories that one’s name 
«njoys after death, I should certainly be sorry for 
having missed the romantick conclusion of swina- 
miug down the same river in which the musical 
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b<^ad of Orpheus repeated verses, so many ages suiee : 

• ^ 

•r Caput a cervice revulsum 
• Gurgite qtium medfo portans Oeagrius^IUbnis 
VoWerc", Kurydiceii vox ipsa, et frigida lingua, 

« AJi J miseraim fiurydicen I auimA fngiente vorabat ; ' 

'« Eurydiceu toto referebant flumiue ripae. » 

f N 

* . 

Who knows but some of your right wits might have 

found it a subject afford.ng many poetical turns, 
and have told the world in a heroick elegy^ that, 

• » • 

As equal were our souls^ so equal were our fates. 

« * 

/ • 

I despair of ever hearing so many fine things said 
of me, iis so extraordinary a death would have given 
occasion for. 

I I 

I am at this present moment writing in a house 
situated on the banks of the Hebrus, which runs 
under my* chamber, window. My garden is full of 
tall cypress trees, upon the. branches of . which se- 
veral couple, of true turtles are saying soft things 
to one a:x)ther from morning till night. Ilow.natu* 
rally do boughs and •vows come into my mind at 

this minute! And must not you confess to my 

< 

praise, that ’tis more than an ordinary discretion, 
that can resist the wicked suggestions of poetry, in 
a place where truth, for once, luinishes all the ideas 
of pastoral ? The summer is already far advanced in 
this part of the world ; and for some miles round 
Adrianople, the whole ground is laid out in gardens, 
and the banks of the rivers are set with rows of 
fruit-trees', under which the most considerable Turks 
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ilivcrt themselves every evening, not with walkiiig, 
that is not one of their pleasures; but a set party 
of them choose oiit a green spot, where the shade is 
very thick, and there they spread a carpet on which 
they Sit drinking their coffee, and arc generally at- 
tended by some slave with a line voice, or that plays 
on some instrument. Every twenty paces yon may 
see one of these little companies, listening to the 
dasbin-' of the river; and this taste is so nniyersal 
that the very gardeners are not without if. I have 
often' seen them and tiieir children sitting on the 
banks of the river, and playing on a ratal instm- 
ment, perfectly answering the description of the 
ancient fistula^ being composed of unequal reeds, 
with a simple but agreeable softness in the sound. 

r.Jr.‘ Addi.«!on mightbeie make the experiment he 
speaks of in his travels ; there not being one instru- 
ment of luusick among the Greek or Roman sUtues, 
that is not to be found in the hands of the people 
^ of this country. Ihe young lads generally divert 
themselves with making garlands for their favourite^, 
lambs, which I have often seen painted and adorned 
with flowers, lying at their feet, while they sung or 
played. It is not that they ever read romances: but 
these are the ancient amusements here, and as na- 
tnral to them as cudgel-playing and football to our 
Itritish swains; the softness and warmth of the cli- 
mate forbidding all rough exercises, which*were never 
so much as heard of amongst them, and naturally 
inspiring a laziness and aversion to labour, whicli 
the great plenty indulges. These gardeners are the 
only happy race of cpuulry people in Turkey. They 
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farnisli all the city with fruits and herbs, ami seem 
to live very easily. They are most of them Greeks, 
and have little houses in the midst of their gardens, 
where their wives and daughters take a liberty not 
permitted in the town, I mean to go unveiled. These 
wenches are very neat and handsome, and pass their 
time at their looms under the trees. 

I no longer look upon Theocritus as a romantJek 

* i * 

writer; he has only given a plain image of the w'ay 
of life amongst the peasants of his country, who, 

? V 4 • 

before oppressiou had reduced them to want, were, 
I suppose, all employed as the better sort of them 
are uov/. I don’t doubt, had he been born a Briton, 
but his Idyliiums had been filled with descriptions 
of threslnng and churning, both which are nnknow'U 
here, the corn being all trod out by oxen, and butter 
( I speak it with sorrow) unheard of. 

r read over your Homer here with an infinite 
pleasure, and find several little passage3 explained, 
that I did not before entirely comprehend the beauty 
of : rhany of the customs, and much of the dress 
then in fashion, being yet retained. I don’t wonder 
to find ‘more remains liere of an age so distant, ilian 
is to be found in any other country, the Turks not 
taking that pains to introduce their own manners, 
as has been generally practised by other nations 
that imagine themselves more polite. It would be 
top tedious to you to point out all the passages that 
relate to present customs. But I can assure yon tliat 
the princesses and greatladies pass their time at their 
looms, embroidering veils avd robes, surrounded by 
their maids, whicU are alw'iiys very numerous, in tlie 


Digitized by Googie 


I 


I 

I 

I 


LETTERS 

same manner as we find Andromache and Helen descri* 
bed. The description of the belt of Menelaus exactly’ 
resembles those that are now worn by the great men, 
fastened with broad golden clasps, and embroidered 
round with rich work. The snowy veil that Helen 
• throws over her face is still fashionable ; and I 
never see half a dozen of old pachas ( as I do very 
often ) with their reverend beards, sitting basking 
in the snn, but I recollect good king Priam and 
his coousellors. Their manner of dancing is certainly* 
the same that Diana is sung to ha.ve danced on the 
banks of Enrotas. The great lady still leads the 
dance, and is followed’ by ’a troop of young girls 
who imitate her steps, and if she sings, make up 
the chorus. The tunes are extremely gay and lively, 
yet with something in them wonderfully soft., The 
steps are varied according to the pleasure of her 
- that leads the dance, hut always in exact time, and 
infinitely more agreeable than any of our dances, at 
least in my opinion. I sometimes make one in the 
train, but am not skilful enongh to lead;, these are 
the Grecian dances, the Turkish being very different. 

I should have told you, in the first place, that 
the Eastern manners give a great light into many 
scriptare passages, that appear odd to us, their 
phrases being commonly what we should call scrip* 
ture Jangnage. The vulgar Turk is very different 
from what is spoke at court, or amongst the people 
of figure; who always mix &o much Arabick and 
Persian in their discourse, that it may very well be 
called anothet And ’t;s as rldicnlons to 

make use of the expressions commonly used, in 
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speaking to a great man or lady, as it would be to 
speak broad Yorkshire, or Somersetshire, in the 
drawing-room. Besides this distinction, they have 
ivhat they call the sublime, that is a style proper 
for poetry, and which is the exact scripture style. 
I believe you would be pleased to see a genuine 
example of this ; and I am very glad I have it in 
rny power to satisfy your cariosity, by sending you 
n faithfal copy of the verses that Ibrahim pacha, the 
reigning favourite has made for the young princess. 
Ills contracted wife, whom he is not yet permitted 
to visit withont witnesses, though she is gone home 
to his house. He is a man of wit and learning; and 
whether or no be is capable of writing good verse, 
you may be sure that, on such an occasion, be would 
not want the assistance of the best poets in the 
empire. Thus the verses may be looked upon as a 
sample of their finest poetry ; and I don’t doubt 
vou’il be of my niind, that it is most Wonderfully 
resembling the^soiig of Solomon, which also was ad- 
dressed to 'a royal bride. 

Turkish 'Verses addressed, to the suUana, eldest 
daughter of sultan Acbtmet III. 

S T A N Z A I. 

I. The nightingale now wanders in the vines; . 

Her passion i$ to seek roses. 

■i . I went down to admire the beauty of the vines ; 

The sweetness of your charms has ravish’d my soul. 

i. Your eyes are black and lovelv. 

But wild and disdainful as those of a ilag; 
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STANZA IL 

X, The wished possessi6u is delayed from day lo day, 
The cruel sultan Achmet will not permit me ' 

' Tb see those cheeks more vermillion tlian roses. 

a, I dare not snatch one of your kisses, . ^ . 

The sweetness of your charms has ravish’d my soul. 

Your eyes are black and lovely, 

Bu^ vrild and disdainful as those of a stag. 

STAlifZA III. 

I. The wretched iBEA»mfsighs in tlicse verses, 

One dart from your eyes has pierc’d thro’ n:y heart. 

0. . Ah ! when will the hour of possession arrive ? 

Must I yet wait along time ? 

The sweetness of your charms has ravishM my sout . 

3. Ah ! Sultana ! stag-ey’d^ah angel amongst angels ! 

' I desire, and my desire- remains unsati^ed. 

Can you take delight to prey upon my heart? 

^ STANZA IV. ' . 

^ ^ *w 

1. My cries pierce the heavens ! 

My eyes are ► without sleep ! 

Turn to‘me,.SuLTANA-4et me gaze oitthy beauty . 

a. Adieu — I go down to the grave- 
If you call me — I return. 

My heart is hot as sulphur;*^— ^sigh, and it will flame. ' 

3. Crown of my life, fair light of my eyes ! ‘ 

Ifij Sultana ! my princess ! - • 

I rub my face against the eartli I am drovm’d in 
scalding tears — I rave ! 

Have you no compassion? will you not turn, to look' 
upon me ? 




oV LADY MONTAGUE. io5 
I have taken abaudance of pains to get these ver- 
ses in a literal translation ; and if yon were acquaint- 
ed with my inreqiretei's, I might spare myself the 
trouble of assuring you that they have received no 
poetical tonches from their hands. In my opinion, 

( allowing for the inevitable faults of a prose trans- 
lation into a language so very different) there is 
a good deal of beauty in them. The epithet of « stag- 
ey ’d, » ( though the sound is not very agreeable in 
English ) pleases me extremely ; and I think it a very 
lively image of the lire and indifference in his mis- 
tress’s eyes. — Monsieur. Boileau has very justly 
observed that we are never to judge of the elevation 
of an expression in an ancient author by the sound 
it carries with us; since it may.be extremely line 
with them, when, at the same time, it appears Iqw 
or uncouth to us. Ton are so well acquainted with 
Homer, you cannot hut have obsei'ved the same ■ 
thing, and yon must have the same indulgence for 
all oriental poetry. The repetitions at the end of the 
two first stanzas aremicant for a sort of chorns, and 
are agreeable to the ancient manner of writing. I'he 
muslck of the verses apparently changes in the third 
stanza, where the burden is altered ; and I think he 
very artfully seems more passionate at the conclu- 
sion, as Tis natural for people to warm themselves 
by their own discourse, especially on a subject in 
which one is deeply concerned; ’tis certamly far 
more touching, than our modem custom of conclu- 
ding a song of passion, with a turn which is incon- 
sistent with it. The lirst verse is a description of ' 
the .season of the year ; all the country now being 
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full of nightingales, whose amours with roses , i« an 
Arabian fable, as well known here, as any part of 
Ovid amongst us, and is much the same as if an 
English poem should begin, by saying, — « Now 
Philomela sings. » Or what if I turned the whole 
into the style of English poetry, to see how it w ould 
look? 

STANZA I. - 

Now Philomel renews lier tender strain, ^ 

Indulging the night her pleasing pain ; 

I sought the groves to hear the wanton sing, 

There saw a lace moie beauteous tliau the spring. 

Tour large stag-eves where thousand glories play 
^ • As bright, as lively, but as wild as they. 

V STANZA II. . . 

• 

In vain I’m promis’d such a heavenly prire. 

Ah ! cruel Sultan 1 who delay ’st my joys ! 

While piercing charms transfix *my am’rous heart,, 

I dare not snatch one kiss, to ease the smart, 

. Those eyes like, etc^ 

STANZA III. 

Your wretched lover in these lincs complalns ; 

From those dear beauties rise his killing pains. 

When w'Ul the hour of wish’d-for Miss arrive. 

Must I wait longer? Can I wait and live? 

All I bright Sultana ! maid divinely fair! ^ 

Can you, unpitying, see the pains I bear? 



4 


1 


OF LADT MONTAGUE. «oy 

STANZA IV.' 

♦ ^ 

The heav’ns releatiag hear my piercing crie5, • 

I loath the ligitt, and sleep forsakes my eyes; 

Turn thee, Suit ana, ere thy lover dies; 

Sinking to earth, I sigh the last adieu ; 

Call me, my goddess, and my life i cnew'. 

My queen ! my angel 1 my fond heart’s desire ! 

I rave — iny liosom bums vvitli heav’niy fire ! 

Pity that }>assiou which thy charms inspire, t 

I have taken the liberty in the Second verse, of 
following wbaf I suppose the true sense of the au- 
thor, though not literally expressed. By his saying 
he, went down to admire the beauty of the vines, 
and her charms ravished his soul, I understand a 
poetical fiction, of having first seen her in a. garden, 
where he was admiring the beauty of, the spring. 
But I could not forbear retaining the comparison of 
her eyes with those of a stag, though perhaps the 
novelty of it may give it a burlesque sound in our 
language. I cannot determine, upon the whole, how 
well 1 have succeeded in the translation, neither do 
I think our English proper to express suc^i violence 
of passion, which is very seldom felt amongst us. 
We want also those compound words which are 
very frequent and strong in the Turkish language. 

Yon see I am pretty far gone in .oriental learuieg ; 
and, to say truth, I study very hard. J wish my 
studies may give me an occasion of entertainiug 
your curiosity, which will be the utmost advauUg« 
hoped for from them, by Yours, etc, 
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XXXI. To C. 

Adrlanople, April i, O. S. 

Xir my opinion, dear S.,I onght rather to quarrel 
vrith you for not answering my Nimegnen letter of 
aagust, till december, than to excuse my not writing 
again till now, 1 am sure there is On my side a very 
good excuse lor silence, having gone such tiresome 
land-journeys, though I don’t find the conclusion of 
them so bad as you seem to imagine. I am very easy 
here, and not in the solitude yon fancy me. The 
great number of Greeks, French, English, and Ita- 
lians, that are under our protection, ' make their 
court to me from morning till night ; and, I'll assure 
yon, are, many of them, very line ladies; for there 
is no possibility for a Christian to live easily under 
this government, hut by the protection of an ambas- 
sador — and the richer they are, the greater is their 
^ danger. 

Those dreadful stories von have heard of the 

V 

plague, have very little foundation in truth. I ow'n 
I have much ado to reconcile myself to tlie sound 
of a word, which has always given me such terrible 
ideas ; though I am convinced there is little more in 
it, than in a fever. As a proof of this, let me tell 
yon, that we passed through two or three towns 
most violently infected. In the very next house 
where we lay ( in one of those places ) two persons 
tlied of it. Luckily for me, I was so well deceived. 
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tlia,t I knew no]^ipg ofthe matter; and 1 wss mad« 
believe that onr second cook ^d only a great cold. 
However, we,, left our doctor to take care of him, 
and yesterday they both arrived here in good health ; 
and I ara oow let into the secret, that he has had 
the plague. Th.ere are many that escape it, neither 
is the air ever infected. I am persuaded that it 
would he as easy a matter to root it out here, as otit 
of Italy, and France; but it does so little mischief, 
they are not very solicitous about h, and are content 
to suffer this di.steniper, instead of our variety, which 
they are utterly uuacqnaiuted with. 

^ propos of distempers,! am going to tell you a 
thing, that will make you wish yourself here. The 
small-pox, so fatal, and so general amongst us, is 
here entirely harmless, by the invention of ingraft- 
ing, which is the term they give it. There is a set of 
old women, who njake it their business to perform 
the operation, every autumn, in the month of Sep- 
tember, when the great heat is abated. People send 
to one another to know if any of their family has a, 
znind to have the small-pox ; they make pai'lic.s for 
thl* purpose, and when they are met ( cominonly 
fifteen or sixteen together) the old woman comes 
with a nut-shell full of the matter of the best sort, 
of .small-pox, and asks what vein yon please to have 
opened. She immediately rips open that you offer to 
her, with a large needle (which gives you no more 
pain than a common scratch ), and puts into the 
vein as much matter as can lie upon the head of-Ii!:*; 
needle, and aflee that, hinds np the little wojud 
jvith a hollow bit of shell, and ip this manner opens 
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foar or hve veins. The Grecians liave bomdionly the 
superstition of openiii;? one in the middle of th« 
forehead, one in each arm, and one on the breast, io 
mark the sign of the cross 5 bnt this has a very^ ill 
effect,” air these uoiinds leaving little scars' "and is 
not done by those’ that are not superstitious, who 
choose to have them' In the legs. Or that part of the 
arni that is conceniled. The children or yourig patients 
play together all the re.'it'of the day, and are in 
perfect health to the eighth. Then the fever begins to 
seixe them, and they keep their beds two days, very 
seldom three. They haTC very rarely aTjove 'twertly 
or thirty In their faces, which never mark, and in 
eight days time'they are as well as before their illness. 
Where they are wounded, there remains running 
sores during the distemper, which I don’t doubt is 
a great' relief to it. Every year thousands un'de'rgo 
this ojieration, and the French ambassador says 
pleasantly that they tak« the small-pox here by 
way. of ‘diversion, as they take the waters iif other 
couatrie.sl There' is no example of any one titat has 
died in it, and vou raav believe I am well satisfied 

' ■ . V V , 

of the safety of this experiment, since I intend to 
try it on my dear little son. I am patriot enough to 
take pains to bring this useful Invention into Xasliion 
in England, and I should not fail to write to some of 
our doctors very particularly about it, if I knew nny 
one of them thrVt I thought had virtue enough to 
destroy snch 'a' considerable branch of their revenue, 
for the good of mankind. But that disterap'er is too 
bencficlarto them, not to expose to all tlieir resent- 
ibent'the hardy wight that shooid undertake to put 


Digii !* Ot u 1 


OF LARiTTJlWONTAGUE. 
toit. 'Perbaps if I live to return^ I may^ho^ver, 
-haVeitlie moaraoe to w!ar with theih'..,Upoii this oc- 
•caaionv hdihiro the heroism in the heart of * 

V.. t • liji’. i , 'Tour frifcisd), etc*, ctci. >. r 
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‘ : ' To’kRsrir. 

!• .< «■ >1 C .. >•.. •' 'f;, ■ M.'. .* 

V .5 'AdrlariopTe, 'April t;,' 0 »S. 1718. 


■'> •' !'• J .. ■« .} t, : . 

(X c A QhWj tdi dear Mrs, T> 


that I am: safely ar- 


criT,«d <at:the endtof my'^ery-long }omney.lI will not 
•tire ;you with- the aoconut df the lu&ny/ati^es I have 
.shffeted. .You would rather beinformed’ of the strange 
Afaings that are.-tohelseen-here; and>a letter (tut of 
-Turley^ that has nothibg e±traordiaary in it, would 
he'as great a, disappointment *as-<my visitors will 
receive at London, if I -rettij^ thither .without any 
^arities.jbo shew them,- — What shall -I tell you of? — 
.You /never: mw. camels 'in your -Liffi;. and perhaps the 
description of them will appear new; to you; I can 
assure y 00 vthe first sight of them was so- to me; and 
though 1 -have -seen hundreds;, of, pictures. of those 
animals, I never 'saw any>tbat was, resembling enough 
■to give<a- true idea of ;them.’l 'am going to make a 
hold observation, gnd possibly- a. false 0|M!, because 
nobody, has. ever made^ it before pie; but 1 do take 
themito>be of-the stagJ^indj their bodies, and 
nocka,. are exactly shaped' like,them, and their colour 
.very dear .the- same,' ‘Tia ftne. they..apo much,; larger^ 
being a great deabhigher than a <noEse,and 60. swift 
that,, after the. defeat of Feterwaradlu,‘tbey far outran 
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■rbe 9 wift«st hdrses, and broaght the first news of thn 
k'fis of the battle to Belgrade. They are never tho- 
roughly tamed ; the drivers take care to tie them one 
to another with strong ropes, fifty in a string, led by 
sn ass, on which the driver rides. I have seen three 
Tmndred in one caravan. They carry the third part 
more than a horse ; but 'tis a particular art to load 
tiiem, because of the hnnch on their backs. They seem 
to me very ugly creattircs, their heads being ill for- 
med and disproportioned to their bodies. They carry 
Till the bnrdens ; and the beasts destined to the plough 
are bnffaloes, an animal also you are nnao^nainted 
with. They are. larger and more clumsy than an ox; 
they have short thick black horns close to their heads, 
which grow tniming backwards. They say this horn 
looks very beantijTnl when 'tis well polished. They 
are all black, with very ^short hair on their hides, and 
have extremely little white eyes, ths^ make them look 
like devils. The country people die their ^s,'and 
the hair of their- forehead red, by way of 'ornament. 
Horses are not jmt here to any labitrions work,nmr 
are they at all fit for it. They are beantifnl and fall 
of spirit, hut generally little, and not .strong, as the 
breed of coldet countries j'very gentle, however, with 
ail their Vivacity, and also swift and surefooted, 1 have 
a little white favourite, that I wonW not part with on 
any terms; he prances under me with so much fire, 
’you would think that I have- a §yeat deal of courage 
to dare motint him ; yet I’ll assure yon I never rid a 
h'or.se so much at my command,in my Ufe. My side> 
saddle is the first that was ever seen in this part of 
the world, and is gased at with as' much wonder ai 
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ca. Here &re eome little, birds, held in a sort of reU- 
igioos reverence, and for that' reason multiply ,pro- 
jdigionsly: ; forties on the account of their innocence ; 
•nd storks, because they are supposed to make every 
wiute.r>t]ie pilgrimage to. Mecca. To say truth, they 
are the happiest snbh^ots under the Turkish govenr- 
ment,.aQd arg so sensijblc pf their privileges, that they 
iVralk the.strcets without fear,. and generally hnild in 
the low par.ts. of houses. Happy are those whosehonses 
are so distingoished, as the vulgar, Turks are pevr 
fectly persuaded, that. they will not be, that yeaf, 
attacked either by fire or pestilence.! I, .have the hap- 
piness of one of their sacred Uest under my chamber 
windoyr. ^ , .... .. . 

; ^ow I am talking of my chamber, 1 remember the 
description of the hous.es here will be as new to yon^ 
as any of the birds or beasts. 1 snppose you have read 
in most of our accounts of Turkey, that their houses 
are the most miserable pieces of building in the world. 
X can speak very learnedly on that subject, having 
been in so many of them ; and,I assure yon ’tis no 
such thing. We are now lodged in a palace belonging 
to the grand signior. 1 really think the manner of 
building here very agreeable, 'and. proper for the 
conntry.i ’Tis true they are not at all solicitons- to 
beautify the outsides of their houses, and they arp 
generally built with wood, which, 1 own, is the cause 
of many inconveniences ; but this is not to be char- 
ged on the ill taste of the people, baton the oppres- 
sion of the government. Every house, at the death of 
its master, is at the grand siguiof’s .disposal, and 
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there/ore ik> itian' cares to make a great expencc, 
^hicb he is not snre bis family will'be the better for. 
All their design is to build a boose commodioos and 
that will last their lives; and they are -vety indifferent 
If it falls dovs-n the year after. Every bouse, great and 
amell, is divided into two distinct parts;! which bnly 
foin together by a- narrow passage. The first house 
has a large contt before it, and open galleries all 
tonnd it, which is to me a thing very agreeable. This 
gallery leads to all the chambers, which are com- 
Htojily large, and with two rows of windows, the 
first being of painted glass; they seldom bnild above 
two stories, each of which has galleries; The stairs 
are broad, and not often above thirty steps. This is 
the house belonging to the lord, and the adjoining 
one is'called the haram, that is, the ladies’ apartment 
( for the name' of Seraglio is peculiar to the grand 
aignior) ; it has also a gallery mnnoiground ittowards 
d;e garden, to which all the '>vindows are turned, and 
the same nnmber of chambers as-the other^ but morn 
gay and splendid, both in painting and 'furni tare. 
TJie second row of windows are very low, with grates 
like those of con'vents, the rooms are all spread with 
Persian carpets, and' raised at one end of them ( mry 
chambers are raised at both ends ) about two feet. 
This is the s(^ha,’ which is laid with a richer sort of 
ttarpet, Snd all round it a sort of conch raised half a 
loot, covered- with rich silk according to the fancy 
or magnificence of the owner. Mine is of scarlet cloth 
with' a gold fringe; round about this are placed, stand- 
..fng' against the -wall, two rows of cushions; the first 
▼ery large, «nd the jrest little ones; and here iho 
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r Tarks display tkelx* greatest magnificence.- I1iey are 
generally brocade, or embroidery of gold-wire npon 
•■white' sattin. — Nothing can look more gay and 
splendid. — These seats are also so convenient and 
'easy, that 1 believe 1 shall never endure chairs as 
long as I live. — The rooms are low, -which I think 
no fanlt, and the ceiling is always of wood, gene- 
rally inlaid or painted with flowers. They open 
in many places with folding doors, and serve for 
cabinets, I think, more conveniently than onrs. Be- 
tween the windows are little arches to set pots of 
perfume, or baskets of flowers. But what pleases me 
best, is the fashion of having marble fountains in the 
lower part of the room, which throw np several spouts 
of water, giving, at the same time, an agreeable 
coolness, and a pleasant dashing sound, falling from 
one bason to another. Some of these are very magni- 
ficent. Each house has a bagnio, which consists ge- 
' nerally in two or three little rooms leaded on the 
top, paved with marble, with basons, cocks of water, 
and all conveniencies for either hot or cold baths> 
Yon will perhaps be surprised at an account so 
different from what you have been entertained with 
by the common voyage-writers, who are very fond 
of speaking of ‘what they don’t know. It mast be 
under a very particular character, or on some extraoi*- 
dinary occa^oo, that a Christian is admitted into the 
house of a man of quality, and their hurams are 
jilways forbidden ground. Thus they can only speak 
of the outside, which makes no great appearance; and 
the womans apartments are always built backward, 
removed from sight, and have no other prospect 
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than the gardens, which are inclosed with very, hi^ 
walls. There is none of oar parterres in them ; but 
they are planted w’ith. high trees, wluch give an 
agreeable shade, and, to my. fanpy, a pleasing view. 
In the midst of the garden (sthe AieucAA,. that is, 
« large room, commonly beautified with a fine foun- 
tain in the midst of It. It is raised nine or ten steps, 
/and enclosed with gilded lattices, round v^hich vine$, 
j,^ssamines, and honey-sneUes, make a sort of green 
wall. Large trees are planted round this place, whidi 
is the scene of their greatest pleasures, and where 
the ladies spend, most of their hours, employed by 
their musick or embroidery'. - — In the publick gar- 
dens, there are pnbhek hieuckkSf where people go 
that are not so well accommodated at home, and 
drink their coffee, sherbet, etc. Neither are they 
ignorant of a more durable manner of building; 
their mosques are all of free-stone, and the publick 
JuinnSi or inns, e 2 .tremely magnificent, many of 
-^em taking up a large square, built round with 
.shops under stone arches, where poor artificers are 
lodged gratis. have always a mosque joining 

to theni, and the body of the harm is a most noble 
•hall, capable of holding three or four hundred per- 
sons, the coart extremely, sjiacious, and cloisters 
round it, that give it the' air of our colleges. I own, 
1 think it a more reasonable piece of charity than 
the founding of convents. — -1 think I have now told 
you a great deal for once. If you don’t like my 
■choice of subjects, tell me vyhat you would have me 
write upon ; there is nobody more desirous to enter- 
tain you than, dear Mrs. T. Yours, etc. etc. 
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To T.HBr-C,?OJ«Ti88 0 »— . 


' ‘ ^ Adntoople, April id, 6-. S. " 

. ill '>311 . . j •> • . I , > 

I to you,' dear sister^ and to'all my other 

iKngiish correspondents:, by the last ship, and only 
beaven can tell when I shall hare another opportn>> 
j*ity of sending to yon ; but I cannot' forbear to write 
regain ,' though perhaps my letter may* lie upon my 
bands* these two months. To- confess the truth, my 
head is 'so full of my etttei‘tainnieht'ycsterday, that 
’tis absolutely necessary, ’for my own^- repbse, to 
■give it some vent. "Without faither preface]. I wiU 
then begin my story. . • 

I was invited to dine with the grand vizier’s lady, 
and it was with a great deal Of pleasure 'I prepared 
■nryself for an entertainment, which was never before 
given to any Christian. I thought I shoiild very little 
satisfy her curiosity (which I did not doubt was a 
considerable motive to the invitation), by going in 
a dress she was used to see, and therefare dressed 
myself in the court habit of Vienna, which is much 
more magnificent than oars. However, I chose to go 
incognito^ to avoid any disputes about ceremony, 
and went in a Turkish coach, only attended by my 
woman that held up my train, and the Greek lady 
Who was my interpretess. I was met at the court 
'door by her black eunuch, ^ho helped me out of 
the coach with great respect, and conducted rhe 
through several rooms, where her she-slaves, findy 
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dressed, were ranged on each side. In the innermost, 
•i- fonnd' tIfB- lady-si ttig g -on- h er sofa, -in a sabl&vest. 




She advanced to meet me, and presented me half 
a dozen Wifh^eiat'civiU Sedhaed 

a very_ gppd woman, near, fifty years old. I was 
surprize^ to observe so little magnificence in her 
house, tlieifurOitnrjSjb^ing.aU, yery ipodpra^p^ .an^, 
except the, babies and 'puinber.ofiher slaves, nothing 
about, her appeared .expensive. She- guessed at my 
thonghts, aud.tQl4^fl^‘p]silt/e.^yas.BO of; an, ago 

jo.spei^4 either her, timeror money in snpepfljuities; 


that hei’ v«hpl«€a.pance.vas-in charity, and her^whpfe 
employment praying, tQiVinfh There vsas jio affepta- 
tiou in thi* -speech both she and her; hnsband are 
(tntiqely.giyen up; to 4ev.oiion.vHe never look,s upon 
any other woman; and what is much more exti*a- 
ordinary, (torches no. bcribea, notwithstanding the 
example of all his predecessors. He is so scrupnlpps 

in this-point, he wonld npt, accept Mr.^W-i ^-’a 

present, till,he had been essnred over and, over that 
it wa.s a.se.ttle4 p.crquiute, of his place, at the en- 
trance, of every ambassador. She entertained, me with 
atU kind of civility, till .dinner came in,. which; was 
served, one dish at a timer i tO a vast .number,, aU 
finely dressed after thmr manner, which;|;don’t think . 
so. bad a.s you, have perhaps heard it represented. 

J am a ,yery goo4:iu,dgc of tb,eir eating, having lived 
three weeks in the house o£,an effendi at- BelgradO) 
who^gavp ,us very, magnificent dinners, dressed by 
his own cooks. The first week* they plea^4.,w<# 
jf;xtremely ;,hnt,. I.own, I then began to grow weary 
of their Uhle, gnd .desir.c4 our own cook might add 
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a -diA or Sto’iiteJJt mkniei-; 
lb custom, and am very liiucli* inclined to Relieve 
tb^t an Indian, who had never tasted of ^itier, w'on^d 
prefet their cbotery to duft, i'heir sauces are very 
hlgh^ all the roast '^^very nincli donel TheJ nse \n 
•great deal of very rich'spice. the^ouiV js serve^^ 
the last dish, ahd‘they have!, a^^ great a 

variety of ragouts as we^h'ave. ,i was very sorry*! 
cotti d not ea t • df 'many' as’. th’p good' Ta dy ' won/d 

have had me, who was ve'ry earnest iii serving me of 
every thing. The treat cohcVuded ’wilh Voffee 'a 
perfumes, which is a high marh of rocj^>o(.t, two 
slaves kneeling qensed hiy hair, clothes, and hahdr 
kerchief. After this ceremonv, she commanded her 
slaves to play and dance, which they did with their 
■guitars in their hands, ami she excused to me their 
■Want of skill, saying she took no care to accomidish 
'them in that aft. ' . 

I retnrned' her thanks, .and soon after 1,ook my 
leave. I was conducted hack ih 'the" same manner 
I entered, and would hav’e gone strait to my own 
house, hut the Greek lady, with me, earnestly soli- 
cited m’e to visit the kahya’s lady, saying he was the 
second officer in the emjiire, and ought Indeed to 
he looked upon as the first, the grand visier having 
'only the name, while he exercised the authority. 
.1 had found so little diversion in the vizier’s hiaram, 
that I had no mind to go into another. But her im- 
portunlty prevailed with me, and I am extremely 
glad I was so complaisant. All things here were with 
qnite another air than at the grand vizier’s ; and the 
very house ofonfessed the difference betiveen an old 
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^votM and aypnng beauty. It was nicely clean an^ 
xuagnl^cent. 1 was met at the door by two black eu> 
hucbs, who led me through a long gallery, between 
two ranks of beautiful young girls, with their haijr 
jRn'ely plaited, almost hanging to their feet,^nnd 
dressed in fine light damasks, brocaded with, silver. 
I was sorry that decency did not permit me to s.tQp 
to consider them nearer, but that thought was lost 
Upon my autrance into a large room, or rather pa- 
yillion, built round with gilded sashes, which were 
most of them thrown'np, and the trees planted near 
them gave an agreeable shade, which hindered the 
sun from being troublesome. The jessamines and 
honey-snckles, that twisted i^ound their trunks,, shed 
a soft perfume, encreased by a white marble foculaiu 
playing sweet water in the lower part of the room, 
which fell into three or four basons, with a pleasing 
sound. The roof was painted with all sorts of flowers, 
falling Out of gilded baskets, that seemed tumbling 
down. On a sofa, raised three steps, and covered 
with fine Persian carpets, sat the kahya’s lady, lean- 
ing on cushions of White sattin embroidered; and 
at her feet sat two young girls about twelve years 
old, lovely as angels, dressed perfectly rich, and 
almost covered with jewels. But they were hardly 
seen near the fair Fatima (for that is her name), so 
much her beauty effaced every thing I have seen, 
nay, all that has been called lovely, either in England 
or' Germany. I must own that I never saw any thing 
80 gloriously beautiful, nor can I recollect a face 
that would have been taken notice of near hers. She 
stood up to receive me^ saluting me, after the fashion, 
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putting her head to her heart sweetiipy fpl| 

of majesty, that no court-breeding conld (ever give. 
She^order^;cnsl^Ipx|s to be given me, apd.tpok. qare 
-to place me in the corner, which is the place ^ 
honour. I confess, thoogh the Greek Ifldy had before 
given me a great opinion of her> beauty, I was.i^. 
struck with admiration,, that I conld not for some 
time speak to her, being, wholly taken ,np in gazing. 
That surprizing harmony of features ! That charming 
re-sult of the whole! That exact proportion of body ! 
That lovely bloom of complexion unsullied by art ! 
The unutterable enchantment of her ;Bn» 

her eyes!-; — large and black, with .all the ^soft lan- 
gnishmeut of the blue.-; — Every turn of her face dis- 
covering some new grace ! . j ... 

After my fii^st surprjzp. was over, J. epdeayoured, 
1>y nicely examining' her face, to find put spipe im- 
perfection, without any fruit of my, search, hat my 
being clearly convinced of the error oT that vulgar 
notion, that a face exactly proportioned, ,M<i pcrr 
fectly beautiful, would not be agreeable ; nature ha* 
ring done for her, with more success, what Apelles 
is said to have essayed, by a collection of the most- 
e^ct featnres, to form a perfect face. Add to all 
this a behaviotir so full of grace and, sweetness, snch 
easy motions with an air so majestick, yet free from 
stiffness or affectation, that 1 am jiers'uaded could 
she be suddenly transported upon the most polite 
■ throne of Europe, no body would think her other 
than bom and bred to be a queen, though .edu- 
ottted in a country we call barbarous. To say all in 
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a ’ wo ' d&f ilkcfet* 'celeti^kti'd ' En^'Kah' 'bHadtljes vtt>id:d 

viuAh wea^h'et: '•'•'• «'"'■'*• 

» Sb<^''Hks'‘dtessed’ iii a caftan oF“ gold birocade, 
Wfli’ silver; very well fitted to ber ' shape, 
• ih'd'ihewHig to' admiration the beauty of her bosom, 
6hly‘ i{haded''by' the thin gaOie of her shift.* Her 
drawers were pile' pink*, her waistcoat' green and 
sdVer, hef^^lippers white sattin finely embroidered ; 
fier'lbveiyirrns adorned with bracelets of diamonds, 
ahdbiel-‘bi'6afl gir<lle set ronndwith diamonds ; upon 
herhetui a! Tich‘''rurkish handkerchief of pink and 
Iflrer, her OWu* llhe'black hair hanging a 'great length 
rri’vatibhs‘'tresy^S,‘ and on one side "of her head $othe 
bodkins of jewels. 1 anl afraid yon will accuse me of 
extravagance in this description. I think I have read 
soniewherc’tha^; women'always spilak'ih rapture when 
they ’’sp'^ak cif* beauty, and T'caiinot imagine why 
they kHcmTtP476t^be allowed to do *so. I rather think 
it a virtue to be able to admire without any mixture 
br'desire dlf 'ehvyi 'The gravest writers have spoke 
with gt'elat waihath of some celebrated pictures and 
statues. workmanship of heaven cert^ly excels 
all Our weak' imitations, and,* I' think^ has a ranch 
better claim to our praise. For my part, 1 am not 
ashamed to own I took tnore pleasure in looking on 
the beauteous Fatima, than the finest piece of sculp- 
ture conld have given me. She told me the two girls 
at her feet'Were her daughters, though she appeared 
too young to be their mother. Her fair ra^ds were 
ranged below the sofa, to the number of twenty, and 
put mein mind of the pictures of the ancient nymphs. 
I did not think all nature could have furnished such 
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a sdene df bleantyM^jbe made, tihem a si^rtb ati 4 | 
dance< Four i of theoi«iaimediate]y,b«gQa |o>.pIay 
souie .aofti airs;on Aostruouei^ta between' a jiite. a&d,'a 
guitar, which they a^CQWpanied'iwrthU^ir. v.oifceg, 
while thc'.Qthers. daiwed Jby:tucds. This, danffclwflt 
very different from what I had seen^beforei Nothiog 
eonld be.mk>re Artful on more proper 'toTaiseec^f^/n 
ideas, i Theftbnes -so' softl-^Dthe mutlona. so, .Ijipr 
goiahing l -r- accompanied . with ; pauses ^and • dying 
eyes J — ;half falling back, and then recovering thfein* 
selves in so artful >a 'manner^ tliafi I am-vveej .po- 
sitive, i the coldest ftnd most rigid prade upou'«arih 
coold not have looked upon them without * thinkiiXg 
of « something not. to ,be spoke of**-:— hi isuppose 
you may, have read that ithe Turks have mo, musicki, 
bnt-what.is shocking To [the ears; hut this account 
is from those who never heard any but what is played 
in the streets, and'.is jnst as reasonable as. if a fo- •' 
reigner should take his ideas of english musick from- ‘ ,/ ' 
the bladder aiid string, *or fhe‘ marrow-bdnes and, r ' 
cleavers. I can assure you that the mnsick is extre- 
mely pathetick ; ’tis true I am inclined to prefer the 
Italian, hut perhaps lam partial. 1 am acquainted 
with a Greek lady, who sings Letter than Mrs. Ror 
binson, and is veiy weil skilled in both, who gives 
thepreference to the Turkish. ’Tis certain they have 
.▼ery fine natural voices j'these were 'very agreeable. 

When the dance was over, font fair slaves" came into 
the room, with silver censers in their bands^ and per-^ 
fumed the air with amber,aloes-wood,and other scents. 

After this, they served me coffee upon their knees; 
in the finest Japan china, with soiiconpes of silvcs 
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^tw Tile loT«ly Fatima entertained me all this while 
in the tbost polite agreeable manner, calling me ofiten 
Cniuzil Suitanim, or the beantiful snltana, and 
desiring my friendship with the best grace in the 
WOl'ld^ lamenting that she could not entertain me in 
toy own language. 

When 1 took my leave), two -maids bronght in 
a fine silver basket of embroidered> handkerchiefs; 
she begged 1 would wear the richest for her sake, 
and gave the others to my woman and interpretess. 

retired thi-ough (he same ceremonies as before^ 
and could not help' thinking I had be^ some time in 
Mahomet's paradise, so mnch was I charmed with 
what I had seen. I know not how the relation of 
it appears to yon. I wish it may give you part of 
my pleasure ; for I would have my dear sister share 
^versions of ’ * ' 

Tours, etc. etc. 


XXXIV. To THB Abbot of 


Adrianople, May 17 , O. S. 

I LH going to leave Adriandple, and I wonid not 
do it withont giving you some acconnt of all that 
is enribns in it, which 1 have taken, a great deal 
ef pains to see. 1 will not tronble you with wise 
dis)\ertations^' whether or no this is the same city, 
that was anciently called Orestesit or Oreste, which 
yon know better than 1 do. It is now called from the 
emperor Adrian, and was the European seat of 
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the TurlisH emj)ire., and has been the favonrIt€< ror 
aidence of inaay saltans. Mahomej: the fourth, .and 
Mnstapha, the brother of jthe reigning emperor, were 
ao fond of it,* ^at .they wholly abandohed .Constati* * 
tinople, which hnmour so. far ^exasperated .the jani* 
aaries, that it wa$La considerable motive to the rebel- 
lions that deposed them. Yet this man seems to love 
to keep his court here* l ean give you. no reason for 
this partiality. ’Tis true; the sitnatiou is fine, and.the 
country all. round very beautiful ; but the air is etx- 
tremely-bad, and the seraglio itself is not. free* from 
the ill effect of it. The town is said to he .eight miles 
in* compass ; 1 suppose th^ reckon in the gardens. 
There are some good: houses in it^ I mean large 
ones ; for the ' architecture, of their palaces never 
makes any great shew. It is now very full of people ; 
but .they sure most of th^ such as? follow the court 
or camp ; and wheU'they are removed, 1 am told ’tis 
no populous city. The., river' Mari tza ( anciently the 
Hebrns), on which it is situated, is dried up eVeiy 
summer, which contributes very much to make it 
nuwh6lesome. .It is now a very pleasant stream. 
There are two noble bridges built oyer.it. .! had tbe 
curiosity. to go to. s6e the exchange in my Turkish 
dress, which is disguise sufficient. Yet I own I was 
not very easy when I - saw it crowded with jani- 
zaries ; but they dare not be rude to a. woman, and 
made way for me wvh as much respect as if 1 bad 
been in my <wvn figure. It is half a mile in length, 
tbe roof arched and kept extremely neat. It holds 

three hundred and* sixty-five shops, furnished with 
« 

all sorts of rich goods exposed to sale in the same 

!!• 
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manner as at the new exchange in London, but the 
pavement is kept much neater, and the shops are 
all so clean, they seem jnst new painted. Idle people 
of all sorts walk here for their .diversion, or amnae 
themselves with drinking coffee, or sherbet, which 
is cried about as oranges and sweet-meats are in 
onr play-houses. I observed most of the rich trades- 
men were Jews. That people are in incredible power 
in this country. They have many privileges above 
all the natural Turks themselves, and have formed a 
very considerable commonwealth here, being jndged 
by their own laws. They have drawn tlie whole trade 
of the empire into their hands, partly by the firm 
onion amongst themselves, and partly by the idle 
temper and want of industry in the Turks. Every 
pacha has his Jew, who is his homme d’ affaires i 
he is let into all his secrets, and does all his busi- 
ness. No bargain is . made, no bribe received, no 
merchandize disposed of, but what passes through 
their hands. They are the physicians, the stewards, 
and the interpreters of all the great men. You may 
judge how advantageous this is to a people who 
never fail to make use of the smallest advantages. 
They have found the secret of making themselves 
so necessary, that they are certain of the protection 
of the court, whatever • ministry is in power. 
Even the English, French, and Italian merchants, 
who are sensible of their artifices, are, however, 
forced to trus^ their affairs to their negociation, 
notliing of trade being managed without them, and 
the meanest amongst them being too important 
to be disobliged, tsince the whole body take care of 
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hi* interests with as mach vigour as they would those 
of the most considerable of their members. They are 
.many of them vitstly rich, but they take care to make 
little pnblick shew of it; though they live in their^ 
bouses in the utmost luxury and magnificence. This 
copious subject has drawn me from my description 
of the exchange, founded by Ali pacha, whose name 
it bears. Near it is the Tcharchu, a street of a mile 
in length, full of shops of all kind of fine merchan- 
dize, but excessive dear, nothing being made here. 
It is covered on the top with boards to keep out the 
rain, that merchants may meet conveniently in all 
weathers. The bezesten near it is another exchange 
built upon pillars, where all sorts of horse furniture 
are sold. Glittering every where with gold, rich em- 
broidery and jewels, it makes a very agreeable show. 
From this place I went in my Turkish coach to the 
camp, which is to move in a few days to the fron- 
tiers. The sultan is already gone to his tents, and 
all his court; the appearance of them is indeed very 
magnificent. Those of the great men are rather like 
palaces than tents, taking np a great compass of 
ground, and being divided into a vast nnmber of 
apartments. They are all of green, and the pachas of 
three tails have those ensigns of their power placed 
in a very conspicuous manner before their tents, 
vtihich are adorned on the top with gilded halls^ 
more or loss, according to their diffqjrent ranksw The 
. ladies go in coaches to see the camp, as eagerly as 
ours did to that of llyde-park ; but ’tis very easy to 
observe that the soldiers do not begjn the campaign 
with any great cheerfulness. Tlie w^ar is a general 
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grievance upon the people, but particalarly liard 
upon the. tradesmen, now that the grand signior is 
resolved to lead his army in person. Every company 
of them is obliged, upon this occasion', to make a 
present according to their ability. • ^ 

1 took the pains of rising at six in the morning, 
to see the ceremony, •which did not- however begin 
till eight. The grand signior was, at the seraglio win- 
dow, to see the procession, which passed through 
the, principal streets. It was preceded by an effendi, 
mounted on a camel richly furnished, reading aloud 
the alcoran, finely bound, laid upon a cushion. He 
•was surrounded by a parcel of boys, in white, 
singing some verses of.it, followed by a man dressed 
ill green boughs,- representing a clean hnsbandman 
sowing seed.- After him several reapers with garlands ‘ 
of ears of corn, as Ceres is pictured, with scythes in 
their hands, seeming to mow. Then a little machine 
drawn by oxen, in which was a windmill and boys 
empIoye4 i^ grihding corn, followed by another ma- 
chine drawn by buffaloes, carrying an oven, and two 
more boys, one employed in kneading the bread, 
and another in drawing it oat of the oven. These 
Ixiys threw ont little cakes on both sides amongst 
the crowd, and were followed by tbs whole company 
of bakers marching on foot, two by two, in their best 
clothes, with cakes, loaves, pasties, and pies of all 
sorts on their heads,- and after them two buffoons or 
jack-paddings, with their faces and clothe smeared 
with meal, who diverted the mob with their antick 
gestures. In the same-manper followed alTthe com- 
panies of trade of the empire; the nobler sort, sack 
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•s jewellers, mercers, etc., finely moanteid, and many 
of the pageants, that represent their trade's, perfectly 
magnificent; amongst which that of the farriers 
made one of the best figures, being a very large 
nutehlne set ronnd with the skins of ermines, foxes, 
etc., so well staffed, that the animats seemed to be 
alive, and followed by mnslck and daimefs. 1 l^lieve 
they were, upon the whole, twen^ thousand men, 
all ready to follow his highness if he commanded 
them. ITie rear was closed by the yolunteers, who 
came to beg the honour of dying in his service. This 
part of the shew seemed to me so barbarous, that 1 
removed from the window upon the first appearance 
of it. They were all naked to the middle. Some had 
' their arms pierced through with arrows left sticking 
in them. Others had them sticking in their heads, the 
blood trickling down their faces. Some slashed their 
arms with sharp knives, making the blood spring out 
upon thbse that stood there ; and this is looked upon 
as an expression of their zeal for glory. I am told 
that some make use of it to advance their love; and 
when they are near the ^^indow where theif mistress 
stands ( all the women in town being veiled to see 
the spectacle), they stick another arrow for her sake, 
who gives some signs of approbation and encourage- 
ment to this gallantry. The whole shew lasted for 
near eight honrs^ to my great sorrow, who was 
heartily tired, though I vfas in the honse of the wi- 
dow of the captain pacha (admiral), who refreshed 
me with coffee, sweet-meats, sherbet, etc., with all 
possible civility. 

I went two days after to sete thf mosqnc of ipltan 
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Selim L w^ich is a building very well worlh the cu- 
riosity^of a traveller. I was dressed in my Tarkish 
habit*, '"and ‘admitted without scruple, though I be- 
*llelve“theV 'gtfesseti who I was, by the,exti'eme Wfi- 
"ciohsness of the door-keeper, to shew me every part 
of it. 'It is sittialed very advantageously; in the midst 
<JF the city, and in the highest , part of it, making a 
"very noble shew. 'The first court has four gates, and 
■ the innermost three. They are both of them sur- 
rounded with cloisters, with marble pillars of the 
lonick Ol der, finely polished, and,of very lively go- 
' Jours ;'the whole pavement is of white marble, and 
the roof of the cloisters divided into several cupolas 
or domes^ h’eade'dwith gilt balls on the top. In the 
midst of each court are fine fountains of white mar- 
ble ; and before the great gate of the mo’se^ue^ a por- 
tico with green marble pillars, which has five gates, 
the body of the mosque being one prodigious dome. 
I understand so little of architecture, I, dare not pre- 
tend to speak^bf the proportions. It seemed to be 
very regular; this I ani sure of, it is vastly high, and 
t thought it iiie noblest building t ever saw. It has 
two rows of marble galleries on pillars, with marble 
balustres; the pavement is'also covered with Persian 
’carpets. Iu,my opinion, it is a great ad^^ion tp. its 
beauty, that' it is not divided into pews, and enouxBL'> 
hered writh forms and benches like opr, churches ; 
nor the pillars (which are ^ most pf them^ed and 
white marble) disfigured by the little tawdryj images 
and pictures that give Komau catholick churches 
the air of toy-shops. The walls seemed to. be inlaid, 
with such lively colours, in. small flowers, that I 
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^vf jmaffiofi'vvhat stones had'‘be!^n'ittadA' n^' 
of. ‘But'goiii" near, 1 saw~Tiiey^'»<;r^ crasted‘fWiAf 
Japan china, ’Vvhichr has a Tery heantiful'effeet. itf . 
the midst hhng'a vast lamp of sili-er gilt hesidetf , 
Tshich r'do verily believe ' there was at' least' twd 
thonsands of a lesser size. This must look: very glo^ 
rionS when'they are all' lighted but hein^. at nighty 
no wom^n are suffered, to enter.' Under the-larg^ 
lamp is a great pulpit of- carved wood'gilt^ add, just 
by, a fountain to wash, which yon know is an essen- , 
tial part of their devotion.' In one corner is a littte 
gallery inclosed with gilded lattices' for the 'grand 
signior. At the upper end a large niche,- very -like 
an altar, raised two steps, covered with gold bro- 
cade, and standing before it two silver gilt candle- 
sticks, the height of a man,* and in them wax candles 
as thick as a man’s wrist. The outside of the mosque 
is adorned with towers vastly high, gilt on the tOp, 
from whence the im'anms call the people to prayers. 

■ I Imd the enriosity to go up one of them, which is 
contrived so artfully as to give surprize to all that 
see it. There is but one door, which leads to three 
different stair-cases going to the three different sto- 
ries of the tower, in such a manner that three priests 
inay ascend, rounding, withont ever meeting each 
other; a contrivance very much admired. Behind 
the mosque is an exchange fall of shops, where poor 
artilicers are lodged gratis. I saw several dervises 
at their prayers here. They are dressed in a plain 
piece of woollen, with their arms bare, and a woollen 
cap on' their ‘heads, like a high-crowned bat with- 
out brims. I '>"ent to' see some other mosques,'' built 
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the same maunev, but not con*r-— 
in point of- this ,L,xiave describedi 

which is jnlliiUely beyond any church in Germany 
or England; I won’t talk other, countries.! have 
not seen. - The seragKo does not seem a very magni* 
ficent palece ; but the gardens are very large, plen- 
tifully supjdied with water, and lull of trees ; which 
u all I know pf them,*li«ving never been in them. 

I tell you nothinij of Mr. W y’s entry, and 

his audience. These things are always the same, and 
have been so often described, I won’t trouble, yon 
with the repetition. The youpg prince, about eleven 
years old, sits near his father when he gives au- 
dience ; he is a handsome boy, but probably will not 
imcaediately succeed the sultan, there being two sons 
of sultan Mnstapha (bis eldest brother) remaining; 
the eldest about twenty years old, on whom the 
hopes of the people are fixed. This reign has been | 
bloody and avaritious : I am apt to believe they are 
very inpatient to see the end of it. I am. Sir, 

Yours, etc« etc. 

P. S. I will write to you again from .Constan- 


XXXV. To THE A B B o i'. . 

•. , .. . 

, Constantinople, Mai' 09, O. S. 

I HA V£ had the advantage pf very fine weather alL 
my jpnrney, and as the snoimcr is »ow in its beauty. 
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1 . enjoyed the pleasure of iane^ prospects; lAd the 
xu'eadows being full of all sorts of garden flowers j 
and sweet herbs, mj berlin perfumed the air as it 
pressed them. The grand signior furnished us with 
covered waggons for our baggage, and 
five coaches of the country for my women. We 
found the road full of the great spahis and their 
Equipages coming out of Asia to the war. They al- 
ways travel with tents ; but I chose to lie in houses 
4II the way. I will not trouble yon w;ith the names 
of the villages we passed, in whicli there was nothing 
remarkable, bnt at Ciorley, where there was a conac, 
or little seraglio, bnilt for the use of fhe grand si- 
gnior when he goes this t(wd. I had ihe, curiosity to 
view ail the apartments destined for the ladies of hit 
court. They were in the midst of a thick grove of 
trees, made fresh hyJounmins:'but I was most sur- 
prized to see the walls almost covered with little 
distichs of Turkish verse, writ with pencils. I made 
my interpreter explain them to me, and I found 
several nf them very well turned, though I easily 
believed him that they had lost much of their 
beauty in the translation. One was literally thus in 
£uglish : 

We come into^thk world : we lodge and we. depart ; ' 

He never goes that’s lodg’d witliin my heart. ‘ 7 

The rest of our journey was through line painted 
meadows, by the side of the sea of Marmora, the 
ancient Propontis. We lay the next night at Selivrca, 
, anciently a noble town. ~ It is nOw a good sea- 
port, and neatly built enough, aud has a bridge of 

• ... . X 
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^icy-nro arches. 'Here is a famous ancient GreclT 
cliurcb. — I had given one of my coaches to "U 
Greek lady, who desired the conVeniency of Iravel- 
ling with me ; she designed to pay her devotions, and 
I vvas glad of the opportunity of going with her. I 
found it an ill-huilt edifice, set out with the'same sort 
of ornaments (hut less rich) as the Roman cathoHck 
churches. They shewed me a saint's body, where f 
threw a p ece of money, and a picture of the "Virgih 
Mary, drawn by the hand of St. liiike, very little id 
the credit of his palutiug ; but, however, the huest 
Tn.adona of Italy is* not more famous for her mi- 
racles. The Greeks have a monstrous taste in their 
pictures, which, for more finery, are always drawn 
upon a gold gi'ound. You may imagine what a good 
air this has ; but they have no notion either of shade 
or proportion. They have a bishop here, who offi- 
ciated m his purple robe, and sect me a candle* all 
-most as “big as myself for a present, when I was at 
fuy lodging. We lay that night at a town called Rtijuk 
Cekmege, or great bridge; and the night following 
at Kujuk Cekmege, or little bridge, in a very plea-r 
aant lodging, formerly a monastery of dervises, ha- 
ving before it a large court, encompassed with 'marble 
cloisters, with a good fountain in the middle. The 
prospect from this place, and the gardens round it, 
is the most affreeabie I have seen, and shews that 
monks of all religious know how to choose their rc- 
lirejnents. ’Tis now beTohging to a hogia or school- 
master, who teaches heWs l»erc. I asked him to shew 
me his own aparrment. ,'iud was surprized to ace him 
point to a (all eyprcss-tfie* in the garden, on fit# 
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tbp ot wliich was a place for a bed for himself, and 
a little lower, one for bis wife and two children, 
\vho slept there every night. I was so much diverted 
with the fancy, I resolved to examine his nest 
nearer; but after going up fifty steps, I found I had 
•till fifty to go up, and then I must climb from 
'branch to liranch, with some hazard of my neck 
'I thonght it therefore the best way to come down 
again. 

We arrived the next day at Constantinople , but 
I can yet tell you very little of it, all my time having 
been taken up with receiving visits, which are, at 
least, a very good entertainment to the eyes, the 
young women being all beauties, and their beauty 
highly improved by the high taste of their dress. 
Our palace is in Pera, which is no more a suburb 
of Constantinople, than Westminster is a suburb to 
Loudon. All the ambassadors are lodged very near 
e^ch other. One part of qur house shews us the port, 
the city, and the seraglio, and the distant bills pf 
Asia ; perhaps, all together, the most beautiful pro- 
spect in the world. 

A certain French author says Constantinople is 

twice as big as Paris. Mr. W j is unwilling to 

own ’tis bigger than London, though I confess it 
appears to me to he so, but I don’t believe ’tis so 
populous. The burying fields about it are certainly 
Biach larger than the whole city. ’Tis surprizing 
what a vast deal of land is lost this way in Turkey. 
Sometimes I have seen burying places of several 
miles, belonging to very inconsiderable viliage.s, 
which were formerly great towns, aod retain no 
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other m»rh of their ancient grandeur than this dU* 

1 ' j ? ■' ' ' ‘Tv 

mal one. Unno occasion do they ever remove a,st^ne 

that serves for a monument. Some of them are costly 

enough, being of very fine marble. They ‘set up a 

pillar with a carved turbant on the top of it to the 

memory of a man ; and as the ttirbants, by their 

different shapes^ shew ihe quality or profession^* ’tig 

in a manner putting up the amis of the deceased. 

Besides, the pillar commonly bears an inscription in 

gold letters. The ladies have a simple pillar. Without 

other ornament, except those that die uninarriedy 

who have a rose on the top of their monnment. The 

aepnlchres of particular families are railed in, and 

planted round with trees: those of the snltahs, and 

some great men, have la.mp« constantly baming in 

them. 

When I spoke of their religion, I forgot to men- 
tion two particularities, one of which I had read of, 
but it seemed so odd to me, I could not believe it; 
■yet ’tis certainly true that when’ a man has divorced 
' his wife in the most solefhn. manner, he can take her 
again upon no other terms, than permitting another 
map to pass a pight with her : and there are some 
examples of those who have' submitted to this law, 
rather than not to have back their beloved. The 
6ther point of doctrine is very extraordinary. Any 
woman that dies nnmarried'is looked npon to die 
in a state of reprobation. To confirm this belief, 
they reason that the end of the creation of woman is 
to enorease and multiply, and that she is only pro- 
perly employed' in the works of her calling, when 
•he is bringing forth chddren o'r taking care of them, 
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^hich are all the virtues that God expects from hw. 
And indeed their tv ay of life, which shuts them out - 
of all publick commerce, does not permit them any 
'Other.* — Oar vulgar notion, that they don’t own • 
«vomen to have anv sOnls, is a mistake. ’Tis true 
they say th^ are not of so elevated a kind, and 
therefore must ' not hope to he admitted into the • 
paradise appointed for the men, wh 9 are to he en- 
tertained hy celestial beauties. But there is a place 
of happiness destined for souls of the inferioi' order, 
tvhere all good woineu are to he in eternal bliss. 
Many of them are very superstitions, and will not 
remain widows ten days, for fear of dying in the 
reprobate state of a useless creatnre. But those that 
like their libertv- and are not slaves to their re- 
ligion, content themselves with marrying when they 
arc afraid of dying. This is a piece of theology' vei-y 
different from that which teaches nothing to be 
more acceptable to God," than a vow of perpetual 
virginity : which divinity is most rational, Heave you 
to determine. , 

1 have alreaf||^ made some progress in a collection 
of Greek medals. Here are several professed antiqua- 
ries, who are ready to serve any body that desires 
them. But yon cannot imagine how they stare in 
my face, when I enquire about them, as if nobody 
was permitteu to seek after medals, till they were 
grown a piece of antiquity themselves. I have got 
some very valuable ones of the Macedonian kings, 
particularly one of Perseus, so lively, I fancy I can 
s€)g all his ill qualities in his face, lhave a porphyry 
head finely cut,, of the trne Greek ’sculpture ; but 

la- 
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who it represents is to be guessed at by tbe learned 
wbeu I return. For you are not to suppose these 
antiquaries (who are all Greeks) know any thing. 
Iheir trade is only to sell : they have correspondents 
at Aleppo, Grand Cairo, in Arabia and Palestine, 
who send them all they can find, and very often 
great heaps that are only, fit to melt into pans and 
kettles. They get the best price they can for any of 
them, without*knowing those that are valuable from 
those that are not. Those that pretend to skill, 
generally find out the image of some saint in the 
medals of the Greek cities. One of them ^ewiou 
me the figure of. a Pallas with .a victory in her 
hand, on a reverse, assured me it was the .Virgin 
holding a crncifijc. The same man offered me the 
head of a Socrates, on a sardonix, and to enhance 
the value, gave him the title of Saint Angnstin. 
1 have bespoke a mummy, which , , 1 hope, will 
come safe to my hands, notwithstanding the mis- 
fortune that befel a very fine one designed for the 
king of Sweden. He gave a great price for it, and 
the Turks took it into their heads^ that he must 
have some considerable project depending upon it. 
They fancied it the body of God knows who, and 
that the state of their empire mystically depended 
on the conservation of it. Some old prophecies were 
remembered upon this occasion, and the mummy 
committed prisoner to the seven towers, where it has 
remained under close confinement ever since. I dare 
iiot try my interest in so considerable a point as the 
release of it ; but I hope mine will pass without eiyi- 
ininatlon. — 1 can tell you nothing more at present 
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of this famous city. Wheu I have ' looked a little 
about me, you shall hear from me again. I am, Sir, i 

Yours, etc. 


XXXVI. To Me. Pope. 

Belgrade village, June 17, O.S. 

I hope, before this time, you have received tw.o op 
three of my letters. I had yours but yesterday, though 
dated the third of febniary,' in which you suppose' 
me to be dead and buried. 1 have already let yon 
know that 1 am still alive; but, to say truth, I look 
upon my present circumstances to be exactly the 
same as those of departed spirits. The heats of C'on.s- 
tantinople have driven me to this place, which per- 
fectly answers the description of the elysian fields. 1 
am in the middle of a wood, consisting chiefly of fruit 
trees, watered by a vast number of fountains famous* 
for the excellency of their water, and divided into 
many shady walks, upon short grass that seems to 
me artificial, bnt, 1 am assured, is the pure work of 
nature — within vievv of the black sea, from whence 
we perpetually enjoy the refreshment pf cool breezes 
that make us insensible of the heat of the summer. 
The village is only inhabited by the richest amongst 
the Christians , who meet every night at a fountain, 
forty paces from my house, to sing and dance. The 
beauty and dress of the women ^:^act]y _reseihbleth« 
ideas of the ancient nymphs, as they are given ns 
by the representations of the poets and painters, bnt 
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wRat persuades me more fully of my decease, is the 
situation of my own mind, the profound ignorance 
I am in of what passes among the living ( which 
only comes to me by chance ), and the great calmness 
•with which I receive it. Tet I have still a hankering 
after my friends and acquaintances left in the world, 
according to the authority of that admirable author- 

That spirits departed are wonderous kind 

To friends and relations left behind. 

Which no body can deny. 

Of which solid truth I am a dead instance. I*thiak 
Virgil is of the same opinion, that in human souls 
there will still be some remains of human passions s 

Curae non ipsae in morte relinqnunt. 

And ’tis very necessary, to' make a perfect elysinm, 
that there should be a river Lethe, which I am not 
ao happy as to find. To say truth, I am sometimes 
very weary of the singing and dancing, and sunshine, 
and wish for the smoke and impertinences in which 
you toil; though I endeavour to persuade myself 
that 1 live in a more agreeable variety than yon do;* 
and that monday, setting of partridges; tnesday, 
reading English ; Wednesday, studying in the Turkish, 
language ( in which, by the way, I am already very 
learned ) ; thursday, classical authors ; friday, spent 
in writing; Saturday, at my needle, and Sunday, ad- 
mitting of visits and hearing of masick, is a better 
way of*disposing of the week, than monday, at the 
•drawing-room ; tnesday, lady Mohan’s ; Wednesday, 
'at the opera ; thursday, the play ; friday, Mrs. Chet- 
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p^irpeto^l ropad qf hqiiong the same 
sca.nd^,.9j;t4 same follies .acted over argd 

over,,whic]^ here affect me no more than they do 
^ othej 4 <?a 4 p!&opIe. I can now hear of displeasing things 
with pity and without indignation.. The reflection on 
the great gulph between you and, me cools all; news 
that, conies hither. I can neither be sensibly toached 
^with joy or grief, when I, consider that, possibly, the 
cause of. either is removed before the letter conies 
to my hands. Ilut, as 1 said before, this indolence 
does not extend to my few friendships ; I am sull 
, warmly sensible of yonrs and Mr. Qmgrevels, and 
desire to live in your remembrance, though dead to 
all the world beside. ... 

, ' . . , . ..I 3m, etc, etc. • 


' XXILVII. To THE Lady ‘ 

Bel^de village, -June 17, O.S. 

I HEA.Rxii.Tbeg your ladyship’s pa rdon; but I real! y 
could not forbear laughing heartily at your lettef, 
and the commi^ions you are pleased -to honour me 
with. You desire me to boy you a Greek slave who 
‘ i.s tq be mistress of a thonsaud good qualitleff. The 
Greeks are subjects, and not slaves, those who are 
to be bonghtin that manner, are either such as are 
taken in war, or stolen by ^e Tartars, from Russia, 
Circassia, or Georgia, and are such miserable aukward 
poor wretches, you would not think any of them 
worthy to your house-maids. ’Tis true that-many 


cd by Google 


Digitizi 



,4> LETTERS , J 

Choasands were taken in the Morea but they bate 
baen most of them redeemed by the charitoble con- 
' trlbntions of the Christians, or ransoAied by their 
own relations at Venice. The fine slaves' that wait 
upon the great ladies, or serve the pleasures of the 
' great men, are all bought at the age of eight or nine 
years old ,and educated with great care, to accomplish 
them in singing, dancing, embroidery, etc. They arc 
- commonly Greassians, and their patron never sells 
them, except it is as a pnnishmeut for some very 
‘great fault. If ever they grow weary of them, they 
either present them to a friend, or give them their 
freedom. Those that are exposed to sale at the 
markets, are always either guilty of some crime, or 
so entirely worthless, that they are of no use at all. 
1 am afraid yon will doubt the truth of this account, 
which, I own, is very different from our common 
notions in England; but it is no less truth for all 
that. — Your whole letter is full of mistakes from 


one end to the other ; I see you have taken your ideas 
of Turkey from that worthy author Dumont, who 
has writ with equal ignorance and confidence. ’Tis a 
particular pleasure to me here, to read the voyages 
to the Levant, 'which are generally so far removed 
from truth, and so full of absurdities, I am very well 
diverted with them. They never fail giving you aa 
account of the women, whom ’tis certain they never 
saw, and talking very wisely of the- genins of the 
men, into whose company they are never admitted; 
and very often deiprlbe mosques, which they dared 
not even peep into. The Turks are very proud, and 
wall not converse with a stranger they are not assn* 
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sea i« considerable hi his -own- < country. I speak- of 
-the men'of distinction ; fbr, as to the ordinary fellows, 
you may imagine what ideas tbeit' conversation dan 
give of the general genius of- the people. 

As to the balm'of Mecca, I will certainly send you 
some; but it is not so easily got as you suppose it 
and I cannot in conscience advise you to make use 
of it. 1 know not how it comes to have such nniver* 
sal applause. All the ladies of my acquaintance at 
London and Tienna, have begged me to send pots of 
it to them. I have had 'a present of a small quantity 
( which I’ll assure you is very valuable) of the best 
sort, and with greatjoyapplieditto my face, expecting 
some wonderful effect to my advantage. The next 
morning the change indeed was wonderful ; my facs 
was swelled to a very extraordinary size, and all ovei 
as red as my lady H— — ’ s. It remained in this la- 
mentable state three days, during which, yon may 
be snre, I passed my time very ill. I believed it would 
never be otherwise; and to add to my mortiiicatioa^ 
M. W — ^y reproached my indiscretion without 
ceasing. However, my face is since in statu quo% 
nay, 1 am told by the ladies here, that ’tis much 
mended by the operation, which I confess I cannot 
perceive in my looking-glass. Indeed, if one was to 
form an opinion of this balm by their, faces, one 
should think very well of it. They all make nse of 
it, and have the loveliest bloom in the world. For my 
part, I never intend to endar^ the pain of it again ; 
let ray complexion take its natural 'course, and decay 
in its own doe time. I have very little esteem for 
tnadieiaes of this nature; hut do as yon please, 
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iHadAm { 6aVy ;r«membei', before -.ypa it, ;.tba^ 
jouF face will oot be.sn^h as you'will cfre >to . shew 
io the drawingTfoofU for some da^s after, Jf ooe was 
to believe the vuomea in 'this coautry, there, is a surer 
way of making. one’s self beloved than by becoming 
handsome, though yon know that’s our method. But 
they pretend to the. knowledge of secret* that, by way 
of enchantment^ give them the^ entire empire over 
whom they please. l''or me, who am not .very apt to 
believe in wonders,' 1 catuiot.hnd faith fojr this. 1 dis> 
pnted the point 'last night with a lady who really 
talks very sensibly on any other subject;, but .she 
was downright angry with me, in that she did. not 
perceive she had: persuaded me of the trnih of forty 
storie.s she told me of this kind; and, at .last, .men- 
tioned several ridiculous marriages, that there .gonld 
be no other reason assigned for. 1 assured iter that 
in England, where we were entirely ignorant of all 
inagick, where the climate is not half.so warm, noy* 
the women half.so handsome, we were -not without 
oar xldicnlons marriages; and that we, did not. look 
upon -it as any' thing supernatural, when a man 
played the fool iorthe .sake of a woman? Bnt. my 
arguments' coxdd not convince her against; as she 
said, her certain- knowledge. Tu this she added that 
she scrupled making use of charms herseif,bnt that 
she could do it whenever she pleased ; and^ staring 
mein the face,'-said, with a very learned air,f that no 
enchantments would have their effects nponme,-and 
that there ^vere some people exempt from their power, 
l)ut very few. Ton may Imaginehow 1 laughed at thia 
discoatsef bat all the women, are of the same opi* 
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oion. — They don’t pretend to any commerce with 
the devil, bat only that there are certain composi> 
tiona adapted to inspire love. 11 one could send over 
a ship-load, of them, 1 fancy it would be a very qniek 
way of raising an estate. What would not some ladies 
of our acquaintance give for such merchandize ? Adieu, 
my dear lady — I cannot conclude my letter with a 
subject that affords more delightful scenes to the 
imagination. 1 leave you to hgure- to yourself the 
extreme court that will be made to me at iny retum, 
if my travels should famish me with such a useful 
piece of learning. I am, dear madam. 

Yours, etc. etc. 


, XX.XVIII. To Mas. i' . 

Pera of Constantinople, January 4, O. S. 

j[i. IS infinitely obliged to yon, my dear Mrs. T— — , 
for your entertaining letter. Yon are the only one 
^f my correspondents that have jndged right enough, 
to think I would gladly be informed of the news 
amongst you. All the rest of them tell me, almost ia 
the same words, that they suppose I know every 
thing. Why they are pleased to suj>pdse in this man> 
ner, I can guess no reason, except they are persuaded 
that the breed of Mahomet’s pigeon still subsists ih 
this country, and that 1 receive supernatural intelli- 
'gence. l.w'ish I could return, your goodness tvith 
•ome diverting accounts from henqc : bnt 1 know not 
Wrhat part of the scenes here would gratify 3 ’our 
anriosity, or whether you have any curiosity at.s . 

il. ' 
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al] for tilings so. far ’distant. -To say the' U'nthpi^ 
am, at this present \vciaiu:g,miit veiy much turned 
for the recollection of wiintis diverting, my . head 
being wholly Ailed. with > /the preparations neces.< 
aary for the encrease of my. family., which I expect 
.every day. You may easily guess at niy uneasy ..si- 
tuation, But I am, howcYer.y-conforted in some de- 
gree, by ithe gloryjlhat.aocrues to me from it, and 
a. reflection onlho contempt. I shohld otherwise fall 
,nnder. — Yon-rwon’t knoiv .what to make of this 
i(^eech; hat inMhis. ooUutry.ltls more despicable to 
be mai^ried an 4 not fcuilfui.tlian ’tis with, us to be 
fruitful before marriage. They have a notion that 
whenever a wonttan lea.v.es gU bringing forth children, 
.’tis because sag is too old for that business, whate- 
ver her face says to the contrary. This opinion makes 
thejadies here so ready to make proofs of their youth 
( which is as necessary in order to he a rpceivejl 
beauty, as it is to shew proofs -of nobility to/he ad- 
mitted knights ofjJMalta ) that they do not content 
^themselves with using the natural means, hut Ay to 
all sorts of .qnackeries to, avoid the scandal of being 
2 »st child-bearing, and often kill themselves by them. 
.Without, any exageration, all the women of. my ac- 
.quaintance have twelve or.thirteeu children, and thie 
jold ones boast of having had Ave and twenty or 
thirty a-piece, and are respected according to the 
number they have produced. — When they are with 
^child, ’tis their ooumion expression to say, they hope 
God will be so merciful as to send them two this lime ; 
and when 1 have a.sked them sometimes how they 
yexpected tp provide for such n flnek as (Imy desire. 
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tfcey? dn’sr^ver tKat>the^'{)iagUe vrfll cerlainly kill half- 
of them; which indeed generally happen^ without' 
much concetia to the parents, who are satisfied with 
the Vanity of having ‘ brought forth so plentifullv^ 
Tlic French ambassadress is forced to comply writh-, 
this fashion as well as myself. She hay not been Lerii' 
nmchabdve a year, and has lain in once, and is'big 
again. What is most wonderfnl,is the exemption they 
aeem td enjoy from the ctirso entailed on the sex. 
They see ail company oh the day of their delivery, 
and at the fortnight’s end retttrn visits, set out in 
their jewels and new clothes. 1 wish I may find the 
influence of the climate in this particular; but I fear 
I shall continue an English woman in this affair, as 
well as I do in my dread of lire and the plague, w’hicK' 
are two things very l.ttle feared here. Most families' 
have had their houses burnt down once or twice,- , 
occasioned by their extraordinary way of warming 
.themselves, which is neither by chimnies nbc stove.% 
but by a certain machine called a tendour^ the height 
of two feet, in the form of a table, covered with a 
fine carpet or embroidery^ This is made only.of wood,' 
and they put ii7to it a small quantity of hot ashes, 
and sjtwth their legs under the carpet. At this table 
they work, read, and very often sleep ; and, if they 
chance to dream, kick down the tendour^ and the 
hot ashes commonly set the house on fire. There 
were five hundred houses burnt in this manner abon|: 
a fortnight ago, and I have seen -several of the owners 
since, who seem not at all moved at so common a' 
misfortune. They put their goods into- a bark, and 
see their houses burn with great philosophy, their 
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persons being very seldom, endangered, Having ru% 
stairs to descend. 

Ent having entertained you with things I don’t 
like, ’tis but j list 1 should tell yon something that 
pleases me. llie climate is delightful in the extremest 
degree. I am now_8itting,thi8 present fourth of j anuary^ 
with the wiudows open, enjoying the warm shipe of 
the sun, while you are freeziug over a sad sea-coal 
fire ; and my chamber is set oUtwith carnations, roses, 
tad jonquils, fresh from my gard.en. I am also char- 
med with many points of the Turkish law, to our 
shame be it spoken, better designed, and better 
exeented, than ours; particularly, the punishment 
of convictedjiars ( triumphant criminals in our coun- 
try, God knows). They are burnt in the forehead 
with a hot iron, when they are proved the authors 
of any notorious falsehoods. How many v/hite fore- 
heads should we see disfigured ! how many fine gentle* 
xoeu would be forced to wear their wigs as low as 
their eye-brows, were this law in practice with us ? I 
should go on to tell you many^ other parts of justice, 
but I mast send for my midwife.^ 


XXXlX. To THE CoUXTXSX OF ;; 

Pera of Constantinople, March lo, O. S. 

• 

I HAVE not written to yon, dear sister, these many 
months — a great piece of self-denial. Bat I know 
not where to direct, or what part pf the world you 
are in. 1 have received no letter from yon since that 
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sliort note of april last, in. which yon tell me that 
you are -ou the point of leavlngr England, and promise 
inc a direction for the place yon stay in ; bat 1 have 
in vain expected it till now, and now I only learn 
from the gazette, that yoaare retumed^which induces 
me to. venture this letter to your'house attLondon. 

. I had rather ten of iny letters should be lost than 
you imagine I don't write; and L think it is hard 
fortune, if one in ten don’t reach you. How'eyer, I am 
resolved to keep the copies, as testimonies of my 
iucUnation to- give yon^ to the utmost of my power, 

.all the diverting part of my travels, while yon are < 
exempt from all thp fatigues and inconveniencies.. ' 

In 'the first place then, I wish you joy pf yp«r - 
, niece •, for I was Lroughtto bed of a daughter ( i ) live^ 
weeks ago. I don’t mention this as one of my divert* 

,ing adventures ; though I must own that it is not 
half so mortifying here as in England, there being •' 
'as mneh difference as there is between a little cold 
in the head which sometimes- happens here, and the 
consumption coughs so oomxnou: in London. 
body. keeps their house a month for lyiug-in; aad 
'I am not so fond- of our cpstoms as to retain Jidbeiu 
when.thfey are not necessary. I returned, my visits 
•at three weeks end, and about /our days ago crossed- 
the sea which. (hvhles this place from Con.stantInople, 
Ao-make a new one, whpre. I h?d Jho good fortune , 
-to' pick np many (mrio.sUies, I.weut.io s^e the sul- 
tana Hafiten, the favourke.of the.late emperor Mus- 
■taphaf whoyyou know, o^.perhaps.you don’t know, 

• • ' ' . * * I'l i. . . • . . ! • * •, , , /f 

... (x) Xhe presentcountess of Bute.,.,] . ■ ir 

•' ' ” t 3 - 
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was de;>osed by his brother, the reignitig stiltan,and 

died a few weeks after, being poisoned,* as it'was 

generally believed. This lady was, immediately after 

his death, sainted with an absolnte order t6 le^ve 

the seraglio, and choose herself a husband amon^ 

the great men at the Porte. I suppose you may im^ 

glue her overjoyed at this proposal. Quite the • 

contrary .-^These women, who are called and esteem 

themselves queens, look upon this liberty as the 

greatest disgrace and affront that can happen to 

them., She threw herself at the vsnltan's feet, and 

begged hini to poignard her rather than use his 

brother’s widow with that contempt. She represented 

^ to him^in agonies of sorrow, that she was privileged 

from this misfortune by having brought five princes 
• * 

into the Ottoman family ; but all the bc^s being 
dead, and only one girl surviving, this excuse was not 
received, and she was compelled to make her choice. 
She chose Bekir effendi, then secretary of state,. and 
above four-score years old, to convince the'world 
that she firmly intended to keep the vow she had 
made of neveV snffeiing a second husband ’ to ap- 
^rt^h her bed; and sinc^ she must honour some 
Mbjcct so far as t(j> be called his,- she would choose 
him as a mark* of heV gratitude, since it was he that 

had presented her, at the age of t^n years, to her 

• * 

. last lord. But she has'hevter permitted him- to pay 
her one visit; though -it is how fifteen years she has 
been in his house, \^here Ishe passes her time in nnin- 
terrupted iiHiUfhihg,^ constancy very little 

. jkivown in Christendom, especially in a widow of one 
acid twenty, for she is now hut thirty-six* She has 
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no black eanucbs for Her gnard, bar boaband being 
obliged to respect ber as a qoeen, and not to enquire 
at all into wbat is dune in ber apartment. 

1 was led into a large room, witb a sofa tbe whole 
length of it, adorned with wbke marble pillars like 
a ruelle^ covered with, pale bine figured velvet, on 
a silver ground, with cushions of the same, where I 
was desired to repose till the sultana appeared, who 
had contrived this manner of reception to avoid 
rising up at ray entrance, though she made me an 
inclination of her head when I rose up to her. I was 
very glad to observe a lady that had been distinguish- 
ed by the favour of an emperor to whom beauties 
were every day presented from all parts of the world : 
hut she did not seem to me to have ever been hal^. 
so beautiful as the fair Fatima I saw at Adrianople, ^ 
though she had the remains of a fine face, more 
decayed by sorrow than time. But her dress was so 
snrprizingly rich that i cannot forbear describing it 
• to you. She wore a vest called dualma, which differs 
from a caftan by longer sleeves, and folding over at 
the bottom : it was of purple cloth, strait to ber sbape^ 
and thick set, on each side., down to her feet and 
round the sleeves, with pearls of the best water, of 
the same size as their buttons commonly are. Yon 
mast not suppose ’that 1 mean as large as those of 

my lord , but about the bigness of a pea ; and to 

these buttons, large 'loops, of diamonds in the foim 
of those gold loops so common on birth-day coats. 
This habit was tied at the waist with two large tassela 
of smaller pearls, and round the arms embroidered 
with large diamonds. Uer shift fastened at the 
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bottom, iivitb a greatdiamoad, shaped like a lozenge ; 
her girdle as broad as the broadest English rii>and, 
eutirely covered with diamonds. Round her neck 
.she wore three chains, which reached to her knees; 
one of large pearl, at the bottom of which hung a" 
fine coloured emerald as big as a turkey-egg ; another;,^ 
consisting of two hundred emeralds, close joined- 
■together, of the most lively green, perfectly matched,- 
every one as large as a half-crown piece, and as thick , 
as three crown pieces ; and another of small emeralds^ 
perfectly round. But her ear-rings eclipsed all the' 
rest : they were two diamonds shaped Exactly like 
pears, jis large as a 'big hazebuut. Round her tal- 
poche she had four strings of pearl — the whitest 
hod most perfect in the world, at least enough to make 
four necklaces, every one as large as the dutc.hcss of 
Marlborough’s, and of the same shape; fastened with 
two roses, consisting of a large ruby for the middle- 
stone, and round them twenty drops of clean diamond? • 
to each. Beside.s this,her head'-dres.s was covered with' 
bodkins of emeralds and diamonds. She wore large 
diamond* bracelets, and had five rings on her finger» 
(•except Mr. Pitt’-s ) the largest I ever saw in'my life* 
*Tis for jewellers to* compute the value these 
things-; but according to the common estimation- of 
jcAVels in our -part of the'W'orin, her whole dressi 
must be w’orlh a hundred thousand pounds sterling,* 
This I am >8ufe of, -that no European queen has halir 
the quantity; and the 'empress’s j ewels, though- very- 
line, would look -very • mean near hers. She: ga-ve me* 
a dinner of fifty* di.s’nes of meat, which ( after theip 
fashion ) -were placed on-tbe table but ohea^ta' timo, 
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and was extremely tedioQs : bat the ma^ificence of 
her table answered very well to that of her dress ; 
the knives were of gold, and the hafts set with dia- 
monds. But the piece of luxury which grieved my 
eyes- was the table-cloth and napkins, which were 
illl tiffany embroidered with silk and gold, in the 
^est manner, in natnr.al ilowei^. It was with the 
utmost regret that I made use of these costly nap- 
kins, which were as finely wrought as the finest 
handkerchiefs that ever came out of this country. You 
may be sure that they were entirely spoiled before 
dinner .was over. The sherbet ( which is the liquor 
they drink at meals ) was served In china bo^yls; but 
the covers and salvers massy gold. After dinner, 
water was brought iu gold basons, and towels of the 
same kind with the napkins, which I very unwilling- 
ly wiped my hands upon ; and coffee was served in 
china w.th gold soucoupes. 

, The suhana^seemed in a very good humour, and 
talked to me -with the utmost civility. I did not omit 
this opportnnity of learning alb that I possibly could 
of the seraglio, which is so entirely unknown amongst 
us. She assured me that the story of the sultan’s 
throwing a handkerchief is altogether fabnlous; and 
the manner, upon that occasion, no other than this : 
He sends the kyslier aga to signify to the lady the 
honour he intends her. She is immediately compli- 
mented npon It by the others, and led to the bath, 
where she is perfumed and dressed in the most ma- 
gnificent and becoming manner. The emperor prc- 
,cedes his visit by a royal present, and then comes 
into her apartment: neither is there ary such thii^g 
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as lier creqpinjf an at the bed’s foot. She said that 
the first he made choice of, was, always after, the 
first in rank, and not the mother of the eldest son, 
as other writers would make us believe. Sorhetime’s 
the snitan diverts himself in the company ol all his 
ladies, who stand in a circle round him : and she 
confessed they were ready to die with envy and 
jealousy of the happy she, that’ he distinguished 
with any appearance of preference. Bnt this seemed 
to me neither better nor worse than the circles of 
most courts, where the glance of the* monarch 'ia 
watched, and every smile is waited for vdth impa- 
tience, *and envied by those who cannot obtain it. 

She never mentioned the sultan without tears’ in 
her eyes', yet she seemed very fond of the discourse , 
'« My past happiness, said she, appears a dream" to 
tf me. Yet I cannot forget that I was beloved by' the 
K greatest and most lovely of mankiiyl. 1 was chosen 
« froth all the rest to make ail his campaigns with* 
« him; and I would not survive him, if I was not 
■« passionately fond of the princess my daughter. Yet 
« all my tenderness for her was hardly enough to 
« make me preserve my life. When I left him, I pas- 
« sed a whole twelvemonth without seeing the light, 
a I'imehas softened my despair; yet I now pass some 
a days every week in tears, devoted to the memory 
K of my sfiltan. » There was no affectation in these 
words. It was easy to see she was in a deep melan« 
choly, thdngh her good humour made her willing 
'to divert me. 

She asked nie to w'alk in her garden, and one of 
her slaves immediately brought her a pelisse of rich 


Dig.''-’' , C m 


OF LADY MONTAGUE. i55 

' • * • • 

brocade •lined with sahles% I waited on her- in to. the 
garden, wluch had nothing in it remarkable but the 
fountains; and from thence-she shewed me all her 
apartments. In her bed-chamber, her toilet was dis- 
played, consisting of two looking-glasses, the frames 
covered with pearls, and her night talpoche set with 
bod^ips of jewel.s, and. prar it three vests of fine sa- 
bles;, e.very one of which is at least worth a thousand 
dollars VfiQ hundred, pounds English money). I 
d9u’t,.donbt but these riqji habits were purpose y 
placed in $ight, though they, seemed negligently 
thrown on the sofa. 'When I took, u;y leave of her, 
1 was complimented with perfumes, as at the gran.d 
vizier’s, aud presented with a very fine embroidered 
handkerchief. Her slaves v.^re to, the number of 
thirty, besides ten little oues, the eldest not above 
seven years old. These, were the most beautiful girls I 
ever saw,. all richly dressed; aud I observed that the 
sultana took a great deal of pleasure in these lovejly 
cbildi'en,. which is avast expence; for there is not a 
bancLsome girl of that age to be bought under a hun- 
dred pound; sterling. .Ibey vvore httle garlands of 
flowers, and their own hair braided, which was all 
their head-dress; but their habits were 'ail of gold 
stuffs.t.Tfaese served, her coffee kneeling, brought 
water when she washed, etc. .t— ’T is a great part pf 
the bnsiness of the older slaves to take care of these 
young girls, to learn them to embroider, aud to serv^ 
them as carefully as if they were children of the fa- 
,mily. Now do you imagine I havtj entertained you 
all this while with a relation that has, at least, re- 
ceived nv»ny embellishments from my hand. Thi.s, 
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joa will ■'say, ■‘is but too like the Apabim talfis. 
These euibro.dered napkins! and a jewel as larg« 
as a turkey’s egg!i — You forget, dear sister, those 
very tales were written by an author of this country, 
and (excepting the enchantments) tfre a real repre- 
sentation of the manners here. We travellers are in 
very hard circnuistances. If we say nothing but what 
has been said before us, we are dull, and' we have 
observed nothing. If we tell any thing new, we are 
laughed at as fabulous and romantick, not allowing 
either for the d:fferen«e of ranks, which afford dif- 
ference of company, or more cariosity, or the change 
of customs that happen every t.venty years in every 
■cohutry. -r^But the truth is, people judge of travcl- 
l(^rs exactly with the same catsdour, good nature, and 
impartiality, they judge of their neighboui*s 'upon all 
occasions. Kor my part, If I live to return amongst 
you, 1 am so well acquainted with the morals of all 
my dear friends and acquaintances that 1 am resolved ' 
to tell them nothing at all, 'to avoid the imjmtation 
(which 'their charity would certaiuly incline them to) 
of my telling too 'much. But I depend iipon your 
knowing me enough to believe whatever I seriously 
assert for truth ; though I give you leave to he snr*- 
prized at an account so new to you. But what would 
you say, if T told you that I have been in aharam, 
whtrre the winter apartment was wainscoted With 
inlaid work 'of mother of pearl, ivory of different 
coionrs^ and olive wood, exactly like the little box>es 
yon have seen brought out of this country.; .and in 
fhbse rooms designed for summer, the wuUs' are all 
erosted with Japan china, the roofs and the 
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floors spread \n'ith the flnest Persian carpets? Yet 
I there is nothing more true : such is the palace’of my 
lovely friend, the iair Fatima, tvhom l was acquainted 
with at Adrianople. I went to visit her yesterday ; and, 
if possible, she appeared to me handsomer than be- 
fore. She met roe at the door of her chamber, and 
giving me her hand with the best gr&ce in the world : 
You Christian ladles ( said she, with a smile that 
made her as'beautifui as an angel ) have the reputa- 
tion of inconstancy, and I did not 'expect, whatever 
goodness you expressed for me at Adrianople’, that 
I should ever see ^ on again. But I am now convinced 
. that I have really the happiness of pleasing yonVand 
if you knew h()w I speak of you amongst our ladies, 
you would be assured that yon do me' justice ‘in 
'making me your friend. She placed me in the corner 
of the sofa, and I sp^nt the afternoon in he'r conver- 
sation with the greatest pleasure in the world.— The 
'sultana Hafiteh is what one would naturally ekpebt 
' to find a’ Turkish" lady, willing to oblige, but ttdt 
knowing how to go about it, and *tis easy to see in 
her manner, that she hns lived excluded from the 
world. But Fatima has all the politeness 'and good 
breeding of a court, with an air that inspires at once 
respect and tenderness ; and now that I understand 
her language, I find her wit as agreeable f as her 
beauty. She is very curious after the manners of 
- other countries, and has 'not the partiality for her 
own, so common to little minds. A Greek that I 
carried with me, who had never seen her before 
(nor could have beeu admitted now^, if she had not 
been in my train ) shewed ths(t surprize at her beauty 

14 
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wd mfc^ier, wliich is nnaypi^^lp at jdrat sight, and 
aaid ^to iue, ip Ilaiian: — « ^ his is ao Turkish lady, 
she. is ccrlaioly 'soine Christian. Fatima guessed 
^she spoke of. her, and asked ^vhat she, said. I would 
not have tpld, her, thinking she would have been, no 
better pleased, with, the compliment, than one of a 
-Turk; hut th*e Greek lady tpld it to her, and she 
smiled, saying: It is not the first time 1 have heard 
iW my m, other was a Poloneze, taken at the siege of 
-iCamimec and my father used to rally me, saying 
Jie believed his Christian wife had found some 
, Christian gallant, for that I had not the ai^ of a 
^'urkish girl. — I assured her that, if. all the Tur- 
kish ,ladiep were like her, it was absolutely necessary 
, to .confine tlieni, ffom puhlick view for the repo.se 
pf, p^stnk-lod ; and proceeded to tell her what a noise 
such a face as hers would make in London or Paris. 

, — j I can’t believe .^op, replied she agreeably : if 
beauty was. so much valued in ypur country, as you 
,say,.they would never have suf/ei'cd ypn tp leave it. 
j*.;— Perhaps, dear sister, you laugh at my vanity iu 
repeating, this compliment, hut, I only,. do it, as I 
jthink it very well turned, and give-it you as an ins- 
.tance of .the .spirit of her conversatit^n. Her house 
was raagnificenlly furnished, and very well fancied; 
her winter rooms being furnished with figured velvet 
on gold ground, and those for summer, with fine 
ludiau quilting embroidered with gold. The houses 
of the great Turkish ladies are kept clean tvith a.s 
much nicety as those in Holland. Thi.s was situated 
in^ a high p®'* town ; and from the window 


. Digitize, 


OF LAD T MONTAGUE. r5g 

of her summer' apartment, -we had the prospect, of 
the sea, the islands, and the Asian mountains.-^My 
letter is insensibly grov^n so lon^, I am ashamed of 
, it. This is a ■very bad symptom. ’Tis well if I don’t 
degenerate into a downripht story-teller. It may be 
our proverb that Knowledge is no burthen, may 
be true, as to one’s self; but knowing too much is. 
very apt to make us troublesome to, other people. 

I am, etc. etc. 


XL. TotheLadt . 

* * • '« 
Pera, March. i6, O.S, . 

I A M extremely pleased, my dear lady, that yon have 
at length found a commission for>rae, that 1 can 
answer without disappointing yonr expectations.; 
though I must teU you, that it is not so easy as-pei^ 
haps yon think it : and that if my curiosity had not 
been more diligent than any other stranger’s has 
ever yet been, I must have answered you with an 
excase, as I was forced tO do, vrhen you desiied-me 
to buy you a Greek slave. I have got for you, as yon 
desire, a turkisb love-letter, which I have put into a 
little box, and ordered the captain of the SiHymiote 
to deliver it to you with this letter. The translation 
of it is literally as follovss ’: The first piece you should 
pull out of the purse, is a little pearl, which is in 
tnrkish called ingi, and mast be understood in tl\^,s 
manner : . , . 
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7n^/, ‘ 

Pearl, 

Carcmjil, 


Clove, 


Puf, 

Jonquil, 

Kihat 

Paper, ' 

PrmuSf 

Pear, 

JobuTit 

Soap, 

Chemurf 

Coal, 

Gulf 

A rose, „ . 

Sasir^ 

A straif, 

Jo ho, . 

Cloth, 

Tartsin, 

Cinnamon, 

Giro, 

A match. 


Sens in Usellerin gingi < 

. Fairest of the young. 

. Caremfihen catarenyok 
Conge gulsum timarinyok 
Benseny chok than severim 
Senin Bendin, haberin yok 

You are as slender as this clove I 
Yon are an unblown rose I 
I hare long loved you, and you have not 
known it. 

I 

Derdime derman but 
Have pit^ on my passion! 

Birlerum sahat sahat 
' I faint every hour ! 

Ver bizi hir umut 
Give me some hope. 

Derdinden oldum zahun 
I am sick witU^ love. 

. Ben Olivim size umur 
May I die, and all my years be yonr^ ! > 
Ben aglarum sen gul 
May you be pleased, and your sorrows 
mine ! 

Cliim sanayazir. 

Suffer me to be your slave. 

Vstune bulunmaz pahu 
Tour price is not to be found. 

Sen ghel ben chekeim senin hargin ^ 
But my fortune is yours. 

JEskin Hen otdum ghira 
I bum^I bnru! my flame consumes me I 
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Simla, Uzimu benden ayirma , ' , 

Goldthread,, ,, Don’t turn away your face. 

Satch, Bazmazun tatch ^ 

Hair, , Crown of my head! 

Vzum, Benim ihi Guzvm 

Grape. My eyes ! 

77/, IJ lugonim Cez ghel 

Gold Wire^ I die — come quickly. 

S. ■ . ' 

• And by way of Postscript : ■ * 

Beber, ^ - Bize bir dogm haber. _ , . . ' 

Pepper, Send me an answer. ‘ 

You sec this letter is all in verse, and I can aa* 
sure you, there is as much, fancy shewn in the choice 
of them, as in the most studied expressions of our 
letters ; there being, I believe, a million of verses 
designed lor tliis use. There is no colour^ no flower, 
no weed, no Iruit, herb, pebble, or feather, that has 
not a verse belonging to it; and yon may quarrel, 
reproach, or send letters of passion, friendship, or 
civility, or even of news, without ever inking your 

fingers. ‘ . ^ ^ i 

I fancy you are now_ ^wondering at my prpfou^ 
learning ; but alas, dear, madam, I am almost f^llf^ 
into the mi<>fortuue so common to the, .ambitious ; 
while they are employed^ on distant^ in^igniheapt 
conquests abroad, a rebeibuu starts up al.honie;. — 

1 am in great danger of losing my £ugUsh..I find ’tis 
not, half so easy to me to write in it, as it was a 
twelvemonth ago. I am forced to study for.cxpres- 
,5iou5,.and 1 must leave off other languages and 

* ’ i4. 


Digitized by Coogle 


i6* LETTERS * i > 

try to learn my mother tongue. — Human under- 
standing is as much limited. as hamah power, or hu- 
man strengith. The memory can retain bnt a certain 
number of images; and *tis as impossible for one hu- 
man creature to be perfect master of ten different 
languages, as to have in perfect subjection ten diffe- 
rent kingdoms, or to fight against ten men at a time. 
I am afraid I shall at last know none as I should do. 
I live in a place that very -well represents the tower 
of Babel ; in Pera they speak Turkish, Greek, He- 
brew, Armenian, Arabick, Persian, Rnssian, Sclavo- 
nian, Wallachin, German, Dutch, French, Engbsh, 
Italian, Hungarian; and, what is worse, there are ten 
of these languages spoken in my own family. My 
grooms are Arabs, my footmen French, English, and 
Germans ; my nurse an Armenian ; my house maids 
Russians; half a dozen other servants Greeks; my 
steward an Itaban; my janizaries Turks; so that I 
live in the perpetual hearing of this medley of sounds, 
which produces a very extraordinary effect upon 
the people that are bom here ; for they learn all 
these languages at the sa'me 'time, and withont 
knowing any of them well enough to write or read 
it. There are Very few noien,''women, or even chil- 
dren here, that have not the same compass of words 
in five or" six of them. I know myself several infants 
of three or four years old, that speak Italian, French, 
Greek, Turkish, and Russian, which last they learn 
of their nurses, who ^re generally of that country. 
This seems almost incredible to yon, and is, in my 
mind, one of the most enrions things in this coun- 
try^^ and takes off very much from the merit of onr 
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ladies, wlio set ap for sacli extraordinary genlnsea 
upon the credit pf some snperficlal- knowledge of 
French and Italian. < , „ 

• As I prefer English to all the rest, I. am extremely 
mortiiied at the daily decay of it in my head, where. 
I'll assure you (with grief of heart ), it is. reduced tf> 
such a small nnmher of words, I cannot recollect 
any tolerable phrase to conclude my letter with, and 
am forcedLto tell your ladyship very bluntly, that I 
am . • Your faithful humble servant. ' 


•" ■ - ‘ rr ^ 

X.L I. To THE COUNTESS OE B . 

• * 

A T length I have heard from my dear lady B , 

for the first time. I am. persuaded you have had the 
goodness to write before, but I have had the ill for- 
tune to lose your letters. Since my last, I have staid 
quietly, at , Ginstantinople, a city that 1 ought in 
conscience to give your ladyship a right notion of, 
since 1 know yon can have none but what is partial 
and. mistaken from, the writings of travellers. ’Tis 
certain there, are many people that pass years here 
in Pera, without having ever seen it.^ ami yet they 
all pretend to describe it. Pera, Tophana,and Gal'ata, 
wholly inhabited by l«'rench Christians ( and which*, 
together, make the appearance of a very fine town) 
ore divided from it by the sea, which is not above 
half so broad as the broadest part of the Thames*; 
but the Christian men are loth to hazard the adven- 
tures they sometimes meet with amongst the levents 
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or seamen ( worse monsters than oar watermen ) and 
the women must cover their faces (o go there, which 
they have a perfect aversion to do. ’Tis true, they 
wear veils in Pera, but they are such as only serve 
to shew their beauty to more advantage, and would 
not be permitted in Constantinople. These reasons 
deter almost every creature from seeing it; and the 
French ambassadress will return to France (I believe) 
without ever having been there. You’ll wonder, 
madam, to hear me add that I have been there very 
often. The asmack^ov Turkish veil, is become not 
only very- easy, but agreeable, to me; and if it was 
not, I would be content to endure some inconve- 
niency to gratify a passion that is become so power- 
ful with me as curiosity. And indeed, the pleasure 
of going in a barge to Chelsea is not comparable to 
that of rowing upon the canal of the sea here, where 
for twenty miles together down the Bosphorus, the 
most beautiful variety of prospects present themsel- 
ves. The Asian side is covered with fruit trees, vil- 
lages, and the most delightful landscapes in nature ; 
on the European stands Constantinople,- situated on 
seven hills. — The unequal heights make it seem as 
large again as it is ( tho’ one of the largest cidbs in 
the world ) shewing an agreeable mixture of gardens, 
pine and cypress trees, palaces, mosques, and pu- 
blick buildings, raised one above another, with as 
much beauty and appearance of symmetry as your 
ladyship ever saw in a cabinet adorned by the most 
skilful' hands, where jars shew themselves' above 
jars, mixed with canisters, babies, and candlesticks. 
This is a very- odd comparison ; but it gives me an 
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exact idea of tlie thing. 1 have taken care, to see as 
much of the seraglio as is to be seen. It is on a point 
of land running into the sea, a palace of prodigious 
extent, but very irregular. The gardens take in a 
large compass of ground, full of high cypress trees, 
which is all I know of them. The buildings are all 
of white stone, headed on top, with gilded turrets 
and spires, which look very magnificent; and indeed 
1 believe there is no Christian king’s palace half so 
large. -There are six large courts in it, all built round 
and set with trees, having galleries of stone; one of * 
those for the guard, anotherfor the slaves, another for 
the officers of the kitchen, another for the stables, the 
fifth for the divan, and thesixthfor the apartmentdes- 
tined for audiences. On the ladies’ side there are, at 
least, as many more, with distinct courts belonging 
to their eunuchs and attendants, their kitchens, etc. 

The nextremarkablestructareis that of St. Sophia, 
which ’tis very difficult to see. 1 was forced to send 
three times to the ca'imacan ( the governor of the 
town ) and he assembled the chief effendis, or heads 
of the law, and enquired of the mufti, whether it 
was lawful to permit it. They passed some days in 
this important debate ; but 1 insisting on my request, 
permission was granted. I can’t be informed why the 
Turks are more delicate on the subject of this roos> 
qne,than on any of the others, where what Christian 
pleases may enter without scruple. I fancy they 
imagine that, having been once consecrated, people, 
on pretence of curiosity, might prophane it writh 
prayers, particularly to those saints, who are still 
very visible in mosaick work, and no otherway defa- 
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ced lint by the <lecays of time ; for it is absolutely 
false, thougb so pniversally asserted, ^tbat the Turks 
defaced all the images that they found in the city. 
The dome of St.' Sophia is said to be one hundred 
andthirteeh foot diameter, built upon arches, sus- 
tained by vast pillars of marble, the pavement and • 
8tair>case marble. There are two roWs of galleries 
supported with pillars of parti-coloured marble, and 
the whole roof mosaick work, part of which decays 
very fast, and drops down. — They presented me a 
handful of it: its composition seems to me a sort of 
glass, or that paste with which they make counter- 
feit jewels. They shew here the tomb of the emperor 
Constantine, for which they have a great veneration. 

This is a dull imperfect description of this celebra- 
ted buildinsibnt I understand architecture so little, 
that lam' afraid of talkbag non^nse in endeavouring 
, to speak of it particularly.PerhapsIamin the wrong, 

' but some Turkish mosques please me better. That of 
sultan Solymau is an exact square, with four fine 
towers in the angles ; in the midst is a noble cupola, 
supported with beautiful marble pillars; two lesser at 
the ends, supported in the same manner; the pave- 
ment and gallery Tound the mosque of marble; un- 
der the great cupola is a fountain adorned with such 
fine coloured pillars, that I can hardly think them 
natural marble ; oh one side is the pulpit -of white 
marble, and on the other a little g|^ery for the grand 
signior. A fihe'stair-case leads to l^and it is built up 
with, gilded lattices. At the upper end is a sort of gl- 
tar, where "the namfe of Gob is written ;'£pid before it 
atand two candlesticks, as high as a man, with wax- 
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candles as thick as three flambeaux. The pavement 
is spread with tine carpets, and the mosqne illumina- 
ted with a vast number of lamps. The court leading 
to it is very spacious, with galleries of columns of 
green marble, covered with twenty..eight leaded cupo- 
las, ou two sides, and a tine fountain of basons in the 
midst of it. 

This description may serve for all the mosques in 
Constantinople. The model is exactly the same, and 
they only differ in largeness and thickness of mate- 
rials. That of the sultana Valida is the largest of them 
Rll,built entirely of marble, the most prodigious-, and, 
I think, the most beautiful structure I ever saw,. be 
it spoke to the honour of pur sex, for it was founded 
Ly the mother of Mahomet the fourth. — Between 
friends, Paul’s church would make a very pitiful fi- 
gure near it, as any of our squares would do near the 
atlerdan^ or place of horses {at signifying a horse in 
Turkish ). This was the hippodrome in the reign of 
the Grefk emperors. In the midst of it is a brazen co- 
lumn of three serpents twisted together, with their 
mouths gaping. ’Tis impossible to learn why so bdd 
a pillar was erected ; the Greeks can tell nothing but 
fabulous legends when they are asked the meaning 
of it, and there is no sign of its having ever had any 
inscription. At the upper end is an obelisk of por- 
phyry, probably brought from Egypt, the hierogly- 
phicks all very entire, which I look upoq as mere an- 
cient puns. It is placed on four little brazen pillars, 
upon a pedestal of square free stone, full of tigures 
in bas-relief on two sides; one square representing 
a battle, another an assembly: the others have in- 
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scriptions in Griwk and Latin ; the last I took in tnj 
pocket-book, and is as follows : 

• » 

• 

‘ ’ DifTicilis quondam dominis parere Serenis 

Jiissus , et ekstinctis palmam portare tyrannis. 

' Omiiid Tlieodosio ceduut, sobolique perenui. 

Tour lord will interpret these lines. Don’t fancy they 
"afc a love-tetter to him. 

■ All the figures have their heads on, and I cannot 
forbear reflecting again on the impudence of authors, 
who all say they have not; but I dare swear the great- 
est part of them never saw them, but took tbe re- 
port from the Greeks, who resist, wijh incredible for- 
titude, the conviction of their omi eyes, whenever 
they have invented lies to the dishonour of their ene- 
mies. Were yon to believe them, there is nothing 
worth seeing in Constantinople, but sancta Sophia^ 
though there are several larger, and, in my opinion, 
more beautiful mosques in that city . That of sultan 
Achmet has this particularity, that its gates are of 
brass. In all these mosques there are little chapels, 
where are the tombs of the founders and their fami- 
lies, with wax-candles burning before them. 

The exchanges are all noble buildings, full of fine 
alleys, the greatest part supported with pillars, and 
kept wonderfully neat. Every trade has its distinct al 
ley, where the merchandize is disposed in the same 
order as in the new exchange at Londgn. The bezes 
t6n, or jewellers’ quarter, shews so much riches, such 
a vast quantity of diamonds, and all kind of precioiu 
stones, that they dazzle the sight. The embroiderers’ 
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194^1^0 veryigUtterlngi, ai ^4 yvaik,liere.as.mucbi 

fpp,. 4 ^yer^lun a^,l^Hfiiu«ss^<Thq roarkets are most of 
<liem handsome ^ 0 i»i;es ^hd. admirably well., pro; 
^yidc^tl, perhaps JjeHfir ^an;in aay Other. part of , the 

jy<>rl.d»I .> •••,. *! .‘ ■ . )*.(:•■>; : . ,•3. • • >► 

.;>, l.kaow you’ll ox.p,^(;t ^ should say something par; 
flcular, of the slaves;, and you wHl imagine me half 
^g.Turk, when I.do,U)t;iSpeakiOf it.with the same^hor; 

«^her Christians haye;donehoforo me. ButXoan> 
f^otforh^uir applauding. the.humauity of the^'urks to 
diese ereatares;.theyat;e uf.vejfiH used, and their sla- 
very x^j. in my opinion^ np; worse ..than , servitude all 
.oyer tlie.worldi ’Tis they; have no wages; but 
they give them yearlyi clothes ,tp a! higher value than 
pur salaries to our prdipax^, servants. But you’ll ob- 
ject that men.huy woraeur wilh, ?n..eye to evil. In my 
opiu'ou they are, hopght and sold, as publ.ckly and 
asjpf^ously in all our.ChKhtian great cities. 

I pipst add to the description, qf Constantinople, 
lhaf the Historical pillar is no more. It dropped 
down, about two years before I, came to this part of 
the world. I have seen no other footsteps of anti- 
quity except the aqueducts, which are so vast that 
I am apt to believe they are yet more ancient than 
the Greek empire. The Turks, indeed, have cLtppcd 
in some stones with Turkish. inscriptions, to give 
their natives the honour of^o great a work; but the 
deceit is easily discovered. - — The other jmhlick 
buildings are the harms, and monasteries ; tlie first 
are veiy large and unmerons; the second few iu 
namberi, and uot at all luagniiiceat* I had the cu<* 
riosity to visit oue of them^ and to observe the de* 
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votion of tlie dervises, which are as whimsical as'ai^ 
at Kome. These felleVvs have permission to mai^ry, 
bat are confined to- an od<l habit, vthich is only it 
piece of coarse white cloth,' wrapped ahont 'them', 
with their legs and arms naked. Their order has few 
Other rules, except that of performing their fontas' 
tick rites, every tnesrfay and friday, which is donifc 
in this<mann'er : They meet -together in a large 'hail-, 
where they ail -stand with 'their' eyes fixed on thi 
ground find their arms 'across, while the imanm of 
preacher reads part of the alcoran from U' pulpil 
placed ill the midst;' and when -he has done, eight 
or ten of them make a melancholy concert with 
their pipes, which 'are no unmask-al iustrnme&ts- 
Then he reads again, and makes a .short exposition 
on what he has-read ; after which they sing and ]>Iay, 
till their supei-ior (the only one of them dressed in. 
green) rises and begins a sort of solemn dance.- They 
all stand about him in a regular figure, and while 
some play, the others tie their robe ( which is very 
wide) fast round their waist and begin to' turn 
rdund with an amazing swiftness, and yet with great 
regard to the musick, moving slower or faster as 
the tone is played. This lasts above an hoar, with^ 
oat any of them shewing the least appearance of 
giddiness, which is not to be wondered at, when 
it is considered they are all nsed to it from their 
infancy; most of them being devoted to tliis way 
of life from their birth. There turned amongst them 
some little dervises of six or sfven years old, who 
seemed no more disordered by that exercise 'than 
the others. At the end of the ceremony they sliont 
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dut;' a'Thcre no,, other Go<l, but God, and Ma- 

homet his prophet » ; after , which they kiss the su- 
perior’s hand, and retire. The whole is performed 
with the most solemn gravity.. Nothing can he more 
austere than the form of- these people; tfley never 
raise their eyes, and seem devoted to contemplation. 
And- as ridiculous as this is in description, there 
is something touching in the air of submission and 
mortification they assume, -r- This letter is of a 
horrible length ; but- you ^may bum it when you 
have read enough,, etc. etc. 


'XL II. T'o THK CoUNTKSS OF 

I 

J[ AM now preparing to leave Gmstantinople, and 
perhaps you will accuse me of hypocrisy, when 
1 tell you ’tls with regret ; but as I am used to the 
air, and have learnt the language, .1 am easy here ; 
and as much as I love travelling, I .tremble at the 
incouveniences attending so great a journey, with 
a numerons family, and a little infant hanging at 
the breast. However, I endeavour, upon this occa- 
sion, to do as I have hitherto done in all the odd 
tarns of my life ; turn them, if 1 can, to my diver- , 
aion. In order to this, I ramble every day, wrapped 
up in my ferigee and asmack, about, Constantino- 
ple, and amuse myself with seeing all that is curious 
in it. I know you will expect that this declaration 

should he followed with some account of what I havs 
* 

seen. Bat 1 am in no humour to copy What has been 
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■writ so often ’over. 1Po‘ vvMt ‘p'urjfose shoal J I- fell; 
you that Constantinople is' the atlcient Bizantinm ? 
that ’tis at present the conquest of a race of people, 
sopposec^Scythians ; that there are live or six thon- 
sand mosques in it ? that St; Sophia was founded hy 
.Tnstiniau, etc. P I'll assure you *tis not for want of 
learning, that • I forbear writing all these bright 
things. I coold also, with very Kttle trouble, turn 
over Knolles and sir Paul Rycaut, to give you a list 
of Turkish emperors ; but I will not tell yon what 
you may find in every author that has writ of this* 
country. I am more inclined, out of a true' female 
splnt of contradiction, to tell you the falsehood of 
a great part of what you find in authors; as for 
instance, in the admirable Mr. Hill, who so gravely 
asserts that he saw in sancta Sophia a sweating 
pillar, very balsamick for disordered heads. There 
is not the least tradition of auy such matter; and 
I suppose it was revealed to him in vision, during 
his wonderful r.tay in the Egyptian catacombs; for 
I am sure he never beard of any such miracle here. 
’Tis also very pleasant to observe how tenderly he 
and all his brethren voyage-writers lament the mi- 
serable confinement of the Turkish ladies, who are 
perhaps more fi-ee than any ladie.s in the universe, 
and are the only women in th% world, tliat lead a life 
of uninterrupted pleasure, exempt from cafes; their 
whole time beihg s]>ent in visiting, bathing, of the 
agreeable amnsement of spending money and invent- 
ing new fashions. A hushand^wculd be thought mad 
that exacted any degree 6f oecoudiny from his wife, 
tthose expences arc no way limited but by her own 
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Csncy. ’Tis lii» business to get money, and heri| to 
•pend it ; and this noble prerogative, extends itself 
to the very meanest of the sex. Here is a iellow that 
carries embroidered handkerchiefs upon his back to 
•ell; and as miserable a fignre'as you may suppose 
•nch a mean dealer, yet Til assure you his wife 
•corns to wear any thing less than cloth of gold; 
has. her eripine furs and a very handsome set of 
jewels for her head. ’Xis tme, they have no pnbliok 
places but the bagnios, and these can only be seen 
by their own sex; however, that is a diversion they 
take great pleasure in. 

I was, three days ago, at one, of the finest in the 
town, and had the opportunity of seeing a Turkish.^ 
bride received there, and all the ceremony nsed on 
that occasion, which made me recollect the epitba- 
lamram of Helen, by Theocritus; and.it seems 'to ^ 
me, that the same customs have continued ever 
since. All the she-friends, relations and acquaintance 
of the two families, newly allied, meet at the bagnio; 
several others go, out of curiosity, and 1 believe 
there were that day two hundred .women. Those 
that were, or had been married, placed themselvee 
round the rooms on the marble sofas; but the vir« 
gins very hastily threw off their cloaths) and appf^ 
cd without other ornament or covering, than their 
own long hair braided with pearl or ribbon. Two 
of them met the bride at the door, conducted by her 
mother, and another grave relation. She was a beau- 
tifal.maid of about seventeen, very richly dressed, 
and shining with jewels, but was presently reduced 
to th« state of natore. Two others filled silver-gilt 
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pots with perfumes, and began the procession^ the' 
rest’follovving in pairs, to the number of thirty. The 
leaders sung aa cpithalainiurai, answered by the others 
in choras, and the two last led the fair bride, her eyes' 
fixed on the ground,* with a* charming affectation 
of modesty. In this order- they marched r6uhd' the' 
Aree large rooms of the bagnios ’Tis not easy to 
represent to you the beAuty of this sight, most'* of 
them }>eiDg well proportioned aud' white-slj.inned; 
all of them perfectly* smooth, and polished by the 
frequent use of bathing. After having' made their 
toiir, the bride was again led to every matron round 
the rooms, ivho saluted her with a compliment and 

0 4 » I 

a present, some of jewels;, others'of pieces of stuff,’ 
handkerchiefs, or little gallantries of that nature; 
which she thanked them foip, by kissing their haiids.' 
1 was Tcry well pleased with having seen tliis cefe- 
mony; and yon may believe me;' that i lie Turkish 
ladies have, at least; as much -Wit attd'civility; hay 
liberty^ as among us« 'Tis true, the* same customs 
^that-give them so many opporlhnltles of gratifying 
fheir evil inclinations ’( if they have any), als6*^put 
it 'yery fully in the power 6f their ‘husbands to re - 
vengtJ themselve.^, if they are, discovered ; and I do 
not do'ubt but they suffer ' sometimes for iheir in-. 
discrelioAS in a veiy sevei'e Viianher, About two 
mouths ago, there Vas fotind at day-bfeak, not ^eiry 
far from niy bc^ise, the bleeding body of a young 
woman., naked, on wrapped in a coarse 'sheet, wiVK 
two woaiuls of a knife ’ hi her side, and another 

in her breast, Sbte tv&s hot qttite lcOld,' and" was s6 
furprizingly beaatifiil, that tiier‘^ very few mra 
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in Petal that diil not go to loot upon her ; hut it ’wa« 
not possible for any body t 6 know her, no woman's 
face being known. She was supposed to have been 
brought in the dead of night from the Constan- 
tinople' side, and laid there. Yery little enquiry was 
made abont the murderer, and the corpse waspri- - 
vately buried without noise. Murder is never, pur- 
sued by the king’s officers, as with us. ’Tis the bu- 
siness of the "next rdations to revenge the dead 
person; and if they like better to compbnnd the 
matter for money ( as they generally do)^ there is 
no more said about it. Oue would imagine this defect 

r 

' in their government should make such tragedies very 
frequent, yet * they are extremely i rare ; which is 
enough to prove the people hot naturally cruel. 
Neither do I think, in many other particulars, they 
deserve the barbarous character we give them. I am 
well acquainted with a Christian woman pf quality,' 
who made it her choice to live with a Turkish hus- 
band, and' is a very agreeable sensible 'lady.’ Her • 
story is so extraordinary I cannot forbear relatiug it; 
but 1 ‘proinise you 'it shall be* in as few words a* 

1 can .possibly express it; 

" She is a‘ Spaniard, and was at Naples* with hei^ 
famUy^ when that kingdom was part pf the Spanish 
dominion. Coming from thencoih a felu^a^ • accom- 
panied by her brother, they were 'attacked by the 

Turkish admiral, boarded, and taken. And now 

Jhow shall. I modestly tell yoU the rest of her adven-^ 
tnrei^ Tie same accident happened to her^ that hap- 
pened to the feir'Lucretia.so many years before her. 
But she iwasi too good a' Christian to kill ^herself, a s 
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that heathenish . Roman did. The admiral was so 
much charmed with the beauty and Ipng-srifferings 
of the fair captive, that, as his first compliment, he 
gave immediately liberty to her brother and attend* 
ants, who made haste to Spain, and in a. few. months 
stot the sam of four thousand pounds sterling, as 
a ransom for his sister. . The Turk took the moneys 
which he presented to her, and toM her she was at 
liberty. But the lady very discreetly weighed the 
different treatment she was Jikely to find in her na« 
tive country. Her relations (as the kindest thing 
they could do for her in her present circumstances) 
would certainly confine her to a nunnery for the rest 
of her days.— Her^ infidel lover was very.handsomc^ 
very tender, very fond of her, and lavished at her 
feet all the Turkish magnificence. She answered him 
very resolutely, that her liberty was not so precious 
to her as her honour ; that he could no way restore 
that, but by marrying her ; and she therefore desired 
him to accept tbe ransom as her portion, and give 
her the satisfaction of knowing that no man could 
boast of her favours without being her husband. The 
admiral was transported at this kind offer, and sent 
back the money to her relations,. saying he was too 
happy in her possession. He married' her, and never 
took any .other 'v^e, and (as she says. herself ) she 
never had reason to repent the choice she made. He 
left her, some years after, one of the richest widows 
iu Constantinople. But there is no remaining ho* 
nonrably a single woman, and that consideration has 
obliged her to marry the present capitan pacha 
( i. €. admiral), his successor.— I am afraid that you 
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wilV tliink my friend fell in love with her ravisher ; 
but 1 am willing to take her word for it, that she 
acted wholly on principles of honour, though I think 
she might be reasonably touched at his generosity, 
which is often found among the Turks of rank. 

’Tis a degree< of generosity to tell the truth, and 
His very rare that any Turk will assert a solemn 
falsehood. I don’t speak of the lowest sort; for, as 
there is a great deal of ignorance, there is very 
. little virtue amongst them; and false witnesses are 
much. cheaper than in Christendom, those wretches 
not being punished (even when they are publickly 
detected ) with the rigour they ought to be. . 

Now I am 'speaking of their law, I don’t know 
whether I have ever mentioned to yon one customi 
peculiar to their country : I mean adoption, very 
common amongst the Turks, and yet more amongst 
the Greeks and Armenians. Not having ^it in their 
power to give their estates to a friend or distant re-- 
latioq, to avoid its falling into the grand signior’s 
treasury, when they are not likely to have any chil- 
dren of their own,- they chuse some pretty child of 
either sex, amongst the. meanest people; and carry 
the child and its parents before the cadi, and there 
declare they receive it for their heir. The parents, at 
the same time, ’renounce all future claim to it : a 
writing is drawn. and witnessed, and a child thus 
adopted cannot be disinherited. Yet I have seen some 
eominon beggars, that have refused to part with 
their children in this manner to some of the richest 
among the Greeks (so powerful is the instinctive 
affection that- is natural to parents 1) though the' 
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adopting fathers^ara generally very tender to'tliest 
children of their sools^ as they call them. I own thia 
castom pleases me niQuh better than onr absurd one 
of following ‘our name. Methinks, ’tis much more 
reasonable to make.happy and rich an Infant whom 
I educate after my own manner, brought up ( in the 
Turkish phrase) upon my knees, and who has learnt 
to look upon me with a filial respect, than to give an 
estate to a creatnre without other merit or relation 
to. me than that of a few letters. Yet this is an ab'> 
surdity we sec frequently practised. — Now I have 
mentioned the Armenians, perhaps it will be agree- 
able to tell you something of that nation, with which 
I am sure yon are utterly unacquainted. I will not 
trouble yon with the geographical account of the 
situation of their country, which yon may see in 
the maps ; or a relation of their ancient greatness, 
which you may read in the Roman history. They are 
now subjects to the Turks, and, being very indus- 
trious in trade, and eucreasing and multiplying, are 
dispersed in great numbers through all the Turkiah 
dominions. They were, as they say,' converted to the 
Christiau religion by St. Gregory, and are perhaps 
the devoutest Christians in the whole world. The 
chief precepts of their priests enjoin the strict keep- 
ing of their lents, which are, at least, seven months 
in every year, and are not to 'he dispensed with 
on the most emergent necessity; no occasion what- 
ever can excuse them if they touch any thing more 
than mere herbs or roots (without oil), and plain 
dry bread. That is their constant diet. — Mr. W — y 
has one of his interpreters of this nation, and the 
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poor iifiiUQW:. was brought so low.by the; severity of 
ilia fasts^'tUat his life was despaired of. Yet,viieither 
bir master’s. Ooiomanda, nor the doctor’s entreaties 
( who declared nothing else conld save his life), were 
powerful enough to prevail with him to take two 
,or> three spoonfuls of hroth. Excepting this, which ' 
,inay rather, he called a ciistom than an article of 
faith, I see .very, little in their religion different from 
ours. ’Tis true, they seem to incline .very much to 
iMr. Whiston’s doctrine; neither* do I think jthe 
.Greek church very distant from it, since ’tis certain 
,the holy spirit’s proceeding only from the father, 
is making a plain suhordination in. the son — Eat 
,the Armenians have no notion of transubstantiation, 
whatever account Sir Paul Rycaut gives of them 
(which account I am apt to believe was^designed 
to compliment our court in 1(579), and they have 
a great hoffOr for those amongst them that change 
to the Roman religion. What is most extraordinaiy 
in their ensfoms, is their matrimony,' a ceremony, 

I believe, unparalleled all over the world. They are 
always jiromised very young, but the espoused never 
see one another, till three days after their marriage. 
The bride is carried to church with a cap on her 
head, in the fashion of a large trencher, and over 
it a red silken veil, which covers her all over to 
her feet. The priest asks the bridegroom whether 
hue is contented to marry that woman, be she deaf, 

be she blind ? These are the literal words: to which 

• ^ 

having answered Yes, she is led home to his house. 
Accompanied with all the friends and relations on 
both sides, singing and dancing, and is placed on a 
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cashloa in thfe ^rnct of a sofa ; bnt 'her’vbir is'Wsf 
Ufted ap, not even by her hn.sband. There is 'somt^- 
thing so odd and monstrohs in* these ways,' tfaart 
1 could! not believe them till I had encjnired of se- 
veral Armenians myself, who all assured me of thfe 
'truth of' them, particularly one young' fellow’ *v\ ho 
wept when he spoke* of it, hein'^fpToiUisbd by his 
mother to a girl that he moist marry ini' this* niad- 
ner, thongh'he protested' to mb he had raiher’difc 
than submit to *lhis slavery, having already 'figdlW 
rhii bride to himself, with all the' deft>rmitie8'* in 
nature. — I fancy I see you bless yourself at thih 
terrible relation^ I cannot conclude my letter ^^ith 
, a more sarpriiting story, yet ’tis as seriously' tru'e, 
■as that I am, dear sister^ ’• ' 

i ’ , . • Yours, etc: etc. 

1 ; • * *“ r , * tr. , } • j Ji4 : UM * 

Tj" ■ II I 1 in. ■ I 1 ,^,,^ 

• ‘ ^ J . ; ' ’ * * * 

XLIII. lo THE Abbot op . 

. - 1 • • • I'. . 

Constantinople, May 1 9 , 0. S.'iyi 8,' 

'' ■>*' '' ' 

X JlM extremely pleased with hearing. from-you, and 
my vanity ( the darling, frailty of human •kin<l ) not 
a little flattered by the uncommon questions you ask 
me, though I am utterly incapable of answering them. 
And indeed, were I as good a mathematician as Eu- 
clid h.mself, it requires an age’s stay to make just 
observations on the air and vapours. I have not yet 
been a full year here, and am on the point of re- 
moving: such' is my rambling destiny. This will 
surprize you, and cw surprize nobody so much ns 
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myself. Perhaps you -will accuse me of laziness or 
dulness, or both together, that cau leave this place 
-without giving you some account of the Turkish 
court. I can only tell you, that if you jdease to read 
sir Paul Ricaut, you will there find a full and true 
account of the viziers, the beglerbys, the civil and 
spiritual government, the officers of the seraglio, etc. 
things that ’tis Very easy to procure lists of, and 
therefore may be depended on ; though other stories, 
God knows — I say no more — every body is at li- 
berty to write thel^ own remarks; the manners of 
people may change, or some of them escape the ob- 
servation of travellers; bnt ’tis not the same of the 
government, and for that reason, since I can teU you 
nothing new, I will tell you nothing of it. In the same ‘ 
silence shall be passed over the arsenal and s'evep 
towers ; and for 'moscj^nes," I have ah'-eady described 
one of the nohlasi to"^ you very pa^-ticuiarly. Rut t 
cannot forbear taking i^otice to you of a mistake o7 
Gemelli ( though I honour him in a higher degree 
than any other voyage-w ritpi’). He says that there are 
no fema ins of Cbaiccdon : llus is certainly a mistake ; 

I was there yesterday, and went cross the canal in 
my galley, the sea being very narrow between tliat city 
and Constantinople, ’Tis still a, large town, and has 
several nu)sqnes" in it. The Christians still .call it 
Chalcedonia, arid the Turks ^ve it a name which I 
forgot, but wbich is only a corriiptiou of the same 
word. I suppose ^tb is is an orror of his guide, whicli 
hfs short stay hindered from rectifying ; for I 

have,' in other matters,, a very just esteem for his 
veracity . Nothing can be pleasanter than tin: canal, and 
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the Tntks are so well acqnaiated with its beauties, 
that all their pleasure-seats are built upon its banks, 
where they have, at the same time, the most beau- 
tiful prospects in Europe and Asia; there *re near 
one another some hundreds of magnificent palaces. 
Human grandeur being here yet more unstable than 
any where else, ’tis common for the heirs of a great 
three-tailed pacha, not to be rich enough to keep hi 
repair the house he built; thus in' a few years they 
all fall to ruin. I was yesterday to see that of the late 
grand vizier, who was killed at Peterwaradin. It was 
built to receive his royal bride, daughter of the pre- 
sent sultan, but be did not live to see her there. I 
haven great mind to describe it to you; but 1 check 
that iudiDatroh, hnowing very well tbatl cauuot give 
yon, with my best description, such an idea of it as 
I ought. It is situated on one of the most delightful 
parts of the canal, with a fine w'Ood,on the side of 
a hill behind it. The extent of it is prodigious ; the 
guardian assured me there are eight hundred rooms 
in it: 1 will not, however, answrer for that number, 
since 1 did not count them ; hut 'tis certain the num- 
ber is very large, and the whole adorned with api^- 
fnsiou of marble, gilding, and the most exquisite 
painting of fruit and flowers. The windowrs are 'all 
sashed with the finest crystalline glass brought 
from England ; and here is all the expensive inagnifi- 
cenee that you evt suppose in a palace founded by a 
vain luxurious young man, with the wealth of a vast 
empire at his command. Bat no part of it pleased me. 
better than the apartments destined for the bagni.os, 
are two built in tlie 'saire inauu^ 
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answering to one nnotlier ; the baths, fountains, and 
pavements all of white marble, the roofs gilt, and the 
walls covered with Japan china. Adjoining to them' 
are two rooms, the uppermost of which is divided 
into a sofa^ and in the four corners are falls of water 
from the very roof, from shell to shell of white 
marble, to the lower end of the room, where it falls 
into a large bason surrounded with pipes that throw 
up the water as high as the room. The walls are in 
the nature of lattices, and on the outside of them, 
there are vines and woodbines planted, tibat form a 
kind of green tapestry, and give an agreeable obscu- 
rity to those delightful chambers. I should go on, 
and let you into s'ome of the other apartments ( all 
worthy your curiosity ), but ’tis yet harder to des.-^ 
cribe a Turkish palace than any other, being built, 
entirely irregular. There is nothing that can be pro- 
perly called front or wings ; and though such con-' 
fusion is, 1 think', pleasing to the sight, yet it would 
be very unintelligible' in a letter. 1 shall only ad4 
that the chamber' destined for the sultan, when he 
visits his daughter, is wainscdtted with mother of 
pearl, fastened with emeralds like nails. There are 
others of mother of pearl and olive-wood inlaid, and 
several of Japan china! The galleries, which are nu- 
merous and very 'lai^e", are adorned with jars' of 
flowers and porcelain dishes of fmit of all sorts,' so' 
well done in plaster, and coloured in so lively a man- 
ner, that it has an enchanting effect. The garden is 
suitable to the house, where arbours, fonntains, and 
walks are thrown together hi an agreeable confusion, 
There is no ornament wanting except that of statues. 
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Thus yon see. Sir, theie people are not so nnpolislied 
as we represent them. ’Tis true, their magniiicence 
is of a different taste from ours, and perhaps of a 
better. 1 am almost of opinion they have a right no- 
tion of life : they consume it in mnsick, gardens, 
i^ne, and delicate eating ; while we are tormenting 
our brains with some scheme of politicks, or studying 
some science to which we can never attain, or, if we 
do, cannot persuade other people to set that value 
upon it we do ourselves. ’Tis certain, what we feel 
and see is properly ( if any thing is properly ) our 
own j out the good of fame, the folly of praise, are 
hardly purchased, and when obtained, poor recom- 
pense for loss of time and health. We die or crow 
old before we can reap the fruit of our labours.^ 
Considering what short-lived weak animals men are, - 
is there any study so beneficial as the study of our 
present pleasure ? I dare not pursue this theme ; per- 
haps I have already ^aid too m^ch: but I depend 
upon the time knowledge yon have of my heart. I 
iton’t expect from yon ,the insipid, tfiilleries I should 
suffer from another in answer to tl^is jietter. Yon know, 
how to divide the idea of, pleasure from that of vice, 
and they are only mingled in the heads of fools* — rBut 
I allow .you to langh at.m^ for , the ^ensual declara- 
tion, in saying ,that had rather be a rich effendi 
with all his ignorance, than §ir Isaac l^ewton with all 

his knpwledge. , ; ^ - 

*• J etc. 
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I -fif . ; . 

.. .. ... M 1718. , 

I t EFT Constantinople tbe sixtli of the last month'^' 
and thra is the'first post from whence- 1 could send'a. 
letteT, though I have ofteh^-wished for the opportu- 
nity, 'that I might itopart some ot the pleasure I found 
hi' ‘this 'voyage, through the most 'agreeable pjTrt of 
the world, Wh'ere^ every, scene presents me some 
poetical idea. 

Is . .. 

^■ 7 « , Warm’d with poetick transport, I survey . . / ' ' , 
.« Th’ immortal isltmd^) and the well known sea. • 
tj.<(.For here so oft tlie muse her ha’rp has strung, . 

, a That not a mountain rears its head unsung ». 

•^T beg your pardon for this sally, and will, if I can, 
continue the rest of my account in plain prose. The 
Mcond day after we set sail, we passed Gallipolis, a ' 
ftdr city situated in the bay of Cbersonesns, and mncH 
respected by the Turks, being the first town they 
took in Europe. At five the next morning, we an- 
chored in the Hellespont, between the castles of 
Sestos and' Abydos, now called the Dardanelli. These 
are now two little ancient castles, bnt •£ no strength, 
being commanded by a rising ground behind them, 
i^hich 1 confess I should never have taken notice 
of, if I had not beard it observed by our captain 
•ad officers, my imagination being wholly employed' 
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by the tragick atory that yoU'are well acquainted 

with: .. . _ - - -r.— -.r 

a.The swimming Idyer and tbe nigUtly Bride, , 

« How Hero lov’d, andliow Leandeb. died ». 

Verae again 1 1 am 'certainly infected by the poetical 
air I have passed throogj^. That ^f Ajbydps is tti* 
don^tedly very amprous, slncq ,t^^ p{|fS|i 9 i|i 

betrayed the castle into tke ha i ds of the Tqrks, who 
besieged it in the tei|^ of Orchanos. The goyernp^'’*^, 
daughter imagining have seca her future husl^nd 
in a dream ( though I don’t fmd she had either ,?l?pt 
npon bridecake, dr kept St. Agries’s fast), fancied 
sbe saw the dear figure in the form of one of her 
besiegers, and bding witling to 'ob^y her 'destiny, 
tossed a note to him over the wall, with the bffer of 
her person and the ‘delivery of the castle. He shewed 
it to his general, who consented to try the silncerity 
of her intentioas, and withdrew his army, ordering 
the young man to retnrn with a select body of qiPW 
at midi^ht. She admitted him at the appointed nonr^ 
he destroyed the garrison , took the father prisoner., 
and made her his wife. This town is in Asi6, first. 

j * 

founded by the Milesians. Sestos is in Europe, and 
was once the principal city of Chersonesus. ^ncc 1 
have seen this streight, 1 find nothing improbable 
in the adventnre of Leander, or very wonderful 
the bridge of boats of Xerxes. ’.Tis so narrow, ’tis 
hot su^riwng a young lover should a tteippt tp svyina, 
or an ambitious king try to pass his army, over it, 
^ui then, ’tis so subject tp storms, ’tis no wppder. 
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tbe.lover .perisbed, and tbe bridge .was broken. From 
bence wc bad a fuH Vie\v of mount.Ifiii, , , . 

• *1' *f ' i 


• % 

H ‘Where Jiino ’once caressed her amorons Jove, ’ 

? ^ « And the world s master lay subdued by love ». 

. .r. Hj » ‘ ■ • ' 'J • ‘ ^ " 

Nqt many, leagues from bence, I saw the point of 
land where popi^ old Hecuba .was .buried,, and aboiit 
a league from that place is cape Janipi^^^ 
promontory , of ^igaeura, where, wp anchored. My cu- 
riosity supplied me with strength to climb to tbe top 
of it, to. see tbe place where Achilles was buried, and 
where. Alexander ran naked round, hi/^ ?U. hor 

uour .of him ; -which, no dpub^ wa^ a greaf. cpmfptt 
to his ghost. I saw there tl^q., ruins. .of very large 
city, and found s stone pn.whiehMr. W 
distiucuished the words of Si seen polin*^^ orde^ 
red'this on bpard the ship, hut were. ^he>ved others 


much more curi^ous by a Greek priest, tbo^pgb a very 
ignorant ;fell(^, t^fitcquld^ no tolerable account 
of any thing.^ On each, side the door, of .this little 
, church .lie. two large stones,, about tep feet; long 
each, five in breadth, and three in thickness.— Tb«^ 
on the right is. a yej^ jBpe , white, marble, the side of 
it beautifully jcarved in bas-relief: it represents, e 
woman ^ who seems to ,h?. designed- for some deityjj 
sitting on a chair yvitb a foot-stool, qnd before her 
imother woman weeping and presenting to her a 
young chUd that she has in her arras,. followed by a 
' procession of women wi^h children in the same man- 
ner. This is certaiidy part of a very ancient tomb; 
but I dare not pretend to give the true, explanation 
of it. .On the ; stone, pa thp left. side, is a veiy. fair 
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Inscripti'oir, but tbe (?reek is too ancient for Mr. 
W — y’s interpretation. I am very sorry not to bave 
tbe original in my possession, which might have been 
purchased of the poor inhabitants fot a small sum of 
money. Rut our captain assured us that, without 
having machines made On ’purpose, ’tWas irripdssibie. 
to bear it to the sea-side;' and when it was there,* his 
Ibng'boat' wOuld' nOt he large enough 'tO 'hold if. 

■ ' The raids of this great 'city are now inhabited b'y 
poor ' Grbek 'peasants, who wear the Sciote habit, thO 
women being- in short- petticoats fastened by straps’ 
round thmr -’shoulders, and large smock-si e'eves of 
tvhltO'lintitb'y'with- neat' shoes and stockings, .liid' oh 
their heads-a large piece ‘of muslin, which' falls in 
large folds upon their shoulders. — One ofrayconn- 
trymen,' Mr. -Sands, ( whose book I donht not you 
have read as one of the best of its kind ) speaking of 
these rnin^, supposes them to have been the founda-- 
tion of a city begun by Constantine, before his build- 
iug Byzantium; but I see no good 'reason for thAt 
imagination,' and am apt to believe them much more 

, , . ,l I - I , -•/( r. ,i ‘. i* -, 

ancient. ' 

'We saw very plainly from thispromOntoty Ae ri-ver 
Simois rolling from mount Ida, and running through 
a very spacious valley. It is now a considerable ri-ver,' 
and is called ‘Simores: it is joined in the vale by tho 
Scamander, which appeared a small .Stream half 
choaked with mud, bat is perhaps large in the -winter. 
This was Xanthns amongst the gods^ as Homer tells 
us, and ’tis by that heavenly name the nymph Oenone 
invokes it in her epistle to Paris. The Trojan virgins 
used to offer their first favours to it by the name of 
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Scamander, ’till the adventure, which Monsieur de 
la Fontaine^ has told so agreeably, abolished that 
heathenish ceremony. When the stream is. mingled 
'Vjrlth the Siraois, they run together, to the sea. 

All that is now left of Troy is the ground on which 
it stood ; for I am firmly persuaded whatever pieces 
of antiquity may be found round it, are much more 
modern, and 1 think Strabo says the same thing. 
However, there is some pleasure in seeing the valley 
where I imagined the famous duel of Menelaus and 
Paris had been fought, and where the greatest city in 
the world was situated. ’Tis certainly the noblest 
situation that can be found for the head of a great 
empire, much- to be preferred to that of Constanti- 
nople, the harbour here being'always convenient for 
ships from all patts of the world, and "that of Cons- 
tantinople inaccessible almost ^ix months in theyear, 
while the north wind reigns. 

North of the promontory of Sigaeum we saw that of 
Rhajtenm, famed for the sepulchre of Ajax. While I 
viewed these celebrated fields and rivers, I admired . 
the exact geography of Homer* whom I had in my 
hand. Almost every epithet he gives to a luonntaiu 
or plain is still just for it; and I spent several hours 
in as agreeable cogitations as ever Don Quixote had 
on mount Mqntesinos. W® sailed next night to the 
shore where ’tis vulgarly reported Troy stood, and 
I took the pains of rising at two in the morning, 
to view coolly those ruins which are commonly 
shewed to strangers, and which the Turks call Esky 
Stamboul{\. e, old Constantinople ). For that reason, 
tts^well as soiqe others, I conjecture them to be the 
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remains of tliat city be^ini by Constantine. I hired 
an ass ( the only, voiture to be 'had there ), that 1 
might go some miles into the country, and tahe a 
tour round the • ancient walls which are of a vast 
extent. We found the remains of a castle on a hill, 
and of another in a valley, several broken pillars’, 
and two pedestals, from which 1 took these Latin in- 
scriptions , 


UlYl. AUG. COL. 

ET. COL. lUL. raiLIFFENSIS. 
KORUIfDEH. £T. PRINCIP. AM. 
COL. lUL. PARIAITAE. TRIBUW. 
MILIT. COB. XXXIl., VOLUNTAR. 
TRU. MILIT. LEG. Xm. GEM^ 
FRABVECTO. XQUIT. ALAE. I. 
8CUBTJLORCM. 

VIC., VIII. . . 


DIVI. lULI. PLAMINI. 

C. ANTONIO. M. F. 

VOLT. RUFO. FLAMIN. 

XUV. AUG. COL. CL. APRENS. , 

ET. COL. lUL. PHILIPPENSIS. 

EORUNDEM. ET. PRINCIP. ITEM. 

COL, lUL. PARIANAE. TBIB. 

. . t \ 

MILIT. ,COH. XXXII. VOI.UNTARIOR. . 

TRIBI MILIT. XIII. ... 

.1 , , ■ • J . • ' 

GEM. PRAEF. EQUIT. ALAE.,1. 

scubulorum. 

. I , , ii • , / •.* ^ I I * * 

VIC. VII. . * 


I do not doubt but the remains of a tempJenesir this 
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place are Uie raip;s of one dedicated to Angastus, and 
1 know not why Mr. Sands calls it a Christian temple, 
since the Romans cer laiuly built hereabouts. Here ai;« 
many tombs of fine marble, and vast pieces of granite, 
which are dally lessened by the prodigious balls that 
the Turks make from them for their cannon. We 
passed that evening the isle of Tenedos, once under 
the patronage of Apollo, as he gave it in, himself, in 
the particulars of his estate, when he courted Daphne. 
It Is but ten, miles in circuit, but in those days veiy 
rich and well peopled, still famous for its excellent 
wine. I say nothing of Tenes,from whom it was called, 
but named Mltylene, where we passed next. 1 cannot 
forbear mentioning Lesbos, where Sappho sung and 
Pittacus reigned, famous for the birth of Alcaeus, Theo< 
phrastus, and Arion, those masters in poetry, philo- 
sophy, and musick. This was one of the last islands 
thatremtained in the Christimi dominion after the con- 
quest of Constantinople by the Turks. Rut need 1 talk 
to you of Catuouseno, etc., — princes that you are as 
well acquainted with as 1 am ? ’Twas with regret 1 saw 
us sail from this island into the Eugean -sea , now the 
Archipelago, leaving Scio ( the andeut Chios ) on the 
left, which is the richest and most populons of these 
' islands, fruitful in cotton, corn, and silk, planted with 
groves of orange and lemon trees, and the Arvisian 
mqnnuin still celebrated fee the nectar that 'Virgil 
mentions.— ^Here is the best manufacture. of silks in 
all Torkey . The town is well built, the women famous 
\ (of their. beauty, and shew their faces, as in Christen- 

dom. There areTpapyiricli families, though they con- 
fine their ma^uificcuce to the inside of their houses. 
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to avoid the jealousy of the Turks, vyho have a pacha 
here: however they enjoy a reasonable liberty, and 
indulge-the genius of their country ; 

And eat, and sing, and dance away their time, ^ 

Fresh as their groves, and happy as their cbme. 

Their chains hang lightly on them, though ’tis not 
long since they were imposed, not being under the 
Turk, 'till 1 566. But perhaps it is as easy.to obey the 
grand signior as the state of Genoa, to whom they 
were sold by the Greek emperor. But I forget myself 
in thesehistorical touches, which are very impertinent 
when I write to you. Passing the streight between the 
islands of Andros and Achaia, now Libadia, we saw 
the promontory of Luniurn, now called cape Colona, 
where are yet standing the vast pillars of a temple of 
Minerva. — This venerable sight made me think with 
double regret onabeautiful temple of Theseus, \vhich 
I am assured was almost entire at Athens till the last 
campaign in the Morea, that the Turks filled it with *• 
powder, and it was accidentally blown up. You may - 
believe 1 had a great mind to land oil' the famed Pe> 
loponnesns, though it were only to look on the rivers 
of Asopus, Peneus, Inachns, and EnrOtas, the fields 
of Arcadia, and other scenes of ancientmithqlogy :but 
instead'of demi-'gods and heroes',' I was credibly'in- 
formed -tis now overirunby robbers; and that ! should 
run a great risk of falling into their' hands by un- 
dertaking such a journey through' a dfesart country, 
for which, however, I have s6 mbcli' respect, that I 
have ranch ado'to hinder myself from troubling' you 
with its whole history, from the fonUdatioh of Wycaua 
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and CoTinth to the last campaign there : hnt I check 
the inclination, as I did that of landing. We sailed 
quietly by cape Angelo, once Malea, where I saw no 
remains of the famous temple of Apollo. We came that 
evening in sight of Candia : it is very monntiiinous ; 
we easily distinguished that of Ida. — We have Vir- 
gil’s authority that there w’ere a hundred cities. — 

Centum urbes habitant magnas. 

The chief of them — the scene of monstrons passions. 
~Metellus first conquered this hirth-place of Jupiter; 
it fell afterwards into the hands of — I am running on 
to the very siege of Candia, and I ant so sorry with 
myself, that I will pass by all the other islands with 
this general reflection, that ’tis impossible to imagine 
any thing more agreeable than -this journey would 
have been two or three thonsand years since, when, 
after dr.nking a dish of tea with Sappho, I' might 
have gone the same evening to visit. the temple of 
Homer in Chios, and passed- thi? voyage in taking 
plans of magnificent temples, delineating the mira* 
cles of statnaries,and conversing with thb most polite 
and most gay of mankind. Alas ) art is -extinct here; 
the wonders of nature alone remain; and it was with 
vast pleasure I observed those ofmounl Etna, whose 
flame appears very bright in the night many leaguesr 
off at sea, and fills the head with^ thonsand conjec~ 
tures. However, I honour philosophy tori much' to 
imagine it could turn that of Empedocles ; and Lucian 
shall never make me believe sneh a scandal of a man 
of whom Lucretius says: , - ' 

’ via huinani videtrir stirpe crcatus. 
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We passed Trluacrlavwithoat hearing aay ofthc'Si-* 
xens that llooier describes,, and^ being. thrown on 
neither Scylla nor Charibdis, came safe to Malta, first 
called Melita, Aom.the abundance of honey.lt is a 
whole rock covered with very little earth. The grand 
' master lives here in the state of a sovereign prince, 
but his strength at sea now is very small. The fordil- 
eations are reckoned the best in the w'orld, all cut in 
the solid rock with infinite expence and labour, — Off 
this island we were tossed by a severe storm , and were 
Tery glad,' after dght days, to be able to put into 
Porta Farine^on the African shore, where our ship 
now rides. At Tunis we were met by the English cbn- 
aul whO' resides here, I readily accepted of the offer 
of his house there for some days, being very curious 
to see this part of the world, and particularly the ' 
xnins of Carthage. I set out in his chaise at nine at 
night, the moon being at full. 1 saw the prospect of 
the country almost as well as I could have done by 
day-light, and the iieat of the sun is now so rntole- 
table, ’tis' impossible to travel at any other time. The 
soil is, for the most part, sandy, but every where 
fruitful of date,"olive; and fig-trees, wWch grow 
without alt, yet afford the most delicious fruit in the 
world. Their vine-yards and melon fleld.s'are inclosed 
by hedges of that plant we call Indian fig, which is 
an admirable. fence, no wild beast being able to* pass 
it. It grow a great hei^t, very thick, and the spikes 
or thorns are as long and as sharp as bodkins ; it bears 
a froit'much eaten by die -peasants, -and which has 

no ill taste. , ' ' 

It being nOw the season of the Turkish ramadan, 
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or lent, and. all here professing, at least, the Maho- 
niet^m religion, they fast till the going down of the 
sun, and spend the night in feasting. We saw, under 
the trees, companies of thf country people, eating, 
singing, and dancing to thdr wild mnsick. They are 
not quite black, butallmulattoes,andthe mostfright- 
ful creatures that can appear in an human figure. They 
are almost naked,only wearing a piece of coarse serge 
wrapped about them. — Rut the women have their 
"arms to their very shoulders, and their necks and 
.faces, adorned with flowers, stars, and various sorts 
of figures impressed by gun-powder, a considerable 
addition to their native deformity, which is, however, 
esteemed very ornamental amongst them ; and I be- 
lieve they suffer a good deal of pain by it. 

About six miles from Tunis we saw the remains of 
that noble aqueduct,' which carried the w'ater to Car- 
thage, over several high mountains, the length of forty 
miles. There are still many arches entire; We spent 
two hours viewing it with great attention, and Mr. 
W — y assured me, that of Borne is very much infe- 
rior to it. The stones are of a prodigious size, and yet 
all polished and so exactly fitted to each other, very 
little cement has been made use of to join them : yet 
they may probably stand a thousand years longer, if 
art is not made use of to pull them down. Soon after 
day-break I arrived at Tunis, a town fairly built of 
very white stone, but quite without gardens, which, 
they say, were all destroyed when the Turks first took 
it, none havingbeen planted since. The dry sand gives 
a very disagreeable prospect to the eye, and the want 
of shade contributing to the natural heat of the cli- 
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mate, renders it so excessive tliat I have mtich a'do to 
support it. ’Tis true, here is every noon the refresh* 
meat of the sea>breeze, without which it would be im- * 
possible to live ; bat no fresh water, but w'hat is pre- 
served in the cisterns of the rains that fall in the month 
of September. The women of the town go veiled from 
head to foot under a black crape , and being mixed 
with a breed of renegadoes are said to be many of 
them fair and handsome. This city was besieged in 
1270 by Lewis, king of Trance, who died under the 
walls of it, of a pestilential fever. After his death, 
Philip, his son, and onr prince Edward, son of Henry 
the third, raised the siege on honoorable.terms. It re- 
mained under its natural African kings, till betrayed 
into the hands of Barbarossa, admiral of Solyman the 
magnificent. The emperor Charles V expelled Barba- 
rossa, but it was recovered by the Turks, under the 
conduct of Sinan pacha, in the reign of Selim II. From 
that time till now, it has remained tributary to the 
grand signior, governed by a bey, who suffers, the 
name of subject to the Turk, but his renounced the 
subjection, being absolute, and very seldom paying 
any tribute. The great city of Bagdat is, at this time, 
in the same cmcumstances; and the grand signior 
connives at the loss of these dominions for fear of 
losing even the titles of them. 

I went very early yesterday morning ( after one 
night’s repose ) to see the ruins of Carthag/e. — I was 
hovyever half broiled in the snn, and overjoyed to be 
led into one of the subterranean apartments, which 
they called the stables of the elephants, but [ which I 
cannot believe were ever designed fprthatuse. I found 
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in many of them broken pieces of columns of line 
marble^ and some of porphyry. 1 cannot think any 
body would take the insigniiieant pains of carrying 
them hither^ and 1 cannot imagine such fine pillars 
were designed for the use of stables. I am apt to be- 
lieve they were summer apartments under their pa- 
laces, which the heat of the climate rendered neces- 
sary. They are now used as granaries by the country 
people. While I sat here, from the town of Tents, not 
far off, many of the women fiocked in to see me, and 
we were equally entertained with viewing one another. 
Theirposlure in sitting, the colour of their skin, their 


lank black hair falling' on each feide of * their faces, 
their features and the shape of their limbs, differ so 
little fi’oni their country people thebaboons, *tis hard 

I • / 

to fancy them a distant race ; I could not help think- 
ing there ‘had been' 'some ancient- alliances' between 

• • r . * 

them.' ‘ 




• 'When^I was- a little refreshed by rest,' and -some 
milk and exquisite fruit they brought me, I went up 
the little hill where once stood the' castle of Ryrsa, 
and from thence I had a distinct view of the situation 
of the famous city of Carthage, which stood on an 
isthmus, the sea coming on each side of it. Tis now 
a marshy ground on one sida, where there are salt- 
ponds. Strabo calls Carthage forty miles in circum- 
ference. There are now no remains of it, but What I 
have described ; and the history of it is too w'ell known 

to want any abridgment of it. You see. Sir, that I 

' > 

think you esteem obedience better than compliments. 
I have answered your letter by gi^ng you the accounts 
you desired, and hare reserved my thanks to the con- 
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clasion. 1, intend to leave tkis place' to-morrow, and 
continue my^jouraey tb^ough Italy s^d France. lu 
one of, those places, I hope to tell you by word of 
month that 1 am • ' ; . < ■- 

Tour hamb.Ie servant, etc. 


’ XLV. To^Vni Countess o» ■ — ' . ~ 

<.ii: •' .-o'-, v-e-'n 

=• 'Cehoa, O. S. -iyi^. 

<■■ -• ;• I '■ . i!,,’-. '* 

XsHo yoar pardon, my, deat^ sister, ,th^t I did not 
write to yQu froip Tqpi?, theonly pppormnity I have 
had since TIeflt, Constantinople. Bpt the heat there 
was. so excessive,,,and the light so bad for j^Ue sight, 

I was half blind by writing one letter to the. abbot 
... . . and durst not go to. write many others I had 
designed; nor indeed could I have entertained you 
very -well out of that barbarous country. I. am npw 
aarrounded with subjects of pleasure, and so mut^ 
charmed with the beauties of Italy, that I should riiink :» 
it a kind of ingratitude not to offer a Utile praise in 
'' return, for the diversion I have had horc-rtr.I ^uu in 
the house of Mrs . D’ Avenant, at S t. Pierre d'Arena^ 
and should he very nnjustrot to allow her a share of 
that praise I speak of, sin^ her good humour and 
good company have very much contributed to render 
this place agreeable to me,. ;■ 
j Genoa is situated in a very fine bay, and being built 
on a ri.sing hill intermixed with gardens, and beauti- 
fied with the most excellent architecture, gives a very 
fine prospect off at sea^ though it lost much of its 
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beauty in my eyes, having being accustomed to that 
of Constantinople. The Genoese v^ere once masters 
of several islands in the Archipelago, and all that part 
of Constantinople which is now called Gabtta. Their 
betraying the Christian cause, by facUitatin > the ta- 
king of ConstantinopLe by the Turk, deserved wfhat has 
since happened to them, even the loss of all their con- 
quests on that side to those infideks. They are at pre- 
sent far from rich, and are despised by the French, 
since their doge was forced by the late king to go in 
person to Paris, to ask pardon for such a trifle as the 
arms of France over the house of the envoy being 
spattered with dung in the night. Thisl suppose was 
done by some of the Spanish faction, which still 
makes up. the majority here, though they dare not 
openly declare it. The ladies affect the French habit, 
and are more genteel than those they imitate. I do not 
donbt bat the custom, of cizisbeis has very much 
improved their airs. I know not whether you ever 
•heard of those animals. Upon my word, nothing but 
my own eyes could have convinced me there were 
any snch upon earth. The fashion begun here, and is 
now received all over Italy, where the husbands are 
not snch terrible creatures as we represent them. 
There are none among them such brutes as to preteud 
to find fault with a custom so well established, aud 
so politically founded, since 1 am assured that it was^ 
an expedient first found out by the senate to put an 
end to those family hatreds, which tore their state 
to pieces, and to find employment for those young 
men who were forced to cut one another’s throat.s, 
pour passer le temps; and it has succeeded so well^ 
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tliat' cince the iniititntion of cizifbetsy there ha* 
been nothing hat peace and good hnnaonr amongst 
them. These are gentlemen who devote themselves 
to the service of a particular lady ( I mean a married 
one, for the virgins are all invisible, and confined 
to convents ). They are obliged to wait on her to 
all publick places, sach as the plays, operas,' and 
'assemblies (which are called here conversations), 
^hete they wait behind her chair, take cave of her 
" fan and gloves if she plays, have the privilege of 
vvhispei's,‘etc. * — When she goes out, they serve her 
instead of lacqnies, gravely trotting by her chair. 
*Tis their business to prepare for her a preWrit 
against any day of publick appearance^ not forget- 
ting that of her own name (i): in shorty they are 
' to spend all their time and money in her service, ^ 
who rewards them accordingly (for opportunity 
they want none); but the husband is not to have 
the impudence to suppose this any olheV than pure 
'Plalonlck friendship. ’Tis true they endeavour to 
'give her a citishei of their own ohusing; but when , 
the lady /happens not to be of the same taste, as that 
often happens, she never fails lo bring' it about to 
have one of her own fancy. In former times, one 
beauty used to have eight or ten of these' humble 
admirers ; but those days of plenty and humility 
are no more. Men grow more scarce and saucy, and 
every lady is forced to content herself with one at 
a time. 

(i) That is the da^ of the salat after whom she is 
•ailed. 
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Ton may see in this place the glorlons liberty of 
a repnblick, or, more properly, an aristocracy, the 
common people being here as arrant slaves as the 
French ; bnt the old nobles pay little respect to the 
doge, who is hnt two years in his office, and whose 
wife, at that very time, assumes no rank above an- 
other noble lady. ’Tis tme, the family of Andrea 
Doria (that great man who restored them that li- 
berty they enjoy) have some particular privileges. 
When the senate found it necessaiy to pnt a stop 
to the luxury' of dress, forbidding the wearing of 
jewels and brocades, they left them at liberty to 
make what expence they pleased. I look with great 
pleasure on the statne of that hero, which is in the 
court belonging to the house of duke Doria. This 
puts me in mind of their palaces, which I can never 
(jescribe as I ought. Is it iu)t enough that I say they 
are most of them the design of Palladio. The street 
called Strada Nitova is perhaps the most beautiful 
line of building in the world. I must particularly 
mention the vast palaces of Durazzo, those of the 
two Balbi, joined together by a magnificeut colon- 
nade, that -of the Iraperialc, at this village of St. 
Pierre d' Areruiy and another of the Doria. The 
•perfection of architecture, and the utmost profusion 
of rich furniture’ are to be seen here, disposed with 
the most elegant taste, and lavish magnificence. Bnt 
I am charmed with nothing so much as the collec- 
tion of pictures by the pencils of Raphael, Paulo 
Veronese, Titian, Caracci, Michael Angelo, Gnido, 
and Correggio, which two I mention last as my par- 
ticular favourites. I own I can find no pleasure in 
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objects of horror ; and, in my oplnluii, the more na- 
turally a crucIGx is represented,- the more disagree- 
able it is. These my beloved painters shew nature, 
and shew it in the most charming light. I was parti- 
cularly pleased with a Lucretia in the house of Balbi; 
-the expressive beanty of that face and bosom gives 
all the passion of pity and admiration, that could 
b* raised in the sonl by the finest poem on that sub- 
ject. A Cleopatra, of the same hand, deserves to be 
mentioned; and I should say more of her, if Lu- 
cretia had not first engaged my eyes. — Here are 
also some inestimable ancient bustos. — The chnrch 
of St. Lawrence is built of black and white marble, 
where is kept that famous plate of a single ^erald, 
which is not now permitted to be handled, since 
a plot, which, they say, was discovered to throw it 
on the pavement, and break it ; a childish piece of 
malice, which they ascribe to the king of Sicily, to 
be revenged for their refusing to sell it to him. The 
chnrch of the Annunciation is finely lined with 
marble; the pillars are of red and white marble. 
That of St. Ambrose has been very much adorned 
by the jesnits ; but I confess all the churches ap- 
peared so mean to me, after that of Sancta Sophia, 

. I can hardly do them the honour of writing down 
their names. Rut 1 hope you will own 1 have made 
a good use of ray time, in seeing so much) since 
*tis not many days that we have been out of the 
qnarrantine, from which nobody is exempted coming 
from the Levant. Ours, indeed, was -very ranch shor- 
tened, and very agreeably, passed in Mrs. d’Avenant’s 
company, in the village of St. Pitrr* £Ai:ena, 
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about a mile from Genoa, in a house built by Pal- 
ladio, so well designed, and so nobly proportioned,* 
*twas a pleasure to walk in it. We were visited here 
only by a few English, in the company of a noble 
Genoese, commissioned to see we did not tonch one 
another. — I shall stay here some days longer, and 
could almost wish it were for all my life ; but mine, 
I fear, is not destined to so mnch tranqhillity. 

I am, etc. etc. 



XLVI. To THE CouirxEss of . 


Turin, September la, 0 . S. 1718. 

I ci.itE, in two days, from Genoa, through fine 
roads, to this place. I have already seen what is • 
shewed to strangers in the town, which indeed is not - 
worth a very particular description ; and I have not 
respect enough for the holy handkerchief, to speak . 
long of it. The churches are handsome, and so is the'* 
king’s palace ; but I have lately seen such perfectioa 
of architecture, I did not give much of my attention '• 
to these pieces. The town itself is fairly built, situated 
in. a fine plain on the banks of the Po. At a httle ^ 
distance from.it, we saw the palaces of la V enerie ' 
and la V alentin, both very agreeable retreats. : We - 
were lodged in the Piazza royale, which is one of 
the noblest squares I ever saw, with a fine portico 
of white stone quite round it. We were immediately 

visited by the chevalier , whom you knew in 

England, who, with great civility, begged to intro* 




j 

i 


\ 


. I 

'1 


Digitize^: 1 GfK»*^le 


204 LETTERS 

dace ns at coart, wHich is now kept at Rivoli, about 
a league from Turin. Iwent thither yesterday, and 
had the honour of waiting on the queen, being 
presented to her by her first lady of honour. I 
found her majesty in a magnificent apartment, with 
a trai^ of handsome ladies all dressed in gowns, 
among which it was easy to distingnish the fair 
princess of Carignan. The queen entertained me Jvith 
a world of sweetness and affability, and seemed 
mistress of a great share of good sense. She did not 
forget to put me in mind of her English blood ; and 
added that she always felt in herself a particular in- 
clination to love the English. I returned her civility, 
by giving her the title of majesty as often as I could, 
which perhaps she will not have the comfort of hear- , 
ing many months longer; The king, has a great 
deal of vivacity in his’ eyes, and the young prince 
of Piedmont is a very- handsome- young 'man; hut 
the great devotion, which this court is at present 
fallen into, does not permit any of those entertain- 
* meats proper for his. age. Processions 'and masses 
are all the luagnificence-in fashion here, and gallantry - 

is so criminal, that the poor- count of , who 

was our acquaintance at London, is very seriously 
disgraced for some small overtures he presumed td' 
make to a maid of honour. I intend to set out to- 
morrow, and to pass those di'eadful Alps so much 
talked of. — If I comedo thi bottom, you shall hear 
of me. I am, etc. etc. •.. . 
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XL VII. To Mr«. T j 

Lyons, September ft 5 , O. S. 171S. | 

I RECEIVED, at ray arrival here, both your obliging 
letters, ' and. also letters from many of my other 
friends, designed to Constantinople, and sent me 
from Marseilles hither ; our merchant there know- 
ing we were upon oar retnrn. 1 am surprized to 

hear my sister has left England. I suppose what > 

1 wrote to her from Turin will be lost, and where 
to direct I know not, having no acoonat of her af- 
fairs from her own hand. For ray own part, I ani 
confined to my chamber, having kept my bed till 
yesterday, ever since the 1 7th, that I came to this 
town, where, I have had so terrible a fever, I be- 
lieved for some time that all my journeys were end- 
ed here ; and 1 do not at all wonder that such fa- 
tigues as 1 have passed should have, such an effect. 
The first day’s journey from Turin to Novalese is 
through a very fine country, beautifully planted and ‘ 
enriched by art and nature. The next day we began , 
to asceaad mount Cenis, being carried in little seats 
of twisted osiers, fixed upon poles, npon men’s ' 
shotdders; our chaises taken to pieces and laid upon 
mules. ' * . ' 

The prodigions prospect of mountains . covered 
with eternal snow, of clouds hanging far below our 
feet, and of vast cascades tumbling down.the rocks 
a confused roaring, would have been euter^ 
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taming to me, if I had suffered less from the extreme 
•cold that reigns here. But the misty' rains' -which ‘ 
fall perpetually, peoetrated even the thick. fur I was 
wrapped in; and f was half dead -with cold before 
we got to the foot offtli^ iponntain, which was not 
till two hours after dark. This hill has a spacious 
plain on thet<^ ef it,i' and a line lake there ; but the' 
descent is- so- steep and slippery, ’tk sarprizing to 
see these chairmen; go so -steadily as they 'do'; Yeti 
I was not haif so much ah's id of breaking nly heck, 
as I was of' falling sick'; and the event has shewed < 

that 1 placed my fears' rights ' • ■ 

The other molmtains- are now all passable for -a * 
ohaise, and < -very fruitful- in vines and pastures. 
Amongst- them is a breed of the finest goats''iil the 
world. Acquebellet is- the last, and soon'after’ we 
entered Pont Beauooisin, the frontier town ©f 
France, -whose bridge parts this- kitigdpm' and the 
dominions of Savoy The same night- we -arrived- • 
late at this* town‘.J where I have had nothing t6 -do * 
bnt to take care of my h'ealth. I tlnnk' myself already^ 
out of any danger,' a»d am determined- thAt the sOrb 
throat, which still remains,' shall not coniine me - 
long. I am impatient' to see the curiosities oT^this " 
fambus city^ and more impatient to -Conlinne-Hi-y - 
journey to Parrs, from whence I hope -to -write -you'-' 
a more diverting letter 'Hian ’tis possible for md to 
do now, with a mind weakened by sickness, a head- 
muddled with "s'pleeil, from sorry in-rii* ati'd'a cham- 
ber crammed with mortilymg objects of apothecaries' 
■vials and bottles.' ' ' *• ' ' 

' , I am, etc, etc*- * ' ' 
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XLVIII. To Mr. Pope. 

V 

'Lyons^ September aft, 0. $• 171 S. 

I . • . ’. 

R£cciv£i>. 7 oars here^and should thank yoti for 
the pleasure you seem* to enjoy from my return; but 
X can hardiy forbear being angry at you,.. for re- 
. joicing at wbat <UspIeases‘ ine so mucb» Ton will 
• think this but an odd compliihent;on my side. Ill 
assure, you ’tis not from insensibility of the joy of 
seeing'tny friends; but when 1 consider that I must 
at the same tixrre-see and* hear a thon^^md disagree- 
. able impcrtinents ; that ! must receive and pay vi- 
. alts^ make curtesies^ and assist at tea-tables^ where 
I shall be half killed, with questioos; and on the 
nther part, that l.am a creature that caunut serve 
any body but W'ith insignificant good wishes ; and 
that my presence is not a necessary gocui to any one 
member of my native country. I think 1 might much , 
^‘better have staid where ease and quiet made up the 
happiness of my indolent life.. — ^^l.sbould certaudy 
*be melancholy if I pursuedthis theme one line far- 
• ther. 1 will rather fill' the ri^emainder of this paper 
with the inscriptions on the tables of braas.tbat are 
placed on each side of the town-house.^ 


I V 
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[maxime* primam. occnrsnram. mihi. provideOr de« 
iprecor* ne. quasi, uovam.^istam. rem. introdaci. ex* 
horrescatis. sed..illa.^potius. cogitetis. quam. multa. 
in. hac. ciritate.. novata. sint. et. qtiidem. statim. ab« 

. origine. nrbis>. nostrsa. in» quod, /ormas. irtatusque. 
ires. p. nostra, didncta. sit. 

’ Quondam, reges. hanc. tennere. nrbem. ne. tamen. 

‘ domes ticis. soccessoribus. earn, tradere. contigit. sn* 
pervenere. alieni. et. quidam. externi. nt« Nnma. 
Romuio. sHccesserit.^ex. Sabinis. veniens. vicinns. 
^idem. sed. tnnc^< externos. ut. Anco. Marcio. 
Priscus. Tarqninius. propter, temeratum. sangninem. 
^od. patre. demarato; Corinthio. natns. erat. et. 
Tarqniiuensi. matre. generosa; sed. inopi. nt. qnee. 

tali, marito. necesse. habnerit. snccumbere. cnm* 

* ' 

‘ doml. repelleretar. a^ gerendis. bonoribns. postqoam. 
Romam. migra^it. regnnm. adeptas. eat.^ hnie.^ quo* 

* que. et. filio. nepotiver ejus. nam. et. boc. inter. 

< _ 

auctores. diserepat. insertns. Servius. 'Tullius, si. 
nostros, sequimur. captiva. natus.ocresia. si. tuscos. 

* coeli. quondaBT. vivennae. sodalis. fideiissimus. omnis- 
que/ e] us. * casus. comes> postquam. varia.. fortuna. 
'exactus. cum. omnibus^ reiiquis. cseliani. exercitus. 
Etrurku 6Xcessit.*niont6m.^Caelium. occupavit. et. a. 

' duce. suo. Gaelid.i^.appellif atus. mutatoqne.noinine. 
Xiam. fusee, mas tarna. ei. nomen. erat. ita. appellatus. 
est. at. dixi. et.regnam. summa. cum.reip. utilitatc. 
optinuit. deinde. postquam. Tarquini. Superbi. mo- 
res. invi^. civitati.. uostrae. esse. . coeperunt. qua. 
ijpsius. qua. iiUorum. ejus. nempe. pertsesum. est. 
'xnentes. regni.;et. ad. c6iisixles.^aunaos. nxagistratus. 
•adininistratio. reip. translata.; est. . . 
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. Qii^. nuiic. commcJUOrem..dict^|^ras. hoc. ipso. 
«onsa]ari...jjnperiaa^. ,|:epertum. apiOfi* 

luajor^. nostros. qi^Ofji^.aj^x^ioribus.. bellis.,.aat: 
in. civil!, motu. di£ilcili|orc. :ut^rentnr. ant. in. 
aoxUluio. plebis..ccea;oA( ,l#i^unp6.i.plebei. qoi4..a. 
consaiibus. ad. decern, viros. traosiatnm. iinpei^niD. 
solotqque. po&tea.' deccntir/rali.. rcgno« ad. consutes. 
rarsq^. reditom. quid. iiu>'t vis. distributoQi, 

eoosulare. imperiam. tribonosque; piilitum. consa> 
_la;:i. ^mperip. appellatos. qoi.. seni.. et. octeni. crea- 
rentar. quid.. cQmmnnical!os.^,pOstremo.. cum. plebe* 
,lipnpr^§. non, iiuperi. solom. sed* sacerdotorum. 
quoque. jams!, narrein. bella. a.,qnibas. coepermt. 
ipajores. uostri. et. quo. processeriinas.v vereor. ne. 
nifiiio. insoleutior. esse, yidear.. et.. qusesisse. jacta- 
tioaem, glorl^. prolati. iinperi. nltra. oceanuaai. sed. 
illo. G. Porius. revertar. civitatem.- 

'■ ))• 1 1 «‘ ; 'X" A S' 1 « £» I 







1 : : :>oovo. : : : divis':aog : no : las. et. patr.aus. 
Ti. Caesar, omnem.-florem. nbiqae. coloniaruni. ac. 
maoicipioram. bonoraaa. scilicet, virorum. et. Jioca> 
. pletiom. in, hac.caria.,esse..Tolait..qtiid. ergo. non. 
. italicasw senator, provinciali. potaor. est. jam. vobis. 
, cam., hade, partem, censursa. meae. approbai'e. ccepe- 
. to. qaidk de. ea. re. sentiam. rebus, ostendam. sed. 
.ne. provinOiales. quidem. si. modo. ornare. enriam. 
. poterlnt. rejiciendosl pato. 

Ornatissima. ecce. colonia. valentissimaqne. rien* 
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nensiam.' qnatn.' jain.' tempore. senatOres^ 
ktiic curiae, cohfcrt.' ex^qtfa. colonia. inter, paucos. 
-equestris. ordinia.* ofnam^tltttm. L. restinum.' fami- 
• Karissinie. diligck et. faodieqne.'in. rebus, mds. de> 
•tineo. cnjaa. liberi.' froantar. i^aeso-. primo. sacer> 
dotiornm. grada.post. nrodo;'cam. annis. promotnii. 
dignitatis. Suft. incremenla. at. dirum. nomen. 1atro> 
nis. taceam. et. odi-. illnd; palestricom. prbdigatim. 
qnod. ante'.' in. domumv consalatnm. intuHt. qnara. 
colonia. sua. solidnnt. ciritatis. Roinanae. beneilciiin^. 
<'«ou^cnta. est. idem..de. fratre. ejus. possum-, dicere. 
miserabili. qnidem. mdignissimoque. hcMC. casu. ut. 

Yobis. utilis. Senator, esse.^ BOD.' possit. 

• ' ■ Tempus. est. jam. I'i.-'Caesar; Gerntaniee. detegere. 
te.^patribas. cbnsunpiis; quo. tendat/' oratio. tua. 
jam. enim. ad. extremos.^' fines. GaUiae. Narbonensis. 
▼enisti. - ' *• 

Tot. ecce. insignes. juvenes. qnot. intueor. non. 
magis. sunt. poeniteadJ. sena tores, qnam. poenitet. 
Perslcum. nobilissimum. virum. amicum. menm. in- 
ter. imagines, majoram. soorum. AUobrogici. nomen. 
'legere. quod. si. bsec. ita. esse, consent!, is. quid, 
nltra. desideratis. quam. ut.* vobis.. digito:' demons- 
trem. solum, ipsnni. ultra, fines, provinciee. Narbo- 
nensls. jam. vobis. senatores. mittere. qnando. ex. 
.Lugduno. habere, nos. nostri. ordinis. viros. non. 
pcenitet. timide. qnidem. p. e. egressns. adsnetoe. 
■ fa miliaresque. .vobis. provinciarnm. terminos. sum. 
.sed. destricte. jam. coma tae. Galliae. -causa, agenda, 
.est. in. qna. si. qnis. hoc. intnetur. qnod.- beUo. per. 
decern, aonos. exercneront. divnai. Jnlium. idem. 
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opponat. c^ntnnr. armortim. immobilem. fidem. ob- 
aeqummqtiie. maltis. trepltlis. rebu9."no8tros. pltis- 
qaam. expertam. illi. patri. meo. Drasa. Germamaiu.' 
sabigenti. tatauK qniete. sna. secaramqae. a. tergo. 
pacem. praestiteraat. et. .quidem. cmn.. ad. census, 
novo. trim, opere. et. in. adsueto. Galliis. ad. bellum. 

' advocatns. esset.' qtiod. opiis. qnam. ardnnm. sit. 

' nobis. 'none; cnm. niaume. qnamvis. nihil, ultra. 
‘ qnim'.'ut; pnblice. nbtx.'siht. facultates. nostra?, ei- 
qairatnr. nimis. magho. experimento. cognoscimns. 

• . » I • / t < r . » • I ♦ . » s ,s- • 

T was also shewed, without the gate of St. .Insti- 
■ nins^ sdtti'e 'remains of a Rbrh'an ‘aqueduct ; and be- 
hind the monastery of Sr; Mary, there are the rniha 
’.of the’ imperial palace Where the emperor Claudius 
was born,, and where Severus tiVed. The great ca- 
thedral of St. John is a good gothich building, and 
its- clock much admired by the Germans. In one of 

- the most cohspicnons parts of the town, is the late 
king’s statue set np, trampling upon mankind. I can- 
not fosbear saying one word here of the French 
statues (for I never intend to mention any more of 
them ) with their gilded full-bottomed wigs. If their 
king had intended to express in one image ignorance, 
ill taste, and vanity, his sculptors could have made 

- no other figure, so proper for that purpose, as this 
statne, which represents the odd mixture of an old 
beau,' who had a mind to be a hero, with a bushel 
of curled hair on his head, and a gilt truncheon in 
his hand. — The French have been so voluminous 
on the history of this town', I need say nothing of it. 
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The houses are tolerably .well built, and the Belle- 
cour well planted, from whence is seen ^ celebrated.' 

X joining of the Saone and Rhone. , 

a Ubi Rhodaniis ingens' amne pra?rapido floit; 

• f « Araqne dn bitans <ju6 9UOS fluctus agat. » 

I have had time to see every thing with great leisure^ 
having been conhn^d sevctel day? to this, town by a 
swelling in my throat, ^the remains of a fever, pcca- 
sioned by a cpld I.gQtm the damp?., of the Alps, 
The doctors here threaten me with all sorts of dis- 
tempers, if I dare to leave them,; bucl^ that, know 
the obstinacy of it, think it j ust as possible to «on- 
tinue my way" to Paris with it, as to , go abput, the 
, streets of Lyons, and am determined to pursue ray 
journey to-morrow, in spite of doctors, apothecaries, 

, and sore throats. l..r, r 

When you see- Lady R— - — ,. tell. her. 1 1 have re- 
ceived her letter, and will answer it, from .Paris, 
believing that the place that she would most willwgiy 
Irear of. * 

• , lam, etc. etc. ' 


XLIX. TothbLadt R — — '/ 

t. • » 

Paris, October lO, O. S. 1718." 

I CAW NOT give my dear Lady R a better proof 

of the pleasure I have in writing to her, than ch using 
to do it in this seat of various amusements, where 1 
am accablee with visits, and those so full of vivacity. 
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»nd compliments, that it is foil employment enough 
to hearken^ whether one answers or not. The French 
ambassadress at Constantinople has a very conside- 
rable and numerous family here, who all come to see 
me, and are never weary of making enquiries. The air 
of Paris has already had a good effect on me ; for I was 
never in better health, though I have been extremely 
ill all the road from Lyons to this place. Yon may 
jndge how agreeable the jonmey has been to me, 
which did not Want that addition to make me dislike 
' it. I think nothing so terrible as objects of misety, 
except one had the god-like attribute of being capa- 
ble to redress them ; and all the country villages of 
France shew nothing else. While the post-horses are 
' changed, the whole town comes out to beg, with such 
miserable starved faces, and thin tattered' cloaths, 
they need no other eloquence to persuade one of the 
wretchedness of their condition. — This< is all the 
’ French magnificence, till yon come to Fontainehiean, 
where yon are shewed one thousand five hundred 
rooms, in the king’s hunting-palace. The apartments 

• of the royal family are very large, and richly gilt; but 
1 1 saw nothing in the architecture or painting worth 

remembering. The long gallery built by Henry IV has 

• prospects of all the king’s houses. Its walls are desi- 
gned after the taste of those times, but appear now 
very mean. The park'is indeed finely wooded and 
watered, the trees well grown and planted, and in the 
fish-ponds are kept tame carp , said to he some of them 
eighty years of age. The late king passed some months 
every year at this seat ; and all the rocks aronnd it, 
by the pious sentences inscribed on them, shew the 
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devotion in fashion at this court..wluch I belieY? died 

J \ %• 

^ithhlju; at least I see no exterior marks of.it at 
Paris, where all people's thoughts seem to he on pre- 
sent diversion.. 

, . The fair of St. Lawrence is now in season*. — Yon 
may be sure I have been carried thither, and think it 
much better disposed that ours of Bartholomew. The* 
shops being all set in tows so regularly and well- 
lighted, they made up a very agreeable spectacle. But 
I was.not at all satisfied with the grossibrete of their 
harlequin, no, more than with their musick at the 
opera, which was abominably grating, after being 
-used to that of Italy. Their house is a booth compa- 
red to that of the Hay-market, and the play-house 
not so neat as that of Lincolu's-lnn-fields ; but then 
it must be owned, to their praise, their tragedians are 
rnuch beyond any of ours. I shoiild hardly allow 

. Mrs. O d a better place than to be confidente to' 

L,a • I have seen the tragedy of Bajazet so well 

represented, that I thi^k our; best actors can be only 
said to speak, but these to feel ; and it is certainly in- 
finitely more moving to see a man appear unhappy^ 
than to hear him say that heisso, with a Jolly face, 
and a stupid smirk in lu^ countenance. — propos 
.of countenances, I must , tell you something of the 
French ladies ; I have seen all the beauties, and such 
( I can't help, making use of the coarse word ) nauseous 
.creatures, so fantastically , absurd in their dress, so 
monstrously unnatural in their paints, their hair cat 
short, and cnrled .round, their faces, and .so loaded 
with powder, that it makes it. look like white wool, 
and on their checks to their chinS) unmercifully laid 
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ed a shiniu^ red japan^ that glistens in a most flaming * 
manner, so that they seem to have no resemblance to 
human faces. I am apt to believe that they took the 
first hint of their dress from a fair sheep newly rnd- ’ 
died. It iswith pleasure I recollect my dear pretty coun- 
try-women ; and if I was writing to any body else, I 
should say that these grotesque danbers give me a 
still higher esteem of the natural charms of dear Lady 
IBl — — ’s auburn hair, and the lively colours of her 
nns allied -complexion. 

I am, etc. etc. 


' P. S. I have met the Ahbc here, Who desires me • 
to make his compliments to you. ' 



L, To Mb. T . 

' Paris, October i6, O.S. 17 15. 

*Y” o n sec I am j ust to my word in writing to yon 
from'Paris, where I was very much surprized to meet 
my sister :I need not add, very much pleased. Sheas 
little expected to see me as I her ( having not received 
I my late letters ) and this meeting would shine in -the - 

i hands of Scudery\ but I shall not imitate his style ’ 

I so far as to tell vou hpw often we embraced, how she ' 

I enquired by what odd chance I returned from Con- ' 
( stantinople ; and I answered her by asking what ad- 
it venture bronght her to Paris. To shorten the' Sfory^* 
i, ' all questions and ansVv^r^, and exclamations and com- 

ii plinieuts being over,' we agreed upon runain^'abbdt:^' 
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together, and have seen Versailles, Trianon,- Marli,'' 
and St. Cloud. We had an order for the water to play 
for oar diversion, and I was followed thither by all . 
the English at Paris* I own Versailles appeared to me 
rather vast than beautiful ; and, after having seen the 
exact pro])ortions of the Italian buildings, 1 thought 
the irregularity of it shocking. 

The king's cabinets of antiquities and medals are, 
indeed, very richly furnished. Amongst that collec* ' 
tion, none pleased roe so well as the apotheosis of 
Germanicus, on a large agate, which is one of the 
most delicate pieces of the kind that 1 remember to 
have seen. I observed some anOient statues of great , 
value. — But the nauseous flattery and tawdry pencil: 
of Le Brun are equally disgusting in the gallery. I 
will not pretend to describe to you the great apart- 
ment, the vast variety of fountains, the theatre, the 
grove of Aesop’s fables, etc., all vvhich you may read 
very amply particularized in some of the French 
authors, that have been paid for these descriptions^ * 
Trianon, in its littleness, pleased me better than 
Versailles ; Marli, better than either of them, and St. 
Cloud, best of all, having the advantage of the Seine 
running at the bottom of the gardens, the great cas- ' 
cade, etc. You may find informaiion in the aforesaid 
books, if you have a mind to know the exact number * 
of the statues, and how many feet they cast up the 
water. , . < • 

. We saw the king’spicturesinthe.ipagnificent house • 
of the duke d’Antin, who has the care 6f preserving 
them till his majesty is of age. There are not many,, 
but of the best hands. 1 looked with great pleasure on ' 
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the Arch'angel of Raphael, where the sentiments oF 
superior beings are as well expressed as in Milton. 

#You won’t forgive me, if I say nothing of the Tuil~ 
levies^ much finer than our Mall, and the Cour more 
agreeable than our Hyde-Park, the high trees giving 
shade in the hottest season. At the Z>o//pre, I had the 
opportunity of seeing the king, accompanied by the 
duke regent. He is tall and well shaped, hut has not 
the air of holding the crown so many years as hi$ 
great grandfather. And now 1 am speaking of the 
court, I mnstsay 1 saw nothing in France that delight- 
ed me so much as to see an Englishman ( at least a 
B ritou ) absolute at Paris ; 1 mean Mr. Law, who treats 
their dukes and peers extremely de haut en bas^ 
and is treated by them with the utmost submission 
and respect. — Poor souls 1-^This reflection on their 
abject slavery, puts me in mind, of the place des 
y ictoire&f hut 1 will not take up your time and 
my own with such descriptions, which are too nu- 
merous. 

In general, 1 think Paris has the advantage of Loa- 
,don in the neat pavement of the streets, and the re- 
gular lighting of them at nights, in the proportion of 
the streets, the houses being all built of stone, and 
most of those belonging to people of quality being 
heantified by gardens. But we certSinly may boast of 
a town very near tudce as large ; and, when I haVe said 
that, I know nothing else we surpass it ih. I'shall not 
continue here long ; if you have any thing to com- 
V ;maud me, during my short -stay, write soou, and I 
shall take pleasure in obeying .you. " 

; ■ • ' -I am^ ctp. etc. • ' 
jy 
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47,_ LI. To THE Abbot 

Dover, October 3r, O. S. 17 i 3. 

I A H wilUng to your word for it, that 1 sliall 
really oblige you by lettiug you know, as soon as pos- 
'sible, my safe passage over the ^ater. 1 arrived this 
■ morning at Dover, after being tossed a w hole night in 
the packet-boat in so violent a>manner, that the mas- 
ter, considering the weakness of his vessel, thought 
it proper to remove the mail, and gave ns notice of 
the danger. We called a little fishing-boat, .which 
could hardly -makeup to ns; -while all the people on 
board ns were crying to heaven. ’Tis hard to imagine 
one’s self in a scene of greater horror than on such 
an occasion, and yet (shall I own it to you ? ) though 
I was not at all willing to be drowned, 1 conld not 
forbear being entertained at the double distress -of a 
fellow-passenger. She was an English lady that I had 
met at Calais, who desired me to let her go over with 
me in my cabin. She bad bought a fine point head, 
which she was contriving to conceal from the onstom- 
honse officers. When the wind grew hard, and our 
little vessel cracked, she fell very heartily to her 
prayers, and thought wholly of her soul. When it 
seemed to abate, she returned to the worldly care of 
her head-dress, and addressed herself to me : — « Dear 
« madam, will yon take care of this point P if it should 
« be lost ! — Ah lord, We shall all be lost ! Lord have 
« mercy .on my soul I — Pray, madam, take care of 
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« tills bead-dress." This easy transition from lier sonl 
to her head-dress, and the alternate agonies that both 
gave her, inadeit hard to determine which she thought^ 
of greatest value. But, however, the scene was not so 
diverting but 1 was glad to get rid of it, and be thrown 
into the little boat, though with some hacard of break- 
ing my neck. It brought me safe hither, and I cannot 
help looking with partial eyes on my native land. That 
partiality was certainly given us by nature, to prevent 
rambling, the effect of an ambitious thirst after know- 
ledge, which w'c are not formed to enjoy. All we get 
by it is a fruitless desire of mixing the different plea- 
sures and conveniences which are given to the diffe- 
rrat parts of the world, and'caimot meet in any one 
of tlfem.‘ After having read all that is to be fonnd in 
the languages I am mistress of, and having decayed 
iny sight by midnight studies, I envy the easy peace 
of mind of a ruddy milk-maid, who, undisturbed by 
doubt, hears the sermon with humility everysunday,' 
not having confounded the sentiments of natural 
duty in her head by the vain enquiries of the schools, 
who may be more learned, yet after ^1 mast remain 
as ignorant.' 'And after having seen part of Asia and 
Africa, and almost made th( tour of Europe, I think 
the honest English ’squire more happy, who verily 
believes the Greek wines- less delicious than march-* 
beer, that the African friiits have not- so fine a ilavonr 
as golden pippins, that the becca Jiguas of Italy are' 
not so well tasted as a rump of beef, and that in short 
there is no perfect enjoyment of this-life out of old 
England. I pray God I may think so for the rest of 
my life; and, since I must be contented with our 
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scanty allowance of day-light, that I may forget th* 
enlivening snn of Constantinople. 

I am, etc. etc. . 


LI I. To Mr. P . 

• • * ♦ 

I . . Dover, November I, O. S. 1715 . 

X H ▲ V E this, minute received a letter of yours sent 
me from Paris. 1 believe and hope 1 shall '^ery soon 
see both yon and Mr. Congreve ; bnt as 1 am here in 
an inn where we stay, to regulate our march to Lon> 
don, bag and baggage, I shall employ some of my 
leisure time in answering th{^t part pf yours that seems 
to require an answer., 

Imust applaud your good nature insupposingthat 
your pastoral lovers ( vulgarly called haymakers ). 
would have lived! in everlasting joy and harmony,,if 
the lightning . had not intciyupted their scheme of 
happiness. 1 see no ^ reason to imagine, that John. 
Hughes and Sarah Drew were either wiser or more 
virtuous than, their neighbours. That a well-set man 
of twenty-five should have a fancy to marry a brown 
woman of eighteen, is nothing marvellous.; and I, 
cannot help thinking that,.had they married, their 
lives would have pasisedjin the common track with 
their fellow-parishioners. His endeavouring to^hield, 
her frenn a-storm was a natural action, am} .what he 
would have certainly done for his horse, if he had* 
been in the same situation. Neither am I of opinion 
that their sadden death was a reward of their mutual 
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vlr'hie. You kiibw tlie .TeW^ Wey<r repfovi^dfor fliink-' 
ing a village destroved by fli-e moire Wicked than thosa * 
that had escaped the thnnder. Time' and chance lu^ 
pen to all men. Since you ’desire nie to try my skill ^ 
in an epitaph, I think the following lines perhaps 
woreju^ tliodgh hot so p’oeticai as yours. ^ 

V ; . ^'T ' - ' ■ 

Here lie John Hughes and Sarah Drew ; 

Perhaps youll say, .What’s thgt to you ? ^ ' 

Believe me, friend, much may be said » 

1 OiT that poor couple that are dead. • • . ,► 

- On Sunday next they should have married ; 

' But see how oddly things are. carried! 

1 ■ Ou thursday last it rain’d and lighten’d, 

• These tender lovers sadly frighten’d, . . ^ , , 

Shelter’d beneath die. cocking hay, • 

In hopes to pass the time away. 

^ But the BOLD THUNDER fouud them o^t 
( Comnpssion’d for that end no douht). 

And, seizing on their trembling breatli, 

. Consign’d them to the shades of death. 

Who knows if ’twas not kindly done ? 

For, had they seen the next year’s sun,' 

A beaten wife and cuckold swain 
Had joindy curs’d the inarriage chainj^ 

Now they are happy in their doom, - 
For Pom has w&otb upon tbsir tomb. 

• ^ . 
I confess these sentiments are not altogether solie-* 
roick as yours ; but I hope yon will ftwgive them in- 
favour of the two last lines^ Ton see how mnch I es- 
teem the honour you have done them ; though I am, 
not very impatient tohiave the same, and had rather 

^ jff. 
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cpntiirae ^oibie 59^^, stapiilytiying, hnmlble 8ery;ixi[t, 
tban.be celebrated by,{^U ^he pens in Europe. \ , 

. I.^ould write to 1^. C; — rr-,bttt .suppose yoDi.TiyiU, 
r^d tbts to hi^yif.be enquires aft;er me. j 

t ■ ■-•it:'-'; 11 * *j.i! ' * ■ ' 

'* ' f'" 1>;’ 0"?'r '>“ ’ '<1 i !• '• i • ■* 

LIII. To Ladt- , 

. I ;li ’’"t: •• •• "'ii i. .li . i '* 

* • ^^^amiai7 93 , O.S. 1715-^1716. 

} ■ ' 1 . ■ 

J. FIND after all:,. by your. 1 letter of yesterdays that 
Mrs. D is resolved to marry the old greasy cu- 

rate. She was always high church in an excessive de- 
gree, and you know she used to speak^ of-Sa'chCverel 
as an apostolick -saini, "Was worthy to* sit 'in the 

same place with St; Paul*, ‘if riot a 'step above him. It 
is a matter, however ,'iiei^ doubtful to me, whether it 
is not still more the man than the apostle that Mrs. 
D — • — looks to lii the present alliance. Though at the 
age of forty, she is, .1 assure you, very far frona being 
cold and insensible ^ her fire may be covered with 
ashes, but it is not extinguished. — Dou’t be deceived^ 
my dear, by that prudish and sanctified air. — Warm 
devotion is no equivocal mark of warm passions; be- 
sides, I know it i^ a fact, of which I have - proofs in 
hand, which I will tell you by. wor,d of mouth, .that 
our learned and holy prude is exceedingly disposed 
to use the means supposed in the primitive command, 
let what will come of the end. The cnrate indeed- is 
very filthy. — Such a red^ spungy, -warty nose ! such a 
■quint ! in short, he is ngly beyond expression ; and 
wha.t ,ottght naturally to render him peculiarly dis- <■ 
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pl^a^g ^o, ooe of Mrs, O' — i — ’s- 6 oiMUtati<^ and 
propenskies, ke^is stxid(«en\'iny«ars.! 3 VjDr do‘I, really 
lu9io«v bf>yr they wdl live, lie has but fo^ty-five pounds 
9 y^-T-^he bat a trifling s^m ; so that>they are likely 
to. feast )upon lova PO^l ecclesiastical jhistory, which 
will be very empty food without a'[l roper inixtack of 
^ef and pudding. I haVe'ho^Vevereugaged our friend v 
who. is the .cm'atc’s lao^dlord, to give them a good 
leaser andif Mcs. I>—'-tn-v instead of spending -whole 
days tepdiug’.CoUtf^vl^cks., and vile translations of 
Plato and' Epictetus, wUhbut form thk resolution of 
taking! oaj:e. of her housed and'^ minding beridairy, 
things’ n9By>igo tolerably*. It- iis not likely that> their; 
tender loiv.es .will give - them many sweet bsihes’to' 
provide for. .1 i . '• V- i-. f' 

met the loVer- yesterday 1, 'going -to -the ale-honse 
in.ihia dirty nightTgown,-. with a book hnder his arm. 
to entertain-the oluh; and'as-Mrs. — *rwas wit-h!ine' 

at the tintCyl poiatedout to her the charming oreatnfef 
she blushed and looked prim, bat quoted a 'passage 
oat of Herodotus, in which it is said that the Persians 
wore, .long • night ogowus.- - There. - is really <no' more 
aoooanting for the 'taste in marriage of many of onb 
I sex, . than, there is for. the appetite of your ueighbqnx^ 
misa S — who makes snch waste of chalk and cliar«> 
coal when they fall in her way, . : . ‘ < 

As marriage produces children, so children pro- 
duce care and disputes; and wrangling, as is said 
( at . leas.t by old bachelors and old maids ), is one of 
the sweets of the conjugal state. Yon tell me that our 
friend Mrs. — -—is at length blessed with a son, and 
that her husband, who is ^aigreat philosopher ( if his 
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own tcttimony is to be -iliepen'ded npon ), insists onf 
her suckling it hersetf< Yomask my advice t>n'tliiir 
matter, and, to give it yon frankly jl really think that 

. Mr.-i^ ’s demand is unreasonable; as his Vrife’o 

constitution’is tertder, and her temper fretful. A true 
philosopher wbnld consider these cii'cnrastances ; but 
a peilantis always throwing his system in your face,' 
and applies it equally to all things, times, and places/ 
just. like a taylor who would make* a coat out of his 
own head, without any regard to the balk and figure 
of the person that must wear it: All those fine-spun 
arguments that he has ' drawn ' from nature to stop- 
your months, weigh, I must own to you,' blit very' 
little with me.-^This same natnre is indeed a specious 
word, nay, there is a great deal in it, if it is properly- 
understood and' applied ; bat I cannot bear to hear 
people using' it to justify what common sense must 
disavow. Is not nature modified by art in many things?' 
Was it not designed to be'so ? and is it not* happy for 
hnraan society that it is' so ? Would yon like to see 
your husband let his beard- grow until he would be* 
obliged to pttt the end of it in his pocket, because 
this beard is the gift of nature? The instincts of na- 
tare point out neither taylors, nor weavers,, nor man- 
tna-makers, nor sempstresses, nor milliners: and yet 
I am veiy glad that we don’t-run naked like the Hot- * 
tentots. Bnt not to wander from the subject — I grant 
that nature has fumishe4- the mother with milk to 
nonrish her child ; bnt I maintain, at the same time, 
that if she can find better milk elsewhere, she ought 
to prefer it without hesitation. I don’t see why she 
should have more scmplo^to do Hiis, than her has- 
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band has to leave the clear • fountain which nature 
gave him to quench, hia. thirst, for stout October, 
port, or claret. Indeed, if Mrs. — | — was a buxom^ 
sturdy woman,' who. lived on plain fpod, took regular 
exCircise, pnjoyed prpper returns of,rest-, and was free 
from violent passions, (which you .and I know is not 
the case)v she might be a good nurse for her child; 
hut,' as matters stand,'! do -verily think that the 
milk of a good comely cow, who feeds quietly in her 
meadow, never devours ragouts, nor drinks ratafia, 
nor frets at quadrille, nor sits .up till three in the 
morning, elated with gain or dejected with loss; I 
do think that the milk of such a cow, or of a nurse 
that came as near it as possible, would be likely to 
nourish the young ’squire better than hers. If it.he , 
true that the child sucks in -the mother’s passions 
with her mUk, this is a strong argument in favour 
of the cow, unless you may be. afraid that the young 
’squire may become a calf; but how many calves 
are. there both in state and church, who have. been 
brought up with their mother’s milk? 

• I promise faithfully to communicate to no mortal 
the letter you wrote me last. — What you say of the 
two rebel lords, I believe to be true ; but I can do‘ 
nothing in the matter. — If my projects don’t fad' 
in the execution, I shall , see • you before a month 
passes. Give my services to Dr. Blackbeard. — He 
is. a good man, but I never saw, in 'my life such a* 
persecuting -face cover a humane and tender hearts. 
1 imagine (within myself) that ‘the Smithfleld priests,' 
who burned the protestants'in' the time of queen 
Mary,. had just such faces as .the^ doctor’s. If we 


\ 


Digitized by Google 


126 ' LETTERS 

were papists^ I should like him very i^uch for my 
confessoi^ his seeming austerity would give you and 
me a great reputation for sanctity, and his good in- 
dulgent heart would be the very thing that would 
suit ns in the affair of penance and ghostly direction. 

Farewell, my dear lady, etc. etc.- 


LIV. To THE Abbot of . 

Vienna, January 2, O.S. 1717. 

I i.M really almost tired with the life of Vienna, 
l am not, indeed, an enemy to dissipation andhurry^ 
much less to amusement and pleasure : but I cannot 
endure long even pleasure, when it is fettered with 
formality, and assumes the air of system. ’Tis true 
L have had here some very agreeable connexions, 
and, what will perhaps surprize you, have particular 
pleasure in my Spanish acquaintances, count Oro- 
pesa and general Puebla. These two noblemen are 
much in the good graces of the emperor, and yet 
they seem to be brewing mischief. The court of 
Madrid cannot reflect without pain upon the terri- 
tories that were cut off from the Spanish monarchy 
by the peace of Utrecht, and it seems to be looking 
wishfully out for au opportunity of getting them; 
back again. That is.a matter about which I trouble 
myself very little : let the court be in the right or in 
the wrong, I like mightily the two counts, its mi- 
nisters. I- dined with them both some days ago at 
count Wurmbrand’-s, an aolick counsellor and a man 
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of letters, who is nniversally esteemed here. But the 
first man at this court, in point of knowledge and 
abilities, is certainly connt Schlick, high-chancellor 
‘ of Bohemia, w'hose immense reading is accompanied 
with a fine taste and a solid judgment ; he is a de- 
clared enemy to prince Eugene, and a warm friend to 
the honest hot-headed marshall Staremberg. One of 
the most accomplished men I have seen at Vienna, 
is the young count Tarrocco, who accompanies the 
amiable prince of Portugal. I am almost in love with 
them both, and wonder to see such elegant manners 
and such free and generous sentiments in two young 
men that have hitherto seen nothing but their own 
country. The connt is just such a Roman catholick 
as yon: he succeeds greatly with the devout beauties 
here; his first overtures in gallantry are disguised 
under the luscious strains of spiritual love, that 
were sung formerly by the sublimely voluptuons 
Fenelon and the tender madame Guion, who 
turned the fire of carnal love to divine objects : thus 
the count begins with the spirit, and ends generally 
with the fiesh, when he makes his addresses to holy 
Tirgins. 

I made acquaintance yesterday with the famous 
poet Rousseau, who lives here under the peculiar 
protection of prince Eugene, by whose liberality he 
subsists. He passes here for a free-thinker, and, what 
is still worse in my esteem, for a man whose heart 
does not feel the encomiums he gives to virtue and 
honour in his poems. I like his odes mightily; they 
are much superior to the lyrlck productions of our 
English |K>et&, few of whom have made any figure in 
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■ that kind of .poetry. I don’t find that learned men 
abound here : there is indeed a prodigious number 
of alchymists at Yicnna; the philosopher’s stone is 
the great object of zeal and science ; and those who 
have more reading and capacity than the vulgar, 
have transported their superstition ( shall 1 call it ?) 
or fanaticism from religion to chymistry ; and they 
believe in a new kind of transubstantiation, which 
is designed to make the laity as rich as the other 
kind has made the priesthood. This pestilential pas- 
sion has already ruined several great houses. There 
is scarcely a man of opulence or fashion, that has 
not an alchymist in his service, and even the em- 
peror is supposed to be no enemy to this folly in 
secret, though he has pretended to discourage it in 
publick. r , . 

Prince Eugene was so polite as to shew me his 
library yesterday; we found him attended by Rous- 
seau and his favourite count Bonnevaly who is a 
man of wit, and is here thought' a very bold and 
enterprizing spirit. The library, though not very 
ample, is well chosen ; but as the prince will admit 
into it no editions but what are beautiful and plea- 
sing to the eye, and there arc nevertheless numbers 
of .excellent books that are but indifferently printed, 
this finikin and foppish taste makes many disagree- 
able chasms in this collection. The books are pom- 
pously bound in Turkey leather, and two of the most 
famous bookbinders of Paris were expressly sent for 
to do this work. Bonneval pleasantly told me that 

■there were several quartos on the art of war, that were 
bound with the skins of spahis and janizaries; and 
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this jest, 'which was indeed elegant, raised a smile of 
pleasure on the grave countenance of the famous 
warrior, llie prince, who is a connoisseur \n the fine 
arts, shewed me with particular pleasure the famous 
collection of portraits, that formerly belonged to 
Fouquet, and which he purchased at an excessive . 
price. He has augmented it with a consiilerable num- 
ber of new acquisitions, so that he has now in bis 
possession such a collection in that kind as you will 
scarcely find in any ten cabinets in Europe; If 1 told 
yon the number, yon would' say that 1 make an 
indiscreet use of the permission to lie, which is 
more or less given to travellers by the indulgence 
of the candid. * , r ■ - ‘ . 

Count Tarrocco is j ust come in : — he is the only 
person I have excepted this morning in my general < 
order to receive no .company. — I think I see you 
smile, — I but I am not so far gone as to stand in need 
of absolution ; though, as the human heart is deceit- 
ful, and the count very agreeable, yon may think 
that, even though I should not want an absolution, 

I would nevertheless be glad to have an indnlgence. 
•-—No such thing. — However, as 1 am a heretick, 
and ypn no confessor, 1 shall make no declarations 
on this head. — The design of the count’s vNit is a 
ball j— more pleasure. • — I shall be surfeited. 

Adieu, etc. 
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LV. ^To Mr. P . 

September i, 1717. 

w as2f I wrote to yon last, Belgrade was in the 
hands of the Turks ;'bnt, at this present moment, it 
has changed masters, and is in the hands of the Im- 
perialists. A janizary, who, in nine days, and yet 
without any wings but what a panick terror seems 
to have furnished, arrived at Constantinople from 
• the army of the Turks before Belgrade, brought Mr. 

W the news of a compleaf victory obtained by 

the Imperialists, commanded by prince Eugene, over 
the Ottoman troops. It is said the prince has dis- 
covered great conduct and v.'i^our in this action, and 
1 am particularly glad that the voice of glory and 
duty has called him from the— ( here scveralwords 
of the manuscript are effaced ). — Two days after 
the battle the town surrendered. The consternation 

I 

which this defeat has occasioned here is inexpressi- 
ble ; and the sultan, apprehending a revolution from 
the resentment and imugnatiou of the peoj^e, fo- 
mentedby certain leaders, has begun his precautions, 
after the goodly fashion of this blessed government, 
by ordering several persons to be strangled, who 
were the objects of his royal suspicion. He has also 
ordered his treasurer to advance some months pay 
to the janizaries, which seems the less necessary, us 
their conduct has been bad in this campaign, and 
their licentious ferocity seems pretty well tamed by 
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the pablick ccmtempt. Sach of them as retnm in 
Straggling and fngitive p.irties to the metropolis, 
have not spirit nor credit enough to defend them-^ 
selves from the insults of the mob ; the very children 
taunt them, and the populace spit in their faces as 
they pass. They refused during the battle to lend 
their assistance to save the baggage and the military 
chest, which, however, were defended by the pachas 
aud their retinue, while the janizaries and spahis 
were nobly employed in plundering their own camp. 

You see here that I give yon a very handsome 
return for your obliging letter. You entertain me 
with a most agreeable accoilnt of your amiable con^ 
nexions with men of letters and taste, and of the de<>' 

' licions moments you pass jn their society under the 
rural shade .; and 1 exhibit to yon in return the bar* 

< barons spectacle of .Turks and Germans cutting one 

another’s throats. But what can you expect from 
such a country as this, from which the Muses have 
fled, from which letters seem eternally banished, and 
in which yon see, in private scenes, nothing pursued 
as happiness, but the refinements of an indolent vo- 
luptuousness, and where those, who tact upon the 
publick theatre live ip. uncertainty, suspicion, and ' 
terror.^ Here pleasure, to which I am no enemy when 
it is properly, seasoned and of a good composition, 
is surely of the cloying khid. Yeins . of .wit, . elegant 
conversation, easy commerce, are unknown among 
the Turks ; and yet they .s^em capable of all these; 
if the vile .spirit of their government; did • not stifle 
' genius, damp..cnriosity, and suppress a hundred pas<r 
sions^that embeUish and rendei^ life agreeable. The 
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lascioas passion of the seraglio is the only one almost 
that is gratified here to the foil ; but it is blended • 
so with the surly spirit of despotism in one of the . 
parties!, and with the dejection and anxiety which 
this spirit produces in the other, that to one of my 
way of thinking it cannot appear othei-lvise than as 
a very mixed kind of enjoyment. The women here 
are not^ indeed, so closely confined as many have 
related ; they enjoy a high degree of liberty, even 
in the bosom of servitnde, and they have methods of 
evasion and disguise that are very favourable to gal> 
lantry : but after all, they are still under uneasy ap^ 
prehensions of being discovered ; and a discovery 
exposes them to the most merciless rage of jealousy, 
which is here a monster that cannot be satiated but 
with blood. The magnificence and riches that reign 
in the apartments of the ladies of fashion here, seem 
to be one of their chief pleasures, joined with their 
retinue of female slaves, whose musick, dancing and^ 
dress amuse them highly. — But thei« is sn#ih an air 
of form and stiffness amidst this grandenr, as hinders 
it- from pleasing me at long tnn,' however I was 
dazzled with it at first sight. This stiffness and for> 
maHty of manners are peculiar to the Turkish ladies ; 
for the Grecian belles are of quite' another character 
and complexion ; with them pleasure appears inmore 
engaging forms, and their persons, Utanners, conver- 
sation, and amusements are very far from being des- 
titute of elegance and ease. ' ' ' 

I received- the news of Mt. Addison’s being de- i 
elared secretary of • state with the less surprize, in 
that I'know'that post waif almost offered to him be- 
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fore. At that-time he declined if^ and I really l>clieve. 
that he wotdd httye done well to have declhaed it now. > 
snoh a post as that, and such a w'ife as the countess 
do not seem to he, in prudence, eligible for a mad) 
that is osthraatlch, and we may see the day when ho^ 
will be heartily glad 40 resign, them both. It is well', 
that he laid: aside .(he ’’thoughts of the volnminont 
dictionary of which 1< have heard you or somebody) 
else freqnently make mention. Bnt nO more oh that 
snbject; I would not<bave said- so much, were I ^ 
not assured that this letter will come safe and un-1 
opened to hand, llong mnch to tread npon English-; 
ground, that I may see yon and Mr. Congreve^ who i 
render that- ground classick ground ; nor will you 
refuse onrpresent secretary a part of that merit, whatri 
ever reasons you may haive to be .dissatisfied with him 
in other respects. To.n are the three happiest pOels I 
ever heard'of ; one a secretary of state, the other en--' 
joying leisure with dignity in two lucrative employ- 
ments ; and you, though your religion.'-- profession is 
an obstacle to court promotion, and disqualilics you 
from filling civil employments, have fpund.the phi- 
losopher’s stone, since by making the Iliad pass 
through your poetical crucible into an English form, 
without losing anght of its original beauty, you have 
drawn the golden current of Pactolns to Twickenham. 
I call this finding the philosopher’s stone, since you 
alone found out the secret, and nobody else has got 

into it. A — n and T-r 1 tried it, but their experi*« 

nients failed, apd they lost, if not their money, at 
lea.st a certain portion of their fame in the trial — 
while you touched the mantle of the divine hard^ 
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and iimbibed • his spirit. 1 hope we shall have di« 
Ody^ey sodh from yonr' happy hand^ andl think I' 
shair follow with singular pleasure the traveller 
Ulysses, who was an observer of men and manners^' 
when he travels in your harmonious numbers. I love' 
bun much better than the hot-headed son of Peleus, 
who bullied his general, cried’for his mistress, and so" 
on. It is true, the excellence of the' Iliad does not 
dlepend upon his 'merit or dignity; but T wish nc-' 
vertheless that'Hombr had chosen a hero Somewhat 
less pettish' and less fantastick'; a perfect hero is chi- 
merical and-unnatnral, and cotisequently uninstrnc- 
tive 5 but- it is also true that while the epick hero, 
ought to'be drawn with the infirmities that are thc- 
lot of humanity, he' ought never to be represented 
as extremely absurd. But it- becomes me ill- to play 
the critick ; so I take my ledVe of you for this time, 
and desire you will believe me, with the highest es-‘ 
teenl, - ' • • Yours, etc, " 


V I > . ./ ■ , I — 

• ' LVI. To THE Countess op .Ct) 

t » « , * * . • 

Saturday.,— Florence- - J 

I , • . . ^ . Mi - . I 

SET out from Bologna the moment I had finished | 
the letter 1 wrote yon on monday last, and shall now 

‘ (i) As this letter is the supplement to a preceding' 
one, which is not come to the hands of the editor, it 
was, probably on tliat account, sent witltont a date. It 
seems evidently to have been -written after lady M. W. M. 
had fixed her residence in Italy. - ' ' 
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contintte «o inform yoa of' the things thiatt haire stthckf 
me mostani.thia iesmuraion.' Sad-'roads^^^hilty and 
rocky-^betweett Bolo^a and Piereoznola. Betweeii 
this latter -place and -Florence, I' -vrcnt ont of my 
road to, visit the monastery, of- '^hich'il 
of French' origin,' and one of the most 'anstere ah*^ 
self-denying ordvs.I have. met with. In this 'gldbm^ 
retreat -.k ,ga.te^ me. pad h to observe the infatuatiotl 
of- men .who. have devootly rednced tliemselves’to d 
much, worse conditibh ithan that of .the beasts. Folly 
you seeiis the ldt of hnmanity, whether rf'ai'iSes in 
the flowery paths of pleasure, or the' thorny 'ones of 
an ill-judged devotion; Bnt of thq tt^o'SOrVs 'of fools’, 
1 shall always-think that the merry ‘one has-the‘most 
eligibleddte ; and 1 cannot well forth a hotioh'df th'lif 
spiritnaL and exstatiok, joy that is mixed with'ttighs^ 
gtoans, hunger and'thiiWt, and the dthercomplicati^ 
misovies of -monastidt. 'discipline. It is '4' strange -wny 
of going to work'for happines.S 4 - to eicite"ai''enmity 
between sonl and body, which nathrife Shd'Providencb 
have designed to live' togbiher in union and fri'end- 
ship, and which we oapnot se^-rate I^lc man ahd’wift 
when they happen 'to disagree. The ptbfbimd 'Silence 
that is enjoined npon the monks of let 'trappe'^ 
is a singhlar circamstance of their tihsociable land 
unnatantl discipline ; and were this injunction never 
to be dispensed with^ it would be heedless to' vTsii 
them in any other character than as a collection of 
slatnes : but the superior of the convent suspended 
in our favonr that rigorous law, and allowed one of 
the mutes to converse with me, and answer a few 
discreet questions. He told 'me that the monks of 
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thi«-pr4w‘''^ ’Fraiv^are sdli more austere than those 
0 ^ ^taly^ .as-JJviy wver taste wine, flosli,- fishy or eggs, • 
but ,l«ve entirely, upon .vegetables. The story that is 
tolfl of the institution of this order is 'remarkable, 
fp]i^is'well,att^st^d,.'if. joy. information be goodl Its 
gamier. was ja. 'French'! nobleman whose' name was 
,Rancd^ a man i>f 'pleasure and gal- 
lantry,: which, were converted into the decp^t gloom 
of,, de votipo, Jay i'thc < following /incident.* < His 'affairs 
obliged him' to' absent hunsiialfvfora'ome-tune,.from 
a lady ;with whom he had lined in thfe most intimate 
and tender connexions of successful love. At his 
return to Paris, he proposed to surprize her agreeably, 
and,, at the same -time <to satisfy his<own impatient 
deed's. of seeing her^ hy going. .directly and' without 
ceremony to, her apartment by a .back stair which he 
was vv;eU acquainted with.»^Bat think of the spectacle 
that presented itself to him<at his entrance into the 
chamber that had. so often been the scene of love’s 
highest captures j. his mistress dead — dead of the 
smafl-pox — <lisfigqred' beyond expre.sfioa-''a loath- 
S0;mc.,nrass of {nitrified mattery — and the surgeon 
separating the head from the' body, because the 
coffin had heen-mad# too short! He stood for a 
moment motionless in amazement,- and filled widi 
horror — and dien retired from the world, shut 
himself np in the convent of ia Trappe^ where he 
passed the remainder of his days in the most crncl 
and disconsolate devotion — Let us quit this sad 
subject. .. 

I must not forget to tell yon that before I OJme 
to this monastery, 1 went to see the burning monn- 
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tain near Fierenznola, of which the naturalists speak 
m a great curiosity. The flame it sends forth is wi- 
thout smoke , and resembles brandy set on fire. The 
ground about it is well cultivated, and the fire ap- 
pears only in one spot where there is a cavity whose 
circumference is small, hut in it are several crevices 
whose depths are unknown. It is 'remarkable that 
'when a piece of wood is thrown into this* cavity, 
though it cannot pass through the crevices, yet 
it is consumed in a moment; and that,' though 
the ground about it be perfectly cold, yet* if a stick 
be rubbed with any force against it, it'etnits a flame 
which, however, is neither hot nor durable like that 
of the volcano. If yon desire a more circumstantial 
account of this phenomenon, and have made a suffi- 
cient progress in Italian to' read father Carazzi’s de- 
scription of it, yon need not be at ‘a los4, for' I have 
sent this description to Mr. F ■ * , and you have 

only to ask it of him. After observing the volcano^ I 
scrambled up all the neighbouring hills, partly on 
horseback, partly on foot, but could find no vestige 
of fire in any of them, though common report would 
make one believe that they all contain volcanos. 

' ,1 hope’ you have not taken it in your head to 
expect from me a' description of the famous gallery 
here, wfiere I -arrived on ihursday at noon^ this 
would be requiring a volume instead of a letter! 
besides, I'have as yet seen but a part’6f this imilnense 
treasure^ and I propose employing some weeks more 
to'hurvey the' whole. You cannot imagine ’any si- 
tuation more -agiyeable than Florence. It lies in a 
fertile ahd Smiling valley watered by Ae Arno, which 
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raas through the city, and nothing can surpass the 
beauty and magnificence of its poblick bipildings, 
particularly the cathedral, whose grandeur filled me 
with astonishment. The palaces, squares, fountains, 
statues, bridges, do not only carry an aspect full of 
elegance and greatness, but discover a taste quite 
different in kind from that which reigns in the pa- 
blick edifices in other countries. The more I see of 
Italy, the more I am persuaded that the 'Italians 
have a style ( if I may use that expression ) in every 
thing, which distinguishes them almost essentially 
from all other Europeans. Where they have got it,— 
whether from natural genius or ancient imitation and 
inheritance, 1 shall not examine ; but the fact is cer- 
tain. 1 have been bat one day in the gdllery, that 
amazing repository o^ the most precious remains of 
antiquity, and which alone is sufficient to immorta- 
lize the illnstrious house of Medicis , by whom it was 
built and enriched as we now see it. 1 was so impa- 
tient to see the famous Venus of Medicis, that I went 
hastily through six apartments in order to get a 
sight of this divine figure, purposing, when 1 bad 
satisfied this ardent cariosity ^ to return and view 
the rest at my.leii^ure. As 1 indeed passed. through 
jthe great room which cpntains the aucieut statues, I 
was stopped short at viewing ,the Antinoos, which 
they, have placed near that of Adrian, to, revive th« 
remembrance of their preposterous loves^ y/hich I 
auppose the FJureutines rather look upqn as.an ob- 
ject of envy than of horror and disgust. This statue, 
like that of the Venus of Medicis, ,spur»» description : 
such figure my eyjcs never beheld.^! now un- 
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derstand that Ovid’S comparing a fine 'fvoman to a 
Atatue, t^hich I formerly thought a very 4isobliging 
similitude, was the nicest and highest pifce of flat- 
tery. llhe Autinons is entirely naked; all its parts 
are bigger than nature ; hut the whole, taken toge- 
ther, and the fine attitude of the'fignre, carry sach 
an expression of ease, elegance, and grace, as no 
words can describe. When I saw the Venus, I was 
wrapped in wonder, — and I could not help casting 
a thought back upon Autinons. They ought to be 
placed together: they are worthy of each other. — If 
marble could see and feel, the separation might be 
prudent ; — if it could only see , it would certainly 
lose its coolness and learn to feel; and^ in such a 
case, the charms of these two figures would produce 
an effect quite opposite to that of the Gorgon’s head, 
which turned flesh into stone. Did I pretend to des- 
cribe to you the Venus, it would only set your ima- 
gination at work to form ideas of her figure, and your 
ideas would no more resemble that figure, than the 

Portuguese face of miss N who has enchanted 

our knight, resembles the sweet and graceful coun- 
tenance of lady , his former flame. The descrip- 

tion of a face or figure is a needless thing, as it never 
conveys a true idea ; it only gratifies the imagina- 
tion ytith a fantastick one, until the real one is seen. 
So, my dear, if you have a mind to form a true 
notion of the divine forms and features of the Venus 
and Antinous, come to Florence. 

I wolild be glad to oblige you and your friend 
Vertue,'by executing your commission with respect 
to the sketches of Raphael’s cartoons at Hampton- 
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Court ; but I cannot do it to my sjitisfactlon., I haye, 
indeed, seen, in tbe grand duke’s collection, four 
pieces id ivhich that wonderful artist had thrown 
freely from his pencil the first thoughts and rude 
lines of some of those compositions ; and as the first 
thoughts of a great genius are precious, these pieces 
attracted my curiosity in a particular manner : but 
when I w'ent to examine them closely, 1 found them 
so damaged and effaced^, that they did not at all 
answer my expectation. Whether this be owing to 
negligence or envy, I cannot say : 1 mention the 
latter, because it is notorious that many of the 
modern painters have discovered ignoble marks of 
envy at a view of the inimitable productions of the 
ancientsi Instead of employing their art to preserve 
die master-pieces of -antiquity, they have endeavoured 
to destroy and efface many of them. 1 have seen with 
my own eyes an evident proof of this at bologna, 

' where the greatest part of the paintings in fresco 

on the walls of the convent of St. Michael in Bosco, 
done by the Carracci and Guido Keni, have been 
rained by the painters, who, after haying copied 
some of tbe finest heads, scraped them almost entirely 
out with nails. Thus you see nothing is exempt from 
human malignity. 

’ The word malignity, and a passa|;e in your letter, 

call to my mind the wicked wasp ol Twickenham : his 
lies affect me now no more ; they will be all as much 
' despised as the story of the seraglio an^ the hand- 

kerchief, of which I am persuaded he was the only 
inventor. That man has a malignant and ungenerous 
heart; and he is base enough to assume the mask of 
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a moralist, in order to decry hnman nature, and to ' 
give a decent vent to his hatred of man* and'^ woman 
kind. — But I must quit this contemptible subject on 
which a just indignation ^ould render my pen so fer-'^ 
tile, that, after having fatigued you with a long letter^ 

I should surfeit you with a supplement twice as long. 
Besides, a. violent head-ach advertises me that it is" 
time to lay down my pen and get me to bed. I shall 
say some things to yOuin my next, that I would have 
you impart to the strange man as from yourself.. My 
mind is at present tolerably quiet: if it were as dead 
to sin, as it is to certain connexions, I should be a 
great saint. Adieu, my dear madam. 

Tours very affectionately^ etc. 


LVII. To Mr. P— 

X HA.VE been running about Paris at a strange rate 
with iny sister, and strange sights have we seen. They 
are, at least, strange sights.to me ; for, after having 
been accustomed to the gravity of the Turks, ! can * 
acarcely look with an.easy and familiar aspect at the ’ 
levity and agility of the airy phantoms thatvare dan- 
cing about me here, and I often think that I am at 
a^puppet-shew .amidst .the representations of real • 
life. I stare prodigiously, but nobody remarks it, , 
jTor every body stares here ; staring \& a la mode—^ 
there is a sure of attention interet^.^i sure of 
cnriosity, a stare of. expecution, a sUre of surprize; ‘ 
and it would greatly amuse you to .see what trifling* 
objects excite all this staring. Thii sUring would have 
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rather a solemu kind of air, were it not alleviated by 
grinning; for at the end of a stare there comes always 
a grin, and very commonly the entrance of a gentle- 
■anan or a lady into a room is accompanied with a 
grin , which is designed to express complacence and 
social |)leasare, but really shews nothing more than 
n certain contorsion of muscles that must make 

f 

' a stranger laugh really, as they langh ardhcially. The 
French grin is equally remote from the cheerful se- 
renity of a smile, and the cordial mu'lh of an honest 
English horse-laugh. 1 shall not perhaps stay here 
long enough to form a just idea of French manners 
and characters, though this 1 believe would require 
but little study, as there is no great depth in either. 
It appears, on a superficial view, to be a'frivolous, 
restless, and agreeable people. The abbot is my 
guide, and I could not easily light upon a better ; he 
tells me-that here 'the women form the character of 
the men; and I am convinced in the persuasion of 
this by every company into which 1 enter. There 
' seems here to be no intermediate state between in- 
fancy and manhood; for as soon as the boy has quit 
his leading-strings , he set agog in the world : the 
ladies are his tutors; they make the first impressions, 
which generally remain, and they render the men 
ridicnlons by the imitation of theif ’Humours and 
graces ,80 that dignity in manners is a rare thing here 
before the age of sixty. Does- not- king David say 
somewhere, that man 'walketH' in a main skew? 
I think he does, and 1 am snre this is peculiarly true ’ 
of the Frenchman. — But he walks metrily, and seems ■ 
to enjoy 'the vision ; and may- -he -hot -therefore be' 
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esteemed more happy than many of our solid think- 
ers, whose brows are furrowed by deep reflection, and 
-whose wisdom is so of ten doathed with a rusty mantle 
of spleen and vapours ? 

What delights me most here is a view of the ma- 
gnificence, often accompanied \^ith taste, that reigns 
in the king’s palaces and gardens ; for, though I 
don’t admire much the architecture, in which there 
is great irregularity and want of proportion, yet the 
statues, paintings, and other decorations afford me 
high entertainment.' One of the. pieces of antiquity, 
that struck me most in the gardens of ‘Versailles, waa 
the famous colossean statue of Jnpitnr, the wo 4 ^ 
manship of Myron, which Mark Anthony oairi^d 
away from Samos, and Augustus ordered to be pla- 
ced in the Capitol. It is of Parian marble, and though 
it has suffered in the min of time, it .still pre.serves 
striking lines of majesty. But surely, if marble could 
feel, the God would frown with a generou.s indigna- 
tion to see himself transported from tlie Capitol into 
a French garden-: and after having received the ho- 
mage of the roman emperors, who laid their laurels 
at his feet when they returned from their conquests, 
to behold now nothing but frizzled beaus passing by 
him with indifference. * ; ' ‘ 

‘ ’"I propose setting out soon from this place,^'o that 
you are to expect no more letters from this side 
the water; besides, 1 am hurried to death, and my 
head swims writh that vast variety of objects whiclilarp 
obliged to view with such rapidity, the shortness of 
toy time not allowing me to examine them at my lei- 
sure; There js here' an excessive protUgality of orna- 
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mentfl and decorations, that is just the opposite ex* 
treme to what appears in onr royal gardens : this pro- 
digality is owing to the levity and inconstancy of the 
"F rench taste, which always pants after something new, 
and thn^ heaps ornament upon ornapient without 
end or measure. It is time, however, that 1 should 
pat an end to my letter; so I wish yon good night. 

And am, etc. 


LVIII. To THE COUITT , 

, . Translated from the French. 

charmed, Sir, with your ohllging letter; and 
•yon may perceive by the largeness of my paper, that 
I intend to give pnnctnal answers to all your <pies> 
tions, at least if my French will permit me; for, as 
it is a language 1 do not understand to perfection, so 
1 much fear that, for want of expressions, I shall be 
quickly obliged to Anish. Keep in mind, therefore, 
^at 1 am writing in a foreign language, and be snre 
to attribute all the impertinences and triflings drop- 
ping from my pen, to the want of proper words for 
(leclaring my thoughts, but by no means to dolness 
or natural levity. ' • 

These conditions being thus agreed and settled^ I . 
Legin with telling you that you have a true notion 
of the alcoran, concerning -vvhicl^ the Greek priests 
( who are the greatest scoundrels in the universe ) 
have invented out of their own heads a thousand ri- 
diculous stories, in order to decry the law of Ma- 
homet j to run it down, I say, without any exami* 
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'B4tlofi,‘ or so much'as'IctHilg people "read 'It; 

being afraid thaflf bfcgan’to silt tbe defects 

'6f die alcoran, tHey'mgbr not ‘stop there, but pro- 
ceed t6 make use of tHeir judgment about tlieir o'wn 
legends and ‘fictio'iii4."Ih'’e‘ffeclf^^Her^‘ is ndlhing so 
'like as 'tb'^ fables ’ of tlie Greeks and ot the 'Maho- 
metans !; and 'the ‘last h*ave ‘multitudes of saints, at 
Tvhdse tombs 'miracles are by ‘them said to 'be daily 
perfornied ; tidr are 'tHe aceounts" of t'he lives of 
those blessed Mussulmans''"mach less stuffed with 
'extravagancies than the spiritual romances of the 
Creek papas. , . * ^ 

“* As to'youi^ next enquiiy, 1 assure you it is cer- 
tainly false, though commonly believed in our parts 
'of the world, that Mahomet excludes wpmen from 
any share in a future happy state. He was top much 
a gentleman, and loved the fair sex too well, to, use 
them so barbarously. On the contrary, he promises a 
▼ery fine paradise to the Turkish women. He says, 
indeed, that this paradise will be a separate pfa^e 
from that of iheir husbands; but I fancy the most 
part of them won’t Ijke it the worse for that, and 
that 'the regret of this separation will not render 
their' paradise the less agreeable. It remains to tell 
you that the virtues which Mahoi;uet requires of the 
women, to merit the enjoyment of future happiness, 
are not to live in such a manner as to become use- 
less to the.worId,hut to employ themselves, as much 
as possible, in making little Mussulmans. The virgins 
who die virgins and the widows who marry not 
again, dying in mortal sin, are excluded out of para- 
dise; for w’oraen, says he, not being capable to ma- 
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. x»geJtlM ^airs oi atate^ nor .to support tHe fatigues 
gf war,, God apt ordot'ed theni to govern or «• 
form tlie vtprid ; but he has entcnsted them wi^h an 
^p.fiice v>hicb,.fa ,hpt. less; honourable, even that of 
^multiplying the humaa riice; jnd sqch ,fis,,put of 
malice or l^zioess^ do not make it their bu^iness^to 
.bear or to breed children, fulfil not the. duty of their 
vocati(^n, apd rebel .against the command^ ,of God. 
.^He^jVre n^axlms, lor^yqu, prodigiously contrai’y.to 
those of your convents. What will become of your 
^St. Githannes, your St. Theresas, your St., Claras, 
and the whole bead-roll of your holy virgins an^ 
widows, who, if they are to be judged by thi.s system 
of virtue, will be found to have been infamoxu 
creatures^ that passed their whole lives in a most 
^abominable libertinism? 

’ '' I’khow not what your thoughts may be coucerning 
‘a’ ’doctrine so extraordinary with respect to us ; but 
Tl carl' truly inform' you. Sir, that the Turks arer not 
'"io, ignorant as we, fancy them to be, in matters of 
politicks or philosophy, or even of gallantry. It is 
trne that military discipline, such as now practised 
in Christendom, does not mightily suit them. Along 
peace has plunged them into an universal sloth. Con- 
tent with their condition, and accustomed to bound- 
less luxury, they' are become great enemies to all 
manner of fatigues.' Bo t to make amends, the sciences 
flourish among them. The effendis ( that is to say, 
the learned men ) do very well deserve this name : 
they have no more faith in the inspiration of Maho- 
met, than in the infallibility of the pope. They make 
a frank profession of deism among themselves, or 





1 


Ol- LADY MONTAGUE. 445 

*0 thpse th^^Qan t^ust,.and neyerapeak pfthe law 
bntas of a poUtickin.stitntipn,/U:n.ow po be observed 
by wise raea, however at first iatrp4af:^ by pp^ty- 

) • r# 1 U ^ ‘ * C 

I think I b.av,e tqli 4 ,ypa 
:^at,Bel^rade we Ipdgc^ wi^ 
a great aud rich effendi, a man of v.it.and. learning, 
and of a very agreeable humour^ .Wq.wexp,; in fii* 
hoase about a month, and qppstantly jojl 

with us, drinking wine without any sci^uple. Ap I raj^ 
lied him a little on this subject, he anjfwer^d me, 
smiling, that all creatures in the world were made 
for the pleasure of man, and that Uod would n^t^ 
have let the vine grow, were it a sin to taste of itf 
juice: but that, nevertheless,, the .law which forbid^ 
the use of it to the vulgar was very, wise, because 
such sort of folks have not sense enough io take it 
with moderation. This effendi appeared no stranger 
to the parties that prevail among us. ;.nay, he seemed 
to have some knowledge of onr religions disputes, 
and even of our writers : .and 1 was surprized to hear 
him' ask, among other things, how. Mr. Toland did. 

My paper , large as it is, draws towards an end- That 
I may not go beyond its limits, f must leap from ri^r 
ligion to tulips, concerning which you ask me news. 
I Their mixtnre produces surprizing effects ; but wbat 
I is to be observed most surprizing, is tbe experi- 
ments of which yon speak concerning animals, and 
which is tried here every day. The suburbs of Pera, 
Jophana, and Galata, are collections of strangers from 
all countries of the universe. They have so often 
intermarried, that this forms several races of people. 


cians and enthusiasts. 

I- * 

iri remember right, 
some former letter, that 
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^‘e o^dd^t iinaginkSle. TKere is not one single family 
of native^ that i^tv itself on linmfxe^ 

Tou 'freqdihtly a person whose father’ was horn, 

a Grecian, the mother an Itahan, this granS-fathfer' a 
Trendamra, "thV grand-mbfher an A*fm’enian/and 
their ‘ih'cestdrs English', Mtiscovftes, Asia ticks, eti?." " 

; "^Thrs^lxttire pb‘6duc^‘ creatures more extj:aordi- 
hary thah'ybu can imagine: n^or cdiild ^ ever* doubt 
bdt th‘ereWVerfe ^e’^erardifferentspecics,ofiien; since 
' the whitea, th^Vodlly and the long-haired blacfe^^ 
•the small-i^ed I’attars Chinese, the beardless 
Brasilians^ add' ('to name ho more) the oily-sluiine<]l 
yellow Nova-ZeihSUarisV have as specific^, differences 
tinder the* salne’geheral'kihd^^ greyhounds!, masr 
tiffs, spaniels', bdll-dogs/^and the raiie of iiiy little 
Diana!^ 'if nobody ’ is offeiided at ‘ the .^comparison. 
Now, as the various interihixihg of these latter ahi- 
mats causes munmwls, so mankind nave their mun- 
grds too,' divided ah*d subdivided into'eu'dless sorts. 
We have daily pr6dfs» of li here, as I told you lief^bre. 
In the same atiiinal is' not sddom reinaVKed t*he Greeli ^ 
perfi^Oushess^ the Italian ‘ diffidence^ ’ llie * Spaipsii 
arrogance, the Vrerich loquacity, and all ora sudden 
/he is seized with a fit of English thoughtfiiWess, 
bordering* a* littte updh dulhess, which many of hs 
have inhented’frora the stnoldity of our Saxon pror 
gehitors. But the family "which charms me most, is 
that which proceeds from the fantastical conjunction 
of a Dutch male with a'Greek female.^ As these are ha-* 
ture’s opposite in extremes, ’tls a pleasure to observe 
how the differing atoms are perpetualj^, jarring to- 
gether in the children ^ even so as to pi^oduce effects 
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visible in their external form. They have the large 
black eyes of the country, with the fat, white, lishy 
flesh of Holland, and a lively air streaked with dul- 
ness. At one and the same time, they shew that love 
of expensiveness, so universal among the Greeks, 
and an inclination to the Dutch frugality. To give 
an example of this, young women ruin thcmselvea 
to purchase jewels for adorning their heads, while 
they have not the heart to buy new shoes, or rather 
slippers for their feet, which are commonly in a 
tattered condition; a thing so contrary to the taste 
of our English women, that it is for shewing how 
neatly their feet are dressed, and for shewing this 
only, they are so passionately enamoured with their 
hoop-petticoats. I have abundance of their singulari- 
ties to comrannitate to you, but I am at the end 
both of my French and my paper. 


Concernin g Monsieur de la Rochefou- 
cauld’s Maxim: « That Alarriage .is 
« sometimes convenient^ hut, never de- 
« lightfiil. » • • • 

I I • « •. • *» . * • 

T may be thought a 'presumptuous attempt j^n mo 
to controvert a maxim advanced by such a celebra- 
ted genius as monsieur de la Rochefoucaahly and 
received with such implicit faith by .fi nation,, >\’hicb 
boasts of superior politeness to the rest of the w orld, 
and which for a long timejpast has, pi;escribed the 
rules of gallantry to all Europe. . ' > . . 

Nevertheless, prompted by that ^ar.dpur yi'hirb' 
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trath inspires, I dare to maintain the contrary, and 
resolntely insist that there are some marriages for- 
med by love, which may be delightful, where the 
affections are sympathetick. Nature has presented 
' us with pleasures suitable to our species, and we 
need only to follow her impulse, refined by taste 
and exalted by a lively and agreeable imagination, 
in order to attain the most perfect felicity of which 
human nature is susceptible. Ambition, avarice, va- 
nity, when enjoyed in the most^ exquisite perfec- 
'tion, can yield but trifling and tasteless pleasures, 
which will be too inconsiderable to affect a mind of 
'delicate sensibility. * 

We may consider the gifts of fortune as so many 
steps necessary to arrive at felicity, which we can 
never attain, being oblige^ to set hounds to our 
desires, and being only gratified with some of her 
frivolous favours, which are nothing more than the 
torments of life, when they are considered as the 
necessary means to acquire or preserve a more 
, exquisite felicity. 

'fhis felicity consists alone in friendship founded 
on mutual esteem, fixed by gratitude, supported by 
inclination, and animated by the tender solicitudes 
of Love, whom the ancients have admirably descri- 
bed under the"' appearance of a beautiful infant ; it is 
pleased with infantine amusements ; it is delicate and 
affectionate,' incapable of mischief, delighted with 
trifleij; its pletisnres are gentle and innocent. 
'"They have given a very different representation 
of another passion too gross to he mentioned, hut 
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tliey have described nader the figure a satyr, who 
has more of the brute than of the man in his com- 
position. By this fabulous animal they have expres- 
sed a passion which is the real foundation of all.the 
fine exploits of modish gallantry, and which only 
endeavours to glut its appetite w'ith the possession 
of the object w'hich is most lovely in its estimation; 
a passion founded in injustice, supported by deceit, 
and attended by crimes, remorse, jealousy, and con- 
tempt. Can such an affection be delightful to a vir- 
tuous mind? Nevertheless such is the delightful at- 
tendant on all illicit engagements ; gallants are obliged 
to abandon all those sentiments of honour which are 
inseparable from a liberal education, and are doomed 
to live wretchedly in the constant pursuit of what 
reason condemns, to have all their pleasures embit- 
tered by remorse, and to be reduced to the deplora- 
ble condition of having renounced virtue, without 
being able to make vice agreeable. 

It is impossible to taste the delights oflove in per- 
fection, but in a well assorted marriage ; nothing be- 
trays such a narrowness of mind as to be governed 
by words. What though custopi, for which good rea- 
sons may be assigned, has made the words husband 
and wife somewhat ridiculons. A husband, in com- 

4 * 

mon acceptation, signifies a jealous brute, a surly 
tyrant: or at be^t a weak fool, who may be made to 
believe any thing. A wife is a domiestick termagant, 
who is destined to deceive or torment the.poor deyil 
of a husband. The conduct of married people in ge- 
neral sufficiently justifies these two characters. 

But, as I said b^ore, why should words impose 
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upon ns ? A wtil regulated marriage is not U^e these 
connections of interest or ambition. A fond conplc, 
attached to each other by mntnal affection, are two 
lovtrswho live happily together. Though thie priest 
pronounces certain words, though the lawyer draws 
up certain instruments ; yet I look on these prepara- 
tives in the same light as a lover considers a rope- 
ladder which he fastens to his mistress's window : if 
, they can but live together, what does it signify by 
what price or by what means their umon is accom- 
plished ? Where love is real and well founded, it is 
impossible to be happy but in the quiet enjoyment 
of the beloved object, and the price at which it is 
obtained does not lessen the vivacity and delights of 
a passion such as my imagination conceives. If I was 
inclined to romance, I would not picture images of 
true happiness in Arcadia. I am not prudish enough 
to confine the delicacy of affection to wishes only. 
I would open my romance with the marriage of a 
couple united by sentiineht^ taste, and incbuadon. 
Can we conceive a higher felicity than the blending 
of their interests and lives in such an union? The 
lover has the pleasure of giving his mistress the last 
testimony of esteem and confidence; and she, in re- 
turn, commits her peace and liberty to his protection. 
Can they exchange more dear and affectionate 
pledges? Is it not natural to give the most incontes- 
table proofs of that tenderness with which our minds 
are impressed? I am sensible that some are so nice 
is to maintain that the pleasures, of love are derived 
froln the dangers and difficulties with which it is 
attended ; they very pertly observe that a rose would 
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„)ap|,Jbe .arose without ihorns. Theve are a thoqsaod 
, insipid remai'ks of this sort, which make so little 
fiinpressiou on me, that I am persuaded, was I a 
. lover, the dread of.injuriug my mistress would .make 
me .uirhappy,j if the.eujoymeat of her was atttEuded 
..with danger to herself. - ^ 

Two married lovers lead very different livest Aey 
have the pleasure to pass their tiuie in a successive 
iuterco.arse of mutual obligations and marks of benc- 
Tolence, and they have the delight to find that each 
, forms,. the. entii'e happiness of the beloved object. 
Herein consists perfect felicity. The most trivial con- 
cerns of mconomy become jioblc and elegant when 
they are^exalted by seufiments of affection: to fur- 
.nish an apartment, is not barely to furnish an apart* 
anent; it is a place where I expect ray lover > to 
.prepare a supper, is rmt merely giving orders to my 
cook.; it is an amusement to regale the object 1 doat 
. pn- In this light, a woman considers these necessaiY 
. occupations as more lively and affecting pleasures, 
than those gaudy sights which amuse the greater part 
of the sex, who are incapable of true enjoyipent. 

A fixed and affectionate attachment softens every 
' emotion of the soul, and rend/;rs every object agree- 
nble which presents it.self to the happy lover ( Imean 
one who is married to his. mistress ). If he exercises 
nny employment, the fatigues of the camp', the trou- 
bles of the court, all become agreeable when he 
reflects that he endures these inconvenl^ces to serve 
the object of his affections. If fortune is favourat^ 
to him., for success does not depend .on merit, all 
the advaalages it proenws fire so many tributes 
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■whicli'he ' thlnks^ du® tO' the ^cHarms of the lovely 
''fair ; and, in gratifying this ' ambition, 'he 'feels a 
• • more lively pleasure, and more worthy of an honeKt 
'man, 'than that of ' raising hrs' fortune and gaining 
pnblick applause^ He enjoys glory, titles, and riches, 
no farther than as they regard her he’ loves ; and 

■ when he attracts the approbktibn of a senate, the 
applause 6f an army, or the commendation' of his 

■ prince, it is her praises which* ultimately flatter 
him. • • ' 

• ‘ In a reverse Of fortune, he has the consolation of 
retiring to one who is'affected by his disgrace; and, 

• locked iu her embrace*, he has' the satisfaction of 
giving utterance to the 'following tender’ reflections : 

« My happiness does 'not depend on the caprice 

• of fortune ; I have a constant asyltun against in- 
.« quietude. Your esteem renders me insensible of the 
■« injust'ce of a court, or the ingratitude of a master, 

'« and uiy losses afford me a kind of pleasure, since 
s they furnish, me 'with fresh proofs of your ivirtue 

* -and affection. Of what use is grandeur to those 
a who are already happy.® We have no need of flat- 
'« terers, we ■want no eq'uipages ; I reign in your 
« affections, and'Ienjoy every delight in the possession 
-« of yonr person. » 

' In short there is ho situation in 'Which melancholy 
may not be assuaged by the company of the beloved 
object. Sickness itself is not without its alleviation, 

‘ when’wq have the pleasure Of being attended by her | 
we love. I should never conclude, if I attempted to 
' give a detail of all the'delights of an attachment 
•wherein we meet wifh every thing which can flatter 


\ 
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llie s^ses with the most Uydy anU iUffusiv« raptures. 

Rat I must not omit taking. notise of the -pleasure, 
of beholding the lovely pledges of a tender friendship, 
daily growing up, and of amusing ourselves, accord- 
ing to our different sexes, in training them to per- * 
feetion. We give way to this agreeable instinct of. 
nature refined by love. In a daughter we praise the 
beauty of her mother; in a son we commend the un- 
derstanding and the appearance of innate probity 
which we esteem in his father. It is a pleasure w'hicb, 
according to Moses, the Almighty himself enjoyed 
when he beheld the work of his hands, and saw' that 
all was good. 

■ Speaking of Moses, I cannot forbear observing 
that the primitive plan of felicity infinitely surpasses i 
all otlters; and I cannot form an idea of paradise, 
more like a paradise, than the state im which onr 
.first parents were. placed : that proved of short.dnra- : A 

tion, because they were nnacquainted with the world, , 
and it is for the same reason that so few love-matches, 
prove happy. Eve was like a silly child, and Adam 
was not much enlightened. When such people come * 
together, their being amorous is to no purpose, for = ' 
their affections must necessarily be short-lived. In ' 
the transports of their love, they form snperuatural 
ideas of each other : the man thinks his mistress an ' 
angel, because she is handsome; and .slie is enraptu- \ 
red with the merits of her lover, because he adores 
her. The first decay of her complexion deprives her ' 
of his adoration; and the husband, being no longer 
an adorer, becomes hateful to her, who had no other 
fouudatioQ for her love. By degrees they grow' dis- 
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gnstfal.to each o^cr, and, after the example of otir 
6rst pafents, they do not fail to reproach each other 
•with the crime of their luatnal imbecility. After in- 
difference, contempt comes apace, and they are con- 
' Vinced that they must hate each other, because they 
are married. Their smallest defects swell in each 
mher’s view, and they grow blind to those charms 
which, in any other object, would affect them. ^ 
commerce founded merely on sensation can be at-‘ 
tendqd with no other consequences. 

A man, when he marries the object of his affec- 
/ tions, should forget that she appears to him adora- 
ble, and shoold consider her merely as a mortal sub- 
ject to disorders, caprice, and ill-temper; he should 
arm himself with fortitude to bear the los^ of her-' 
beanty, and shonld provide himself with- a fund of 
' complaisance which is requisite to support a con- 
% slant interconrse with a person eVen of the highest • 
Understanding and, the greatest equanimity. The 
wife, on the other hand, should not expect a conti- 
nued course of adulation and obedience; she should 
dispose herself to obey in her turn with a good grace; 
a science very difBcnlt to attain, and consequently ’ 
the more estimable in the opinion of a man who is 
sensible of the merit ; she shoold endeavour to revive 
the charms of the mistress by the solidity and good 
sense of the friend. ... 

'When a pair, who entertain such rational senti- 
ments, are united by indissoluble bonds, all nature 
smiles upon them, and the most common appear de- 
lightful. In ray opinion, such a life is infinitely more 
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Ibappy and more voliiptnous than the jnost raTlslilug 
kud best regulated gallantry. . . i . 

•A. woman who is ^capable of reflection can coo** 
aider a gallant in no other light- than that* of a se* 
dncer who would take advantage of her weakness' to 
procnre a momentary pleasure at the expence of her 
glory, her peace, her honour, and perhaps her life. 
A Ughwayman who claps a .pistol to yonr breast, to 
rob you of your purse, is less dishonest ' and less 
guilty ; and 1 have so good an opinion of myself as 
to believe that, if 1 was a man, I should be as capable 
pf assuming the character of an . assassin, as^that of 
defiling an honest woman esteemed in the wodd, and 
happy in her husband, by inspiring her with a pas'> 
fion to which she innst sacrifice her honour, her. 
tranquility, and her virtue, - ' i , 

, should I make her despicable 5 who appears amiable^ 
in my eyes ? should I reward her tenderness by n»a-. 
king her abhorVed by her family, bysTendejpjng her 
ohildrea indifferent to her, and her husband detest-, 
able ? I beKeve that these reflections would 'have ap>^ 
peered to me in as strong a light as if my sex^had 
not' rendered them excusable in such, cases; and It 
hope .that I should liave had more sense* than tth 
ftaagine vice the less vicious because it is the fashion. 

‘ ‘ ' " . ■ . ' j ' * . 1 

, f *», • 34* 

JV. B, I am much pleased with the Turkish man*^ 
ners : a people, though ignorant, yet in my judgment 
extremely polite. A gallant convicted of having .de- 
bauched a married woman is regarded as a pernicious' 
being, and held in the same abhorrence as a prostitute. 
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with'' us. lie is certain of never making his fortune, 
a*d they would deem it scandalous to confer any 
eonsiderable empIoyiUent on a man suspected of 
having committed snch enormous injustice. - 
1 '“What would these moral people think of our anti- 
knights errant, who are ever in pursuit of adventures ' 
to reduce innoceht virgins to distress, and to rob vir- 
tnous women of their honour ; who regard beauty, 
youth, tank, nay virtue itself, as so many incentives 
which enEame their desires, and render their efforts 
tnore eager ; and who, priding themselves in the 
•glory of appearing expert seducers, forget that, with 
all their endeavours, they dan only acquire the se-' 
cond rank in that noble order, the devil having long 
mncc been in possession of the first. 

Otir barbarous manners are 'so well calculated 
for the establishment of vice and wretchedness, which 
' are ever inseparable, that it requires a degree of un- 
derstanding and sensibility infinitely above the com- 
mon to relish the felicity of a marriage such as I have 
described. Nature is 'so weak and so prone to change, 
that it is difficult to maintain the best grounded con- 
stancy in the midst of those dissipations which our 
ndiculbns customs have rendered unavoidable. 

' It must pain an amorous husband' to see his wil? 
take all the fashionable liberties ,it seems harsh not 
to allow them ; and, to be conformable, he is reduced 
to the necessity of letting every one take them that 
wiR, to hear her impart the charms of her under- 
.Stamlittgtoall the world, to 'see her display her bosom 
.w noon day, tobeliold her bedeck herself for the ball 
and for the play, and attract a thousand and a thon- 
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adorers, and listen to the insipid ^ttery of a 
thousand and a thousand ^coxcombs. Is it possible to 
preserve an esteem for such a creature, or, at leasts 
must not her value be greatly diminished hy such a 
4K)inuierce ?• • 

1 must still resort to the maxims of the East, where 

the most beautiful women are content to coniine the 

\ 

power of' their charms to him who. has a right to 
enjoy them ; and they are too sincere not to com* 
fess that' they think themsdves capable . of exciting 
desires. • 

. I recollect a conversation that I had with a lady of 
great quality at Constantinople ( the most amiable 
woman I ever knew in my life, and with whom I after- 
wards contracted the closest friendship ): she frankly 
acknowledged that she was satisfied with her hus- 
band. What libertines I) said she, you Christian ladies 
, are J Yon are permitted to receive visits from as many 
men as you think proper, and your laws allow you 
the unlimited use of love and wine. 1 assured her 
that she was wrong informed, and that it was as 
ci^iinlnal to listen to,, or to love, any other than our 
husbands. « Your husbands are great fools, she re- 
« plied smiling, to be content with so precarious a 
« fidelity. Your necks, your eyes, your hands, your 
« conversation, are all for the publick ; and what do ' 
« yon pretend to reserve for them? Pardon me, my 
<* pretty sultana, she added, embracing me ; 1 have a 
« strong inclination to believe all that you tell me, 
« but you would impose impossibilities upon me. I 
n know the filthiness of the infidels. I perceive that 
a yon are ashamed, and 1 will say no more. H 
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I found so much good sense and propriety in 
what she said^ that 1 knew not how to contradict 
her, 'and at length I acknowledged that she had 
reason to prefer the Mahometan manners to our ri-. 
dicnlons customs, which form a confnsed medley 
of the rigid maxims of Christianity, with all the li- 
bertinism of the Spartans : and notwithstanding onr 
absurd manners, I am persuaded that a woman who 
is determined to place her happiness in her husband’s 
affections, 'should abandon the extravagant desire 
of engaging pnblick adoration; and that a husband, 
who tenderly loves his wife, should, in his torn, give 
up the reputation of being a 'gallant. Ton find that 
I am supposing a very extraordinary pair: it is not 
very snrprizing therefore, that snch an union should 
he uncommon in those countries, where it is requisite 
to conform to established customs in order to be 
happy. 


THE EWD OF TUK LETTEES. 



I 4 



0 


Digi:i.'.' 1 • 



I 


VERSES 

* 

Written in Ae KiKtroHK at Per a, overlookiijg' 

. 1 * 

CoNSTANTijjOPLE, December 26, 1718, 

By Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE. 

Gxv E me, great God, said a little farm^ 

In summer shady, and in winter warm ; 

Where a clear spring gives birth to marm’ring brooks^ 
I5y nature gliding down the massy rocks, 

Not artfully by leaden pipes convey’d. 

Or greatly falling in a forc’d cascade. 

Pure and unsullied winding thro’ the shade> 
All-bounteous Meav’n has added to my pray’r, 

A softer climate and a purer air. 

Our frozen isle now chilling winter binds. 
Deform’d by rains,and rough mth blasting winds ; 
The wither’d woods grow white with hoary frost. 

By driving storms'their verdant beauty lost; 

The trembling birds their leafless covert shun, 

And seek in .distant climes a warmer sun : 

The water-nymphs their silent urns deplore, 

Ev’n Thames benumm’d ’s a river now no more : 
The barren meads no longer yield delight, 

By glisjt riug snows made pahiful to the sight. 

flere summer reigns with one eternal smile, 
Succeeding harvests bless the happy soil. 

Fair fertile fields, to whom indulgent heav’n 
Has ev'ry charm of ev’ry season giv’n ; 

Ro killing cold deforms the beauteous year^ 

The sprhi^gitig llow’rs up coming winter fear ; 
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> Bat as the parent rose decays and dies, , 

The infant bads with brighter coloars rise, 

And with fresh sweets the mother’s scent supplies. 
Near them the violet grows with odours blest. 

And blcoms in more than Tyrian purple drest. 

The rich jonquils their golden beams display, 

And shine in glories emulating da^ 

The piiacefnl groves their verdant leaves retain ; 
The streapis still murmur, undefil’d with rain. 

And tow’ring greens adorn thf fruitful plain. 

The warbling kind uninterrupted sing, 

Warm’d with enjoyments of perpetual spring. 

Here, at my window, I at once survey 
The crouded city and resounding sea ; 

In distant views the Asian mountains rise, 

And lose their snowy summits in the skies : 

Above those mountains proud Olympus’tow’rs, 
The parliamental seat of heavenly pow’rs. 

New to the sight .my ravish’d eyes admire 
Uach gilded crescent and each antique spire ; 

The marble' mosques, beneath whose ample domes 
Fierce warlike saltans sleep in peaceful tombs ; 
Those lofty structures, once the Christian’s boast, 
Their natnes, their beauty, and their honours lost ; 
Those altars bright with gold and sculpture grac’d. 
By barb’rous zeal of savage foes defac’d; 

Sophia alone her ancient name retains, 

Tho’ unbelieving vows her shrine profanes ; 

Where holy saints have died in sacred cells. 

Where monarchs pray’d the frantick dervise dwells.. 
How art thou fall’n, imperial city, low ! 

Where are thy hopes of Roman glory.now ? 

Where are thy palaces by prelates rais’d, 

Where Grecian artists all their skill display’d. 
Before the happy sciences decay’d : 

So vast, that youthful kings might here reside ; 
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So splendid, to content a patriarch’s pride; 
Convents where ehiperors profess’d of old, 

I'heir labour’d piJlai's that their trinmphs told ? 
Vain^itionaments of them that once were f^reat, 
^nnk imdIstiDgaish’d by one common fate ; 

One little spot the tenure small contains, 

Of Greek nobility the poor remains. ^ 

Where other Helens, with like pow’rful charips^ 
Have once engag’d the warring world in arms 
vThose names which royal ancestors can boast, 

'In mean raechanick arts obscurely lost ; 

'Those eyes a second Homer might inspire, 

Vix’d at the loom destroy their useless fire. 

Griev’d at a view which struck upon my mind 
I'lie ^ort-liv’d vanity of human kind, 
in gaudy objects I indulge my siglit. 

And turn where eastern pomp gives ‘gay delight. 
See the vast train in various habits drest, 

By the bright scyniitar and sable Vest, 

The proud vizier distinguish’d o’er the rest; 

Six slaves in gay attire his bridle hold. 

His bridle rich with gems, and stirrnps gold ; 

His sno^ steed adorn’d with costly pride, 

Whole troops of soldiers mounted by his side, 
These top the plumy crest Arabian coursers guide 
With artful duty all decline their eyes, ‘ 

No bellowing shoots of noisy crouds arise ; 
Silence. in solemn state the march attends, 

’Till at the dfead divan the slow procession ends. 

Yet not.these'prospects all profusely gay. 

The gilded navy that adorns the sea, 

The rising city in confusion fair, 

Magnificently form’d irregular ; 

Where woods and palaces at once surprise, 
Cardens on gardens, domes on domes arise. 

And endless beauties tire the wimd’ring eyes ; 
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So sooth my \yisues, or so charm my mind^ 

As this retreat secure from human kind. 

No knave’s successful craft does spleen excite^ 

No coxcomb’s tawdry splendour shocks my sjght^ 
No mob-alarm awakes mv female fear. 

No praise my mind^ nor envy hurts my ear, 

Ev’n fame itself can bardlv reach me here : 
Impertinence with all her tattling train, 
Fair-soundinff flattery’s delicious bane ; , . .i..- •» / 
Censorious folly, noisy party-rage, ' ' / 

The thousand tongues with which she must enggge,'i^ 
Who dares have virtue in a vicious age. . ■ J 
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VERSES 

T O T HK 

Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE; 
By Mr. Pope. 

I. 

I N beauly or wit, 

No mortal as yet 

To qaesti9n your empire has dat’d ; 

, But men of discerning, 

Have thotight that, in learning. 

To yield to a lady was hard. 

IL 

Impertinent schools. 

With musty dull rules, 

Have reading to females denied ; 

So Papits refuse 
Tbe bible to nse^ 

Lest flocks should be wise as their guide. 

^ III. 

f 

'Twas a woman at first, 

(Indeed she was curst) 

In knowledge that tasted delight ; 

And sages agree. 

The law should decree 
To the first poaaessor the right. 

33 V 
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IV. 

Then bravely, fair dame, 
Renew the <»ld claim. 

Which to yonr whole sex does belong. 

' And let them receive 

From a second bright Eve, 
n»e knowl/;dge of right and of wrong. 

/ V. 

But if the first Eve 
Hard doom did receive. 

When only one apple had she, 

■What a punishment new • 

' Shall be found out for you, 

Who tasting have robb'd the whole tree? 
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Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE. 


TOWN ECLOGUESfo. 

MONDAY. 

I 

R GHANA, or The Drawing-room. 

R o X A n A from the court retiring late, • 

Sigh'd her soft sorrows at St. James’s gate. 

Such heavy thoughts lay brooding iu her breast. 

Not her own chairmen with more weight oppress’d : 
They groau the cruel load they’re doom’d to bear; 
She in these gentle sounds express’d her care. 

« Was it for this, thatl these roses wear. 

For this new set the jewels for my hair ? 

Ah, princess ! with. what zeal have I piirsn’d ' 

Almost forgot the duty of a prude. 

Thinking I never could attend too soon. 

I’ve miss’d my prayers, to ^et me dress'd by noon. 

I 

(i) Of these six eclogues, four only were written by 
lady Mary Wor^’ey Montague, Thui’sday, the Bassbttb 
Table, and Friday, the Toilette, being the Produce' 
tions of Mr. Pope and Mr. Gay. 
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For thee, ah ! what for thee did I resign ? 

My pleasures, passions, all that e’er was mine. 

I sacrific’d both modesty and ease. 

Left operas and went to filthy plays ; 

Double entendres shock’d my tender ear, 

Yet even this for thee I chose to bear. 

In glowing youth, when nature bids be gay. 

And ev’ry joy of life before me lay. 

By honour prompted, and by pride restrain’d. 

The pleasures of the yonng my soul disdain’d. 
Sermons 1 sought, and with a mien severe 
Censur’d my neighbours, and said daily pray’r. 

Alas J how chang’d ! — with the same sermon-mien 
That once I pray ’d,the JVhat-d"ye-call’t{ i ) I’ve seen. 
Ah , cruel princess, for thy ^ke I’ve lost 
That. reputation which so dear had cost; 

1, who avoided ev’ry pnblick place. 

When bloom and beauty bade me show my face ; 
Now near thee constant ev’i-y night abide 
With never-failing duty by thy side. 

Myself and daughters standing on a row, 

To ail the foreigners a goodly show.’ 

Ofl had your drawing-room been sadly thin. 

And merchants’ wives close by the chair been seen ; 
Had not I amply fill’d the empty space, 

And sav’d your highness from the dire flisgrace. 

R Yet Coqnetilla’s artifice prevails. 

When all my mer|t and my duty fails : 

That Coquetilla, whose deluding airs 
Corrupts our virgins, and our youth insnares ; 

So sunk her character, so jost her fame, 

Scarce visited before your highness came : 

Yet for the bed-chamber ’tis her yon chuse. 

When zeal and fame and virtue yon refuse. 

(i j) A farce, by Mr. Gay^ 
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Ah , ! worthy choice I not one of all your train 
Whom censure blasts not, 4 Rid dishonours stain* 

Let the nice hind now suckle dirty pigs, 

And the proud pea-hen hatch the cuckoo's eggs ! 

Let Iris leave he^ paint and own her Sige, 

And grave Suffolka wed a giddy page I 
A greater miracle is daily view'd, 

A virtuous princess with a court so lew^d. ‘ 

« I know thee^ court ! with all thy ireach’rous wiles, 
Thy false caresses and undoing smiles^] 

Ah ! princess, learn'd in all the courtly arts 
To cheat our hopes, and yet to gain our hearts ! 

« Large lovely bribes are the great stateman's aim; 
And the neglected. patriot follows fame. 

The prince is ogled ; some the king purstie ; 

Rut your Roxana only follows you. 

Despis'd Roxana, cease, and try to find 
Some other, since the princess proves unkind : 
Perhaps it is not hard to find at court. 

If not a greater, a more firm support. » 

*— V - I I ■ n r‘-i 1 n 


TUESDAY, 

0 

St, Jameses Cojfee-House* 

. I 

SILLIANDER and P ATCH. 

. ^ 

Thou, who so many favours hast receiv’d, 
Wond’rous to tell, and hard to be believ'd,* 

Oh I H— — , to my lays attention lend ; 

Hear how. two lovers boastingly contend. 

Like thee successful^ such their bloomy youths * 
Renown'd alike for gallantry and truth. 

St, James's bell had’toll'd some wretches in, 

23 . 
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( As tatter’d rlding-hooda alone could sin ) 

The liappier sinners now4lheir charms pat oat, 

And to their mantuas their complexions suit ; 

The op’ra queens had finish’d half their faces. 

And city dames already taken places ; 

Fops of all kinds, to see the lion, run ; 

The beauties stay till the first act’s begun, 

And beaus step home to put fresh linen on. 

No well-dress’d youth in coffee-hou.se remain’d, 

But pensive Patch, who on the window leau'd ; 

And Silliander, that alert and gay. 

First pick’d his teeth, and then began to say. 

S 1 1. 1. 1 A IT D E B. 

Why all these sighs ; ah why so pensive grown ? 
Some cause there is, why thus you sit alone. 

Docs hapless passion all this sorrow move? 

Or dost thou envy where the ladies love? 

PATCH. 

If, whom they love, my envy must pursue, 

’Ti.s true, at least, I never envy you. , 

sinniAKDER. 

No, I’m unhappy — you are in the right — 

’Tis you they favour, and ’tis me they sL'glit, 
let I could tell, but that I hate tQ boast, 

A club of ladies where ’tis me they toast. 

PATCH. 

Toasting does seldom any favour prove ; 

Like us, they qeyer toast the thing they love. 

A certain duke one night my health begun ; 

With cheerful pledges round the room it run, , , 
Till the young Silvia, press’d to drink it too. 

Started and vgw’d she knew not what to do : 

W’hat, driuk'a fellow’s health] she died with. shame : 
Yet blush’d whenever she pronounc’d my. name. 

S I I. z. 1 A IT p E R. • 

III fates pnrsue me, may I never find ; 
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The dice propitious, or the ladies kind, 

* If fair Miss l*'Iippy’s fan I did not tear, 

And one from me she condescends to wear. 

PATCH. 

Women are always ready to receive ; 

I ’Tis then a favour when the sex will give. 

A lady ( bnt she is too great to name ) 

Beauteous in person, spotless in her fame. 

With gentle strugglings let meTorce this ring ; 
Another day may give another thing. 

SII.LIAHDEB. 

. I could say something — see this billet-donx — ^ 

' And as for presents — look upon my shoe — 

I These buckles were not forc’d, nor half a theft, 

I But a young conntess fondly made the gift. I 

, .PATCH. 

My conntess is more nice, more artful too. 
Affects to fly, that I may fierce pursue : , 

This snuff-box which I begg'd, she still denied. 
And when I strove to snatch it, seem’d to hide^ 
She laugh’d andfied, and as 1 thought to seize. 
With affectation cram’d it down her slays. 

Yet hoped she did not place it there unseen ; 

I press’d her breasts^ and pull’d it from between, 
sj cm an t> B 

Last night, as I stood ogling of her grace, 
Drinking delicious poison from her face. 

The soft enchantress did that face dechue. 

Nor ever rais’d her eyes to meet with mine ; 
With sudden art some secret did pretend, 

Lean’d cross two chairs to whisper to a friend. 
While the stiff whalebones with the motion rose, 

i And thousand beauties to my sight expose. 

PATCH. 

Early this mom — ( but I was ask’d to come ) 

I 1 drank bohea in Celia’s dressing-room : 
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Warm from her bed, to me alone within; 

Her night-gown fasten’d with a single pin ; 

Her night-cloaths tnmbled with resistless grace, 
And her bright hair play’d careless round her face ; 
Reaching the kettle made her gown unpin. 

She wore no waistcoat , and her shift was thin. 

8II.T.IANDER. 

See Titiana driving to the park ! 

Hark I let us follow, ’tis not yet too dark , 

In her, all beauties of the spring are seen ; 

Her cheeks are rosy, and her mantle green. 

PATCH. 

See, Tintoretta to the op’ra goes ( 
Haste, dr the crowd will not permit our bows : 

In her, the glory of the heav’ns we view ; 

Her eyes are star-like, and her mantle blue. 

S 1 1, 1. Z A IT D E R. 

What colour does in Celia’s .stockings shine ? 

Reveal that secret, and the prize is thine. 

PATCH. 

What are her garters ? tell me if you can ; 
ril freely own thee far the happier man. 

Thus Patch continued his heroick strain, 

While Silbander but oontends in vain. 

After a conquest so important gain’d, 

Unrivall’d Patch in ev’ry ruelle reigned. 
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WEDNESDAY. 

r 

I f « « i 

, The Tete-a-tete. 

9 m 

D ANCINDA. 

« N o, fair Dancinda, no ; you strive in vain 
To calm my care^ and mitigate my pain ; ' 

If all my sighs, my cares can fail to move, 

Ah ! sooth me not with fruitless vows of love..» . , 
Thus Strephon spoke. Dancinda thus refried: 

What most I do to gratify your pride ? 

Too well you know ( ungrateful as thou art ) 

How much you triumph in this tender heart : * 

What proof of love remains for me to grant ? 

Tet still you teize me with some new complaint. . 

Oh ! would to heav’n! — hut the fond wish is vain— r 

Too many favours had not made it plain 

But such a passion breaks through all disguise ; 

Love reddens on my cheek, and wishes in my eyes. 
IsT not enough ( inhuman and ^unkind \ ) 

I own the secret conflict of my mind? 

You cannot know what secret pain 1 prove. 

When I with burning blushes own I love. 

You see my artless joy at your approach ; 

1 sigh, I faint, I tremble at your touch ; 

And in your absence all the world 1 shun ; ‘ 

I hate mankind, and curse the cheering sun. 

Still as I fly, ten thousand swains pursue ; 

. Ten thousaud sw^us I sacrifice to you. . 

I shew you all my heart without disguise : 

But these are tender proofs that you despise — 

I see too well what wishes you pursue ; 
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Toa WOnlJ not only conqner, bnt nndo : 

Ton, cruel victor, weary of yonr flame. 

Would seek a cure in my eternal shame ; 

And, not content my honour to suhdtie, 

Now strive to triumph o’er my virtue too. 

Oh, Love ! a god indeed to womankind, 

Whose arrows burn me, and whose fetters bind, 
Avenge thy altars, vindicate thy fame, ' 

And blast these traitors that profane thy name ; 
Who, by pretending to thy sacred fire, 

Raise cursed trophies to impure desire. 

Have you forgot with what ensnaring art 
Ton first seduc'd this fond nncatitious heart? 
Then, as 1 l^d^ did you not kneeling cry, 

« Turn, cruel beauty ; whither would yon fly ? 
Why all these doubts ? why this distrustful fear? 
No impious wishes shall offend your ear ; ^ 

Nor ever shall my boldest hopes pretend 
Above the title of a tender friend : 

Blest, if my lovely goddess will permit 
My humble vows, thus sighing at her feet. • 
The tyrant love, that in my bosom reigns, 

The god himself submits to wear yonr chains : 
Ton shall direct his course, his ardour taiue. 

And check the fury of his wildest flame. » 
Unpractis’d youth is easily deceiv’d ; 

Sooth’d by such sounds, I listen’d and believ’d ; 
Now, quite forgot that soft submissive fear, 

Ton dare to ask what I must blush to hear. • 
Could I forget the honour of my race. 

And meet your wishes, fearless of disgrace ; 
Could passion o’er my tender youth prevail. 

And all my mother’s pious maxims fail ; 

Tet to preserve yonr heart ( which still must be,' 
False as it is, for ever dear to me) 

Tins fatal proof of love I would not giva. 
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Which you’d contemn, the moment you receive. 
The wretched she, who yields to guilty joys ; 

A man may pity, but he must despise. 

Your ardour ceas'd, I then should see yon shuu 
The wretched victim by your arts undone. 

Yet if I could that cold indiff’rence bear , 

What more would strike me with the last despair, 
With this reflection would my soul be torn. 

To know I merited your cruel scorn. 

Has love no pleasures free from guilt or fear; 
Pleasures less fierce, more lasting, more sincere ? ' 
Thus let us gently kiss and fondly gaze. 

Love is a child, and like a child it plays. ' 

O Strephon, if you will continue just, 

If love be aomething more than brutal lust, 

Forbear to ask what I must still deny. 

This bitter pleasure, this destructive foy^' 

So closely follow’d by the dismal train 
Of cutting shame, and guilt’s heart-piercing pain, 
She paus’d, and-fix’d her eyes upon her fan; 

Ha took a pinch of snuff, and tfaus'^gan : 

Madam, if love — but he could say no more, • • 
For Mademoiselle came rapping at the dool*. 

The dangerous moments no adieus afford ; ^ 

— Begone, she cries, I’m sure I hear my lord. 

The Jover starts from his nnfiuish’d loves, 

To snatch his hat, and seek his scatter’d gloves ; 

The sighing dame to meet her dear prepares, 

Wliile Strephon cursing slips down the back-stairs. 
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THURSDAY/ 

The Bassette-table. (j) 

SMILINDA, CARDELIA, aud Lp.VElT. 

Ci.KDEI.IA. 

TThe bassette-table spread , the tallier come.; 

Why stays Smilinda in the dressing-room? 

Rise, pensive nymph ! tbe tallier waits for yoc. 

" s M I lIn pi.. 

Ab ! madam ; since ray Sharper is nntme, 

I j oyless make my once ador’d alpieu. , 

I saw him stand behind Ombrelia’s chair, • 

Aud whisper with that soft deluding air. 

And those feign’d slgns,which cheat the list’ningfaiF, 

CAB DEI. I A.. ' • ; 

Is this the cause of your romantick strains ? . 

A mightier grief my heavier heart sustains. 

As you by Love, so I by F ortune cross’d , * < 

In one bad deal three have. lost. 

SM1.L1NDX. 

Is that the grief which you comp.*u*e to mine ? . 

With ease the smiles of Fortune I resign : 

Would all my gold in one' bad deal, were gone ; 

Were lovely Sharper mine, and mine alone. 

(i) Only this, of all the Town Eclogues., was Mr- 
Pope’s, and is printed from a copy corrected by hi* 
own hand. The humouf of it Kes in this happy cir- 
^ cnmstance, that tlic one is in love with the Game, and 
tlie other with the Sharper . 
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BY LADY MONTAGUE, 

, CXRDEtlA. 

A lover lost is but a common care 4 
Aiul prudent nympbs against that cliange prepare, 

The knave of clubs thrice lost:, oh I who could guess 
This fatal .stroke I this unforcfieen distress ! 

5 M I 1. 1 K D 4 . , ,> • 

See! Betty Loveit very or-propos., 

She all the care of love and play does knowj ■ / 

Dear Betty shall th’important point decide^ . 

Betty, who oft the pain of each has tried ; ' ,• 

Impartial, she shall say who suffers most^ 

By cards’ ill usage., or by lovers lost, . . 

lOVEIT. 

‘ ’ •m' - 

Tell, Jell your grief ; attentive •yvill I stay. 

Though time is precious, and I want some tea. 

CARDEni.A, 

Behold this equipage, by Mathei^s >vrought^ 

With fifty guineas ( a great penn’orth ! ) bought, 

V See on the tooth-pick. Mars and Cupid strive^ 

And both the struggling .figures seem aiive. 

Upon the bottom s.hiues the queen’s bright face^ - 
A myrtle foliage round the thimble case. 

Jove, .love himself, does on the scissars .shine j ' 

The metal, and the workmanship divine 1 
SMininUA, 

•This snnff-ho 3 c,once the pledge of Shatper’s {nva,- ' 
'When rival beauties (or the present strove j 
At Corticelli’s he the raffle won ^ . 

Then first his passion ■was In publick shown; ■* 

Haurdia blash’d„ and turn’d her head aside, 

A rival’s en'vy ( gU in vain ) to hide. 

This snuff-box — on the hinge aee brillants shine ; 

This snuff-box will I stake ; the prize is-mine. 

.CARDBI.I A> 

Alas ! far lesser losses than I bear 
pave made a solder sigh, a loyer sweai> 
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And oh vrhat ma^fs the disappointment hard, 
’Twas my own lord that drew the fatal card. 

In complaisance I took the queen he gave ; •' • 

Though my own secret wish was for the knavcT. 

The knave won Sonica w'hich I had chose; 

‘And the next pull ^ my sept leva I lose. 

SMir. INDA. 

Bat ah! what aggravates the killing smart, ^ ' 

The crnel thought that stabs me to the heart ; 

This cars’d Ombrelia, this undoing fair, ■ ■ 

By whose vile arts this heavy grief I bear; 

She, at w'hose name I shed these spiteful tears, < • 
She owes to me the vei'y charms she wears. 

An awkward thing .when 'first she came to town. 

Her shape unfashion’d, and her face unknown : 

She was my friend,'! taught her first to spread 
Upon her sallow cheeks enliv’ning red. 

1 introduc’d her to the park and plays ; 

And by my int’rest. Cosins made her stays. 
Ungrateful wretch! with mimickairs grown pert, 
She dares to steal my fav’rite lover’s heart. ' 
CA.RDEI.7A. 

Wretch that I was ! how often have I swore, 

When Winnal tallied, I would punt no more? 

I know the bite, yet to my ruin run ; 

And see the folly, which I canhOt shun. 

*S MIL I IT DA. ' ■ 

llow many maids have Sharper’s vows deceiv’d ! ' 
flow many curs’d the moment they believ’d ! 

Yet bis known falsehoods could no warning prove: 
Ah ! what is wamins to a maid in love ? 

o . , 

CARDELt A. ■ ■'* 

But of what marble must that breast be form’d, 

To gaze on Bassecte, and remain unwarm’d ? 

When kings, queens, knaves, are set in decent rank 
Expos’d in glorious heaps the tempting bank ; 
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Gnineas, half-guIneas;alLthe fiUiuiug train; ’ 

The winner’s pleasure ahd the loser’s pain, t 
In bright confusion open rouleaux lie ; 

They strike the souhnnd glitJer in the eye. 

Fir’d by the sight, ail reason I disdain : 

My passions rise, and 'will not bear the rein. 

Look upon bassette, yon who reason boast; 

A ad see if reason must not there be lost. 

s M 1 1. 1 n i> a‘. 

What more than marble must that heart compose, - 
Can hearken coldly'to hay Sharper’s vows ? . 

That when he trembles, when his blushes rise. 

When awefnl love seems melting in his eyes ?. - - 

With eager beats his'Mechlin cravat moves: 

He loves, I whisper to myself, he loves ! 

Such unfeign’d passion in his looks appears, 

I lose all mem’ry of my fornrer fears : ' 

My panting heart confesses all his charms, ^ . 

I yield at once, and sink into his arms. ■ 

Think of that moment, yon who prndence boast; 

For such a moment, prudence well were lost. • 1 -■ 
•CA.RnEi.ia..t '> ' >• 

At the groom-porter’s, batter’d bnllies play, 

Some dnkes at Marybone bowl time away 

But who the bowl, or rattling dice compares 
To bassette ’s heav’nly joys^ and pleasing cares.?, 

SMI LIN D A. < ' I • 

Soft Simplicotta doats npon a beau ; 

Prudina Lkes a man, and langhs at show. ' ^ 

Their several graces in my Sharper meet : . f. i v 
Strong as the footman, as the master sweet. < < ' . 

LOVKIT. . ,, 

Cease yonr contention, which has been too long ; > 

I grow impatient, and the tea’s too strong, 

Attend, and yield to what I now decide 2 
The equipage shall grace Smilinda’s side; 
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The AQtrff-iox lo Ca^delia I decrec? ' * 

W ow leave complaimng, and bc^gin your tea. {* 

%\ *»• 

k • 

■ ;i -T ■■ , ij " ’ ^ ri i „ ^ ..I i i iMi I U' ■ 

« 

f RIDAY. 

• . - 1 ' , 

TAtf Toilette* ' 

LYDIA.. 

♦ ISf ow twehty springs .h^d cloath*d the park witli 

green, ’ 

Since Lydia knew the blossoms of fifteen . 

?lo lovers now her morning hours moiesC 
And catch her at her toilette half undrest. . 

The thund’ring knocker wakes the street no more; 
iJor chairs , nor coaches croud the silent door 5 . 

Kor at the window all her mornings pass^ . 

Or at the dumb’ devotion of herglass. 

.Reclin'd upon her arm she pensive sate^ 

And curs’d th’inconstancy of mfin,too late< 

•CO youth ! o spring of life for ever lost ! 

No more my name-shall reign the fav’rite toast; 

On glass no more the diamond grave my name^ 

And lines mis-spelt record my lover’s flame : 

Nor shall side-boxes watch my wand’ring eyes. 

And, as they catch a glance^ in rows arise 

With huipble bows ; nor white-glov’d beaus encroach 

In crowds behind, to guard me to my coach. ^ , 

« What shall I do to spend the hatef ul day ? . 

At chapel shall I wear the morn away ? 

VVho there appears at these unmodish hours, 
But'aucient inatrdns with their frisded tow’rs, . 

! And grey religions itiaids ? My presence ihere^ 
xVmidst that sober train, would owU despair; 

Nor am I yet so old, nor is my glance 
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As yet fix’d wholly on devotiqn’s trance. - * ^ j 

Strait then I’ll dress, and take ray wonted range 
Through India shops, to Motteux, or the Change, 
Where the tall jar erects its stately pride. 

With antick shapes in China's 'azure dy’d ; 

There careless lies a rich brocade unroll’d. 

Here shines a cabinet with burnish’d gold. • . 

But then, alas ! I must he forc’d, to pay. 

And bring no penn’orths, not a fan away ! 

« How am I curs’d, unhappy and forlorn ! 

Mv lover’s triumph, and ray sex’s scorn I ^ ' J- 

False is the pompous grief of youthl ul heirs j 
False are the loose coquet’s inveighng airs ; • 

J''alse"is the crafty courtier’s plighted word ; 

False are the dice when gamesters stamp the hoard » 
False is the sprightly widow’s publick tear: 

Yet these to Damon's oaths are all sincere. 

n F'or what young flirt', base man, am I abus’d ? 

To please your wife am I unkindly us’d ^ 

'Tis true, her face may boast the peach’s bloom ; 

But does her nearer whisper brpathe perlanje? 

I ow n her taper shape is lorm’cf to please ; 

But don’t you gee her uncoufin’d by stays.^ 

She doubly to fifteen may claim pretence ; 

Alike we read it in lier face and sense. 

Insipid, servile thing ! whom I disdain ! 

Her phlegm can best support the marriage chain. , \ ' 
Damonis practis’d in the mojlifsh life ; . , , 

Can hate, and yet be civU,)t,o his wife; ,v ^ i 
He games, he drinks,. he he lights, he roves, j ; 

Yet Cldo(;..can believe hf;,h>Ddiy loves. ^ 

Itlistre.ss and, wdfe hy^tn^s.^pjpJy hjs need; , ^ 

A niiKS_/oj‘^plcJMure,.v^nd.a.W4fc foi;,hreed.,,. . 
Powder'd >vilh (liamonds,, free, from spleen or f 
She cau, allien husband’s hcmotir hear. , p, 

Her creti’ibtS'frieqdshig^.gnd h/er stupid cese, 
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Have often been my jest in happier dayi : 

TJow Chloe boasts and triaihphs in my pains; 

To her he’s faithful : ’tis to me he feigns. 

Am I that stupid thing to hear neglect^ 

And force ^ smile, not dating to suspect^ 

No, perjur’d man ! a wife may be eontei^t ; 

But you shall find ^ nus tress can reSen^». 

Thus love-sick Lydia rkv’d ; her maid appears^ * 
And in her fatlihfiil hand the band-box bears ; 

( The cestus that reform’d inconstant Jove 
Not better fill’d with what allur’d to love ) 

How Well this ribband’s gloss becomes your face! 
( She cries in rapture ) then, so sweet a lace ! 

How channihgly you look ! so bright! so fair ! 

Tis to your eyes the head-dress owes its air ! ifc 
Strait Lydia smilM ; tbe coinb adjusts her locks ; 
Aud at the play-house' Ha‘ri'y keeps her box. . 

I < . y 






SATURDAY^ 

The SmaihPb'Xi 

flavia. 

* * I ft * T ’ . ’ ' , 

Tui; uYt^tobed riavi^', dd' Tiel* conch rccUh’cl^ 

Thus breath’d the angtiiVli of ti wounded mind t* ' * 
A glass revers’d in" hCr tight hand' she bore : ^ 

For now she shun’d rhc fdce She songbt before. • * ^ 
« How am I cbaiigM‘!a1as1'how am I grown' ’ * ' 
A frightftil spCet 104 iti lid^^^elf Unknown ! 

Where’s my conipldxIbti?,*^hcre my r^diSnf bldoiii^ 
^hat prhiTjis’d Kappliie^i'fdr yeats to come ? ' ' '' 
Tiien with what plCiisuhi I this face surveyed }• ^ 

To look Once more, ’nry VlSit£ oft delay’d! "*** • 
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Charm’ll with tbe view, a fresher red would rise, 
And a new life shot sparkling from my eyes ! 

« Ah ! faithless glass, ray w onted bloom restore ; 
Alas! I rave : that bloom is now no more ! 

The greatest good the gods on men bestow ; 

Ev’n youth itself to hie is useless now. 

There waS a time ( oh! that I could forget ! ) 

When op’ra-tickets pour’d before my feet ; 

And at the ring, where brightest beauties shine^ 

The earliest cherries of the Spring were mine. 
Witness, o Lilly ; and thou, Motteux, tell 
How much japan these eyes have made ye sell. 

Vvith what contempt ye saw me oft despise 
The humble offer of the raffled prize ! 

Tor at the raffle still each prize 1 bore, 

With scorn rejected, or with triumph wore ! 

Now beauty’s fled, and presents are no more > 

« For me the patriot has the house forsook,' 

And left debates to catch a passing look : 

I'or me the soldier has soft verses writ ; 

Tor me the bean has aim’d to be a wit ; 

For me the wit to nonsense' was betray’d: 

The gamester has for me- his dun delay’d. 

And overseett the card he would have play’d ; 

The bold and haughty by success made vain. 

Aw’d by' my eyes, have trembled to complain ; 

The bashful ’squire, touch’d by a wish unknown, 
Has dar’d to speak with spirit not is own. , . 
Fir’d hy One' wish, all did alike adore': 

Now heautj^’s fled,' and lovers are no' more !' 

« As round the room I turn' my v\*eeping eyes. 
New unaffected scenes of sorrow rise.' 

Far frdm ray sight that killing picture bear. 

The face disfigure, and the canvass “tear ; 

That picture, which w'itb pride 1 us’d to show, 

The lost rcsrniblahCc but- ttphraids me now. 
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And thoot, my toilette! where I oft have sate. 

While hours unheeded pass’d in deep debate. 

How curls should fall, or where a patch to place, 
If blue or scarlet best became my face i , 

Now on some happier nymph your aid bestow ; 

On fairer heads, ye useless jewels, glow 
No borrow’d lustre can my charms restore , 
Beauty is fled, and dress is now bo more ! 

« Ye meaner beauties, I permit y<vf;hiue ; 

Go, triumph in the hearts that once were mine : 
But ’midst your triumphs, with confusion know 
’Tis to my ruin all your arms ye owe. 

Would pitying heav’n restore my wonted mien , 

Ye still might move unthonght of and unseen : 

But oh, how vain, how wretched is the boast 
Of beauty faded, and of empire lost ! . 

What now is left but wefeping, to deplore 
My beauty fled, and empire now no move? 

« Ye cruel chymists, what withheld your aid I 
Could no pomatums save a trembling maid ? 

How false and trifling is that art ye boast ! 

No art can give me back my beauty lost, , 

In tears, surrounded by mv Iriends I lay,. 

Mask’d o’er, and trembled at the sight of day ; 
Mirmillio came my fortune to deplore. 

( A golden-headed cane well carv’d" he bore ) ^ . 
Cordials, he cried, my spirits must restore ! ' 
Beauty is fled, and spirit is no more ! 

o Galen the grave, officious Squirt, wa§^ there, 
With fruitless grief and upavailing care: . . 

Machaon too,. A.e,grea%Machaon, known. ^ \ 

By his red cloak and his superior frowu; ^ " 

And why, he cried, tbis grief and tliis despair, 

You shall again be well,’ again be fair ; • r ’ ^ - ■ 

Believe my oath : (with that on oath he swore, ) ^ ^ 
Ftlse was his oath; my beauty is no more! r , 


BY LADY MONTAGUE. 

« Cease, hapliiss maid, no more tliy tale pursue, 
Forsake inankiiid,aud bid the world adieu ! 
Monafchs and beauties rule with equal sway ; 

All strive to serVc, and glory to obey : 

AlilvC unpitied when depps’d they grow — 

Men mock the idol of their former vow. 

« Adieu, ye parks I — in some obscure recess^ _ 

‘ Where gentle streams wiU weep at my distress, 
Wliere no false friend will in my grief take part. 
And mourn my ruin with a joyful heart ; 

There let me live in some deserted place. 

There hide in shades this lost inglorious face. 
Plays, op’ras, circles, I no more must view ! 

My toilette, patches, all the world, adieu 


V E R S E S (i) 

AbDRCSSSn TO THK IMITATOR OF THF. FIRST SATIRE 6^ 

The sccosn book, of horace. 

<1n two large columns on thy motley page, 

■Where Roman wit is strip’d with English rage; • 

I 

(i) These severe verses owe their birth to two lines 
lu the first satire of the second book of Horace, imitated 
by Mr. Pope, which were supposed to point at lady 
Mary Wortley Montague, under the name of Sappho. 
We find by ihe letters of Mr. Pope, vol. y, and those of 
lady Mary Wortley Montague, lately published, that a 
friendly correspondance once subsisted between these 
two wits, which probably did not continue much later 
than her ladyslup’s return into England, in the year 1 7 1 «S. 
But the exact time when the quarrel between them com- 
menced, and the circumstances relating to it, are not 
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Where ribaldry to satire makes pretencfe, 

And modem scandal rolls with ancient s'ense: 

Whilst on one side we see how Horace thought, ^ 
And on the other, how he never wi’otej 
Who can believe, who view the.bad and good) 

That the dull copist better nbderstood , 

That spirit . he pretends to imitate, 

Thai^ heretolore that Greek he did translate ? ' 

Thine is just such an image of his pen, 

As thou thyself art of the sous of men : 

Where our own species in bui'lesqne we trace, ^ ^ 
A sign-post likeness of the human race ; > 

That is at once resemblance and disgrace* j 

' fc j . * * , 

easy, at this distance of time, to discbver. It is said in 
Bir. Pope’s life (^^iog,/£lphia Bj^iitnnicityVol. 5 , p. 34 i 3 ) 
that he was charged with propagating a scandalons.re- 
^port concerning her ladyship, which, it is added, pei’- 
haps he was notq[uite clear of. The note to that life, in 
wliicli this charge on the poet is to be found, has the 
name of Dr. Warhurton annexed to it, and therefore, on 
his authority, may ■vygll Be supposed uot without founda- 
tion. If a conjecture'.may be allowed, it is hot improbable 
that this was the occasion of their difference. With respect 
to the lines which produced ’these verses, Mr. Pope, in 
his letter to lord Hervey, vol. 8, p. 196, absolutely dis- 
•laims any intention of applying them to lady Montague. 
«In regard, says he^ to the right honourable lady, your 
•lordship’s friend, I was far from designing a person of her 
condition by a name so derogatory to her as that of Sap- 
pho, a name prostituted to every infamous creature that ' 
ever wrote verse or novels.-I protest I never applied that 
name to her in any verse of mine, pnblick or private, and, 

I firmly believe, not in any ’letter or conversation** 
What degree of credit this assey^ratiou deserves must be 
left to the reader’s determinajdfkh', only observing that 
■Jlr. Pope was not very scrupulous in ^sowi}ing a cha- 
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Horace can langh, is delicate, is clear } ; ' 

- You only coarsely rail, or darkly sneer ; 

His style is elegant, his diction pure, . . 

Whilst none thy crabbed numbers can endnre; - 
Hurd as thy heart, and as thy birth obscure. 

If he has thorns, they all on roses grow ; 

Thine like rude thistles, and mean brambles show. 
With this exception, that though rank the soil. 

Weeds as they are, they seem produc’d by toil. 

Satire should, like a polish’d razor.keen. 

Wound with a touch, that’s scarcely felt or seen. 

‘ . f 

racter, wlien the opinion of the pnhlick was not m his 
favour. Witli equal, or more eaniestncs.*!, he denied that 
the description of Tiinon’s villa was designed to expose 
that of a certain' nobleman. In whicli particular he has 
been unwarily given up by his commentator, who, in the 
following note on these lines, in the edition, of lySi, 
seems to acknowledge the fact > . ' 

Another age sliall see the golden ear 
Imbrown the slope, and nod on the parterre ; ' 

» ' ' Deep harvests bury all his pride had plann’d, 

And laughing Ceres re-assume the laud. 

Moral Epistle, iv,- verse 172.' 

n Had the poet lived but tij’rcc years long^, be liad 
seen this prophecy fyliilled. » It is to he rememhered tliat 
Canons was sold about the time here fixed upon, and 
therefore this question will naturally arise. What pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, if Mr. Pope had not that place in his 
mind while he was writing the before-mentioned epistle ? 
'rhe editor of his works, as if conscious that he had done 
no service to Mr. Pope’s moral character, by the above 
note, has since altered it in tlie following manner, u Had '' 
tlie poet lived three years longer, he had seen his general 
prophecy against ail ill-judged magwficence fulfilled 
in a very particular instance. , . , 
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Thine is an oyster'kaife, that hacks and hews ; 

The rage, but not the talent to akn.se ; v > 
- And is in hate, what love is in the stews. 3 

* ris the gross‘last of hate, that still annoys, 

Without distinction, as gross love enjoys : 

Neither to folly, nor to vice conlin’d ; 

The object of thy spleen is human kind : 

It preys on ail, who yield or who resist : 

To thee ^tis' provocation to exist. 

hut if thou seest (i)a great and gen’rous heart, 
Thy bow is doubly bent to force, a dart. 

Nor dignity, nor innocence is spar’d. 

Nor age, nor sex, nor thrones, nor graves rever’d. 
Nor only justice vainly we demand. 

But even benefits can’t rein thy hand : 

To this or that alike in vain we trust, , 

Nor find thee less ungrateful than unjust. 

Not even youth and beauty can controul 
The nniver.sal rancour of thy ^oul : 

.Charms that might soften superstition’s rage, 

MiglU hamble pride, or thaw the ice of age.. 

But how should^t thou by beauty’s force be flJOV'd, 
No more for loving made, than to be lov’d j*„.. ' 

It was .thg. equity of righteous heav’n, 

^ That suerh a .soul to such a form was giv’n^ 

And shows .the uniformity of fate. 

That one so odious should be born to hatc> “ j 
When Qodjcreated thee, one w’ould believe. 

He said the same as to the snake of Eve ; 

To hnman race antipathy declare, 

’Twixt them and thee be everlasting war. 

But oh ! the sequel of the sentence dread ; 

And whilst you bruise their heel, l>eware yourhead^ 

Nor think thy w eakness shall he thy defense j 

^ . 

.( I ) See T/MTI, an episde. 
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female scold’s protection in offence. 

Sure as fair to beat who cannot fipht, < 

As 'tis to libel those who cannot write. 

And if thon draw’st thy pen to aid the law, 

Others a cudgel, or a rod, may draw. 

If none with vengeance yet thy crimes pursue, 

Or give thy manyfold affronts their due; 

If Lrabs unbroken, skin without a stain, 

Unwhipt, unblanketed, unkicked, unslain. 

That wretched Little carcase you retain; 

The reason is, not that the world wants eyes * 

But thou’rt so mean, they see, and they despise, 
When fretful porcupine, with ranc’rons will, 

From mounted back shoots forth a harmless quill. 
Cool the spectators stand ; and, all the while. 

Upon the angry little monster smile. 

Thus ’tis with thee : — while impotently safe. 

You strike nnwonnding, we unhurt can laugh. 

« Who but must laugh, this bully when be sees, 

« A puny insect shivering at a breeze? » 

One over-match’d by ev’ry blast of wind. 

Insulting and provoking all mankind P ^ 

Is this the thing to keep mankind in awe, 

■ To make those tremble who escape the Uw ? » 

Is this the ridicule to live so long, 
a The deathless satire, and immortal song? » 

No : like thy self-blown praise, thy scandal flies ; 
And, as we’re told of wasps, it stings and dies. 

If none do yet return th’ intended blow. 

You all your safety to your dulness owe : 

But whilst that armour thy poor corpse defends, 
'Twill make thy readers few, as are thy friends 
Those, who thy nature loath’d, yet lov’d thy ai t, 
Who 1ft ’d thy head, and yet abhorr’d thy heart ; 
Chose*tLee to read, but never to Converse, 

And scorn'd is prdie him whom they priz* d is verse. 

t.' 
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Ev'n tbey shall now their partial error cee^ 

Shall shon thy writings like thy company ; 

And to thy books shall ope their eyes no more 
Than to thy person they wou’d do their door. > 
Nor thou the justice of- the world disown, 

That leaves thee thns an out* cast, and alone-; ■ 

For th«’ in law, to murder be to kill, 

In equity, the murder’s in the will. 

Then whilst with boward band you stab a name, 
And try at least t* assassinate our fame-; 

Like the first bold assassins be thy lot. 

Ne’er be thy guilt forgiven, 'Or forgot. • ■ v 

llut as thou fcat’st, be- hated by mankind. 

And with the emblem of thv crooked mind, 

Mark’d on thy back, like Gain, by God’s own hand. 
Wander, like him, accursed through the land. 


AN -EP-ISTLE . 

i 

X o I. o a D B 

H o w happy- you ! who varied joys pursue ; 

And ev’ry hour presents you something new 1 - , 

Plans, schemes, and models, ail Palladio’s art. 

For six long months have gain'd upon your he;trt ; 
Of colonnades, of corridores you talk-, ... 

The winding stair-case and-the cover’d walk ; 

You blend the orders with 'Yitruviau toil, , - < 

And raise with wond’rous joy the fancied pile-: 

Hut the dull workman’s slow performing hand . 

But coldly execute his lord’s command. . . . ; . 
With dirt and mortar soon yon go displeas’d:. . . 
Planting succeeds, and avenues are rais’d ; . . 
l-'-noalsjirc cut, and moantaios^level made ; , 
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Bow'rs of retreat, aud galleries of shade ; 

The shaven turf presents a lively green. 

The bord’ring flow’rs in mystick knots are seen : 
With studied art on nature you refine — 

The spring beheld yon warm in this design; '' 

But scarce the cold attacks your fa v ’rite frees, 

Your inclinations fail, and wishes freeze. 

Ton quit the grove so lately yon admir’d 
With other views your eager hcq>es are fir’d. 

Post to the city you direct your way, 

Not blooming paradise could bribe your stay : 
Ambition shews yon power’s brightest side ; 

’Tis meanly poor in solitude to hide :• 

Tho’ certain pains attend the cares of state, 

A good man owes his country to be great; 

Should act abroad a high-disringuish’d part, 

Or shew at least the purpose ol bis'heart. 

With thonghlsjike these the shining courts you seek, 
Full of new projects for almost 'a-week : 

You then despise.the tinsel gUtt’ring snare ; • 

Think vile mankind below a seriona care. 

Life is too short for any distant aim,. 

And cold the dull reward of future fame r- 
Be happy then, while yet you have to live ; 

And love is aU- the blessing heav’n can give. > 

Fir’d by new passions you address the fair; 

Survey the op’ra as a gay parterre - 

Young Chloe’Sbloom had made y^u certain prize, 

But for a side-long glance from Ceha’s eyes; 

Your beating heart acknowledges her pow’r; 

Your eager eyes her lovely form devour ; 

You feel the poison swelling in your breast, 

' And all your soul by fond desire possess’d. 

In dying sighs a long three hours are past ; 

To some assembly with impatient haste. 

With trembling hope, and doubtful fear you move. 
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liesnlv'd to f«mpt yonr fate, ai^d own yotir loTkt 
But there Belinda meets yon on the stairs ; 

I^sy her sh^pe , attracting all her airs ; 

A smile she gives^ and with a smile can wound ; 

Her nlelting voice has musick in the sound; . 

Tier ev’ry motion wears resistless grace ; 

Wit in her mien, and pleasure in her face : 

Here, while yon vow eternity of love, 

Chloe and Celia unregarded move. 

Thus on the. sand of Africk'^ burning plains, 
However deeply made, no long impress remains; 

The slightest leaf can leave its figure there : 

The strongest form is scatter’d by the air. 

So yielding the warm temper of your mind. 

So touch’d by ev’ry.eye, so to.ss’d by wind : . 

Oh ! how nnlike the heav’n my soul design’d! 
tfnseen, unheard, the throng around me move ; 

Not wishing praise, insensible of love : 

No whisper softens, nor no beauties fire ; 

Careless 1 see the dance, and etddly hear the lyre. 

So nnm’rons herds are driven o’er the rock ; 

')^o print is left of all the passing stock : 

So sings the wind around the solid stone : 

So vainly-beat the waves with fruitless moan. 
-Tedions the toil, and great the w orkman’s care , 
Who dare attempt to fix impressions there.: 

Bat should some swain, more skilful than the resV 
Engrave his name upon this marble JIfeast, 

Not rolling ages could defacethat name ; 

Thro’ all the storms ofdife ’tis stillthe same: 

Tho’ length of years with moss may shade the ground. 
Deep, though nnseen, remains the secret wound- . 

- *•* . * . J. 

. * j ’ . . - . > 
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i » 1 • . . i ! , I ^ 1, . • ' ' 1 ■ ' . ■ • . 1 

EPISTLE ' 

,■«*>•* . ♦ • «-4»* , r., 




Jj'aom ARTHUB'GB.EYI’I'he vootmav (i], ‘ 

• ■'•'•I ( h«( lx. j 'r i‘ .\ • 

After his condemnatio^fiaf attempting ^ rape.'" ■ 

■ ».'•'*» M I. • . rrrr>v.^. .• • • » * * « ^ 


I\. E A D, loTely nymph^’arnd tremble hbffd read, ‘ 

I have no more to’ wish, ‘tioi: yo* to dread: ’ 

I ask not life, for life to me were vain, 

And death a refuge froili severer pain. • 

My only hope in these last lines I try j ■ ' 

I ^toold be pitied, andT then would die. ' ' ’ 

Long had I liv'd as sordid as my fate, ‘ * 

Nor curs’d the destiny that made ine wait ' ” ■ 

*■ tw » ‘V - I r* I t- • • ' * * 

, \ 


i 


( I ) This roan was footman to’ a' genifeman whose 
daughter, a married iBdy^he'atteinpted'to ravish. It ap- 
pears by his trial, that he went-into.her'room about four 
o’clock in the rooming, aimed with -a pistoHn one hand, 
and a drawn sword in the Other and,, advancing to the 
bed-side, threatened to murder her,.if she made any noise. 
Upon asking liim what he meant by, coming into her 
chamber in suslx a manner, iie rei>Ued that he intendetklo 
ravish her, for that he had entertained a. violent love for 
her a long time ; hut as thjere ^ras so great a diiTerence be- 
tween tlieir fortunes, he despaired of enjoying his wishes 
by any means but force. After some resistance, the lady 
wrenched the pistol from Iiis hand ( he having lain down 
tlie sword ) and rung the hell ; npon which he ran away. 
He was indicted and convicted of a burglary, at the Old 
Bailey, in decemher 1721, hut the sentence was not ex%. 
cuted, for he was reprieved, and afterwards transported. 

a 5. 
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A servile slave ! content with homely food, 

The gross instinct of happiness pursued : 

Yonth gave me sleep at night, aud warmth of blood 
Ambition yet had never tonoh’d my breast ; 

My lordly master knew no sounder rest 
With labpnr h^ltby^ in obedience blest. 

Hht when I saw — oh ! had I never seen 
That wounding ;;pftness, that engaging mien ! 

The mist of wretched education flies ; 

Shame, fear, desire, despair, and love arise ; 

The new c^tipn of those beanteons eyes . • ; 

But yet that.love poxsn’d no guilty aim; . . , 

Deep in my heart I hid the secret flame. 

I never hop’d my fond desire to tell. 

And all my wishes were to s»ve yon well. . » 

Heav’ns how I flew, when wing’d by your command^ 
And kiss’d the letters giv’n me by your hand J 
How pleas’d, how.prpnd, how fond was I to wait. 
Present the sparkling wine, or change the plate ! 
How, when you sung, my sonl devour’d the sound, 
And ev’ry cchae waa Jn the xaptnre drown’d .' > t 

Tho! bid to go, I quite forgot to move ; • 

Yon knew not that stupidity was love. ' 

Bntoh ! the torment not to be express’d. 

The grief,' the rage, the hell that fir’d this breast,-' 
When my great rivals, in embroid’ry gay,-' - • ^ ■' - - 
Bate hy your Side, of led yon from the play ? *• 

I Still contriv’d near asT could to starft, 

{ The flambeau trembling in my Shaking hand ) 

I saw, or thought 1 saw, those fingers press’d, 

Vor thus their passion by toy own I gness’d, 

And jealous fury all my soul possess’d. 

Like torrents, love and indignation meet, 

’And madness would have thrown me at your feet. 

Turn, lovely nymph, (for so I would have said) 
Turn from those triflers who make love a trade ; . 
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Tliis is true passion in my ey«s you see ; 

They cannot, no — they cannot love like me. 
Frequent debauch has pall’d their sickly taste ; 

^aint their desire, and in a moment past : . , . . 

They sigh not from the heart, but from the brain : ■ ^ 
Tapours of vanity, and strong champagne. , , . , 

Too dull to feel what fomm like yours inspire, 

After long talking of their painted lire. 

To some lewd brothel they at night retire : , ' 

There, pleas’d with fancied quality and charms, 1 
Enjoy your beauties in a struinpet’s arms. 

Such are the joys thpse toasters have in view. 

And such the wit and pleasure they pursue: , 

— And is this love that ought to merit you P . 

Each op’ra-night a new address hegnn. 

They swear to thousands what they swear to'one. / 
Not thus I sigh — but all my sighs are vain — 
pie, wretched Arthur, and conceal thy pain : 

’Tis impudence to wish, and madness to complain. 

Fix’d on this view, my only hope of ease, 

I waited not the aid of slow cUseaset > • r 
The keenest instruments of death 1 sought. 

And death alone employ’d my lab’ring thought. 

This all the night — ; when 1 Remember well, 

The charming tinkle of your morning bell 1 
Fir’d by the sound, I hasten’d with your tea, 

With oue last look to smooth the darksome way. — * 
Bat oh ! how*tiear that fatal look has cost ! 

In that fond moment my resolves’ were lost. ' *’• 
Hence all my guilt and all your sorrows jise. 

1 saw the languid softnest of your eyes ; 

I saw the dear disorder of your bed : 

Your cheeks all glowing with a tempting, red; 

Your night-cloaths tumbled with resistless grace ; ^ 
Your flowing hair play’d careless down your face; 
Your night'gown fasten’d with a single pin; 
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• — Fancy improv'd the woad’rods charms t 

I fix’d my eyes opon that heaving breast, 

And hardly, hardly I forbore the rest; ‘ • 

Eager to gaze, unsatisfied with sight, ‘ 

My head grew giddy with the near delight ! . 

■— Too well you know the fatal following night I 
Th’ extreniest proof of my desire I give, 

And since you will not love, I will not live. 
Condemn’d by ydn, I wait the righteous doom^' ' ' ' 
Careless and fearless of the woes to comeZ 
Bnt when yon see me waver in the wind; ‘ ' 

My guilty flame extinct, my soul resign’d, 

Sure you may pity what you can’t approve. 

The cruel consequence of fnrions love. 

Think the bold wretch that could so greatly dare. 
Was tender, faithful, ardent, and sincere : 

’rhink, when I held the pistol to yonr breast, ' 
Had I been of the world’s large rule possess’d, > 
That world had then been yours, and I been blest! j 
Think that my life’ was quite below my care. 

Nor fear’d I any hell beyond despair. — 

If these reflections, though they seize yon late. 
Give some compassion for your Arthur’s fate, 
Enough yon give, nor ought I to complain ; 

You pay my pangs, nor have X died in vain. 



AN ANSWER TO A LOVEiETTER. 

Is it to me,' this sad lamenting strain ? 

Are heaven’s choicest gifts bestow’d in vain ? 

A plenteous fortune, and a beauteous bride. , 

Your love rewarded, gratified your pride 
Yet leaving her - — ’tis me that you pursue, 

Without one single charm, but being new.. 
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How yile is man .* how I detest their ways 
Of artful falshood, and designing praise 
Tasteless^ an easy happiness yon slight, 

Rain yoar joy, and mischief yonr delight. 

Why sbonld poor png ( the mimick of yonr kind ) 
Wear the rough Chain, and be to hox confin’d? 
Some cup, perhaps, he breaks, or tears a fan • 
W^bile roves nnpnnish’d the destroyer, man. 

Not bound by vows, and nnrestrain’d by shame. 

In sport yon break the heart, and rend the fame. ^ ' 
Not that your heart can be snccessfnl here, • • • • 
Th’ already plunder’d need no robber fear : 

Nor sighs, nor charms, nor flatteries can move. 

Too well secur’d against a second love. 

Once, and but once, that devil charm’d my mind : ■ 
To reason deaf, to observation blind ; • : 

I idly hop’d ( what cannot love persuade ! ) . 

MyTonduess equal’d, and my love. repay’d; • . . 
Slow to distrust, and wiUing to believe, ' • 

Long hush’d my doubts, and did myself deceive : 
But oh ! too soon-^this tale would ever last ; / 

Sleep, sleep my wTongs, and let me think ’em past. > 
For you,' who mourn within counterfeited grief, 

And ask soholdly like a begging thief. 

May soon some other nymph inflict the pain, 

You know so well with cruel art to feign . 

Tho’ long yon sported have'with Cupid’s dart. 

Yon may see eyes, and yon may feel a heart, i. 

So the brisk wits, who stop the ev’ning coach, 
Langh at the fear which follows their approach ; . . 
With idle mirth and haughty scorn despise 
The passenger’s pale cheek, and staring eyes : 

But seiz’d by justice, find a fright no jest, ' 

And all the terror doubled in their breast. 
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• AN ELEGY 

ON Maa; THOMPSON* 

_ t 

TJnhamt fair! by fata) love betray’d! 

Must then thy beauties thus untiniely fade F 
And all thy blooming, soft, inspiring charms. 
Become a prey to death’s destructive arms ? 

Tho’ short thy day, and transient like the wind , 
How far more blest than those yet left behind ! 

Safe in the grave, thy griefs with thee remain j 
And bfe’s tempestuous billows break in vain. 

Ye, tender nymphs, in lawless pastimes gay, 

'Who heedless down the paths of pleasure stray, 
Tho’ long secure, with blissful joy elate. 

Yet pause, and think of Arabella’s fate ^ ' 

For such' may be your uneKpected doom,. 

And yonr next slnntbers lull you in the tomb* 

But let it be the-mnseo gentle care 

To shield from envy’s rage the mould’ring fair : 

To draw a veil o’er faults, she can’t defend ; 

And what prudes have devour’d, leave time to endt 
' Be it her part to drop a pitying tear, / - ' 

And monrning sigh'feround thy sable bier, • 

Nor shall thy woes long glad th’ ill-natnr d crowd, 
Silent to praise, and in detraction loud : 

When scandal, that thro’ life each worth destroys. 
And malice that imbitters all onr j oys. 

Shall in some ill-starr’d wretch find later stauos ; 
And let thine rest, forgot as thy remains. i 


\ . 



Digitize' 


■'1 


BY LADY MONTAGUE. 





llT ANSWER TO A LADY WHO ADVISED RETIREMENT. ' 


Yo V little know the heart that you advise j 
I view this various scene with equal eyes ; 

In crowded courts I lind myself aloue, ' 

And pay my worship to a nobler throne. 

Long since the value of this world 1 know, 

Pitv the madness, an<l despise the show. 

Well as I can my tedious part I bear. 

And wait for my dismission without fear. 

Seldom I mark mankind’s detested ways, , 

Not hearing censure, nqr.affecting praise ; ’ . 

And, unconcem’d, my future state l.trust 
To that sole being, merciful and just.' > 

. "T" ■ ■■ I I IIM IPI I m i I ■■ f I ■ I 

ON: the death 

OF Mrs. BOWES; 

Written ex~temyore on a card, in a great deal of company. 

(,December i4, I 724 -’)' 

H AIL happy bride, for thou art truly blest ! 

Three months of rapture, crown’d with endless rest. 
Merit, like yours, was hcav’n’s peculiar care. 

You lov’d — yet tasted happiness sincere. • 

To you the sweets. of love were only shewn, 

The snre succeeding bitter dregs unknown 
You had not yet the fatal chance deplor’d, 

The tender lover, for Ih’ imperious lord ; 
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^or felt the pain that jealous fondness brings ; 

N or felt the coldness , from possession springs. 
Above your sex, distinguish’d in your fate, 

You trusted — yet experienc’d no deceit ; 

Soft were your hours, and wing’d with pleasure flew ; 
No vain repenttince gave a sigh to you ; 

And if superior bliss heav’n can bestow. 

With fellow angels you en] oy it now. 


VERSES 

. ' s 

Written in a Garden. 

Sax how that pair of billing doves 
With open murmurs own their loves ; 
And heedless of censorious eyes 
Pursue their unpolluted joys : 

No fears of future want molest 
The downy quiet of their nest ; 

No int’rest join’d the bappy pair. 
Securely blest in Nature’s care, 

While her dear dictates they pursue : 
i*'or constancy is nature too. 

Can all the doctrine ofonr schools, 

Our maxims, our religious rules. 

Can learulng to our lives ensure 
Virtue so bright, or bliss so pure? 

The great Creator’s happy ends. 

Virtue and pleasure ever blends ; 

In vain the church and court have tried 
Th’ united essence to divide ; 

Alike they find their wild mistake, 

^ The pedaat priest,^and giddy raka.' * ’ 
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jl hymn to the moon, 

' Written, in July, in an arbor. 

Thou, silver deity of secret night, 

Direct my footsteps thro’ the woodland shade-; 
llioa conscious witness of unknown delight, 
The lover’s gnat'dian, and the muse’s aid ! 

By thy pale beams 1 solitary rove, 

To thee my tender grief confide ; 

Serenely sweet you gild the silent grove, 

My friend, my goddess, and my guide. ' 
E’en thee, fair queen, from thy amazing height,' 
The charms of young Endymion drew ; 
Veil’d with the mantle of concealing night ; 
With all thy greatness, and thy coldness too. • 


EPILOGUE (i) 

I 

VO Ms.rt, queek or Scots; 

Designed to be spoken by Mrs^ Oldfield. 

"W* HIT could luxurious woman wish for more, 
To fix her joys, or to extend her pow’r? 

Their ev’ry wish was in this Mary seen ; 

Cay, witty. youthful, beauteous, and a queen. 

Vain useless blessings with ill conduct j oiu’d . , 

( I ) Thh epilogue was intended for a play on ihe s' tin- 
of Mary, queen of Scots, which the duke of Vi Lanou 

9.0 
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Light as the air, and fleeting as the wind. 

Whatever poets write and lovers vow. 

Beauty, what poor omnipotence hast ihon ! 

QueenJ^ess had wisdom, council, poW’r, and laws 
How few espous’d a wretc|ied beauty’s cause . 

Learn thence, ye fair, more solid charms to prize. 
Contemn the idle flatt’rers of your eyes. 

The brightest object shines but while ’tis new : 

That influence lessens by familiar.view. 

Monarchs and beauties rule with equal sway ; 

A.11 strive to serve, and glory to obey ; • ^ 

Alike nnpitied, when depos’d, they grow— 

Men mock the idol of their former vow. ^ 

Two great examples have been shewn to-day, 

To what sure min passion does betray ; 

What long repentance to short joys is due; 

When reason rtiles, what glory does ensue ! 

.If you will love, love like Eliza then 
Love for amusement, like. those traitors, men. 

Think that the pastime of a leisure hour . 

She favour’d oft — rbut never shar’d her pow-’r. - 
The traveller by desart wolves pursu’d. 

If by his art the savage foe’s subdu’d, 

^hc w'orld will still the noble act applaud, 

Xho’ victory was gain’d by needful fraud. } 

Such is, my tender sex, our helpless case, 

Aud such the barb’rous heart, hid by the begging face, 

I 

\ 

began to write, but never finished. No part of the play 
how remains but these four lines ; 

/ f 

Sure were I free, and Norfolk were a prisoner, 

I’d fly with more impatience to his arms, 

, Than the poor Israelite gaz’d on the serjient, 

When life was the reward of ev’ry look. 

Walpole’s Catalogue, vol. P • i M • 
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By passioa fir'd, and not withheld by shame, 

They cruel hunters are ; we, trembling game. 

Trust me, dear ladies, ( for I know 'em well ) ^ 

They barn to triumph, and they sigh to tell : > 

Onel to them who yield, cullies to them that sell, j 
Believe me, 'tis by far the wiser coarse, 

Superior art should meet superior force ; 

Hear, but be faithful to yonr int’rest still : 

Secure your hearts — then fool with whom you will. 


A BALLAD. 


* • I r I 

• J* 


To the tune of The Irish Howl. 


1 . 

T . - . ' , . 

o that dear nymph, whose powerful name 
Does ev’ry .throbbing nerve inflame^ 

( As the soft sound 1 low repeat, ... 

My pulse unequal measures beat,) ♦ 

Whose eyes 1 never move shall see. 

That once so sweetly shin'd on thee ; 

Go, gentle wind ! and kindly bear ^ 

My tender wishes to the fair. 

Hoh,ho,ho^elc^ 


II. 

. . « • I 

*• 1 t 

.Amidst her pleasures let her know , 
The secret anguish of my woe, . , 

The midnight pang^ the jealous hell, ' 
Does in this tortur'd bosom dwell : 
While laughing she, and full of play, . 
Is with her young companions gay *; 
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Or hearing in some fragrant bo\v*r 
Her lover’# sigh, and beauty’s piow’r. 

Hoh,ho,ho, etc. 

ni. 

Lost and forgotten may I be ! 

Oh ! may no pitying thought of me 
Disturb the joy that she may iind, 

When love is crown’d, and fortune kind 5 
• May thait bless’d swain ( whom yet 1 bate ) 

Re proud of his distinguish’d fate J 
Each happy night be like the first ; 

And he be bless’d, as I am curs’d ! 

Hoh,ho,ho,etc. 

IV. 

While in these pathless woods I stray, ' ' 

Add lose my solitary way ; 

Talk <o the stars, to trees complain. 

And tell the senseless woods my pain : 

Rut madness spares the sacred name, ^ 

Nor dares the hidden Wound proclaim ; 

Which secret rankling, sure and slow , 

Shall close in endless peace my woe. 

Hoh, ho, ho, etc, 

*. 

V. 

< 

When this fond heart shall ake no more^ 

And all the ills of life are o’er ; 

( If gods by lovers’ pray’rs are mov'd. 

As ev’ry god in heav’n has lov’d ) 

Instead of bright Elysian joys, 

That unknown something in the skies, 
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In recompense of all my pain, 

The only heav’n I would obtain : 
May I, the gnardian of her charms. 
Preserve that paradise from harms. 

' ' Hoh,ho, ho', etc. 


Sor* 
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THE LOVER. 


.. y T f. ^ 

, “Ml ' t I . 1 K I l' j'i 

' - A BALLAD. ^ ' 


To Mk.'C- 


, u • I 


I. 


M '/f 


4 


• \ • 


A. T length, by so much importnnity press’d, 

Take, C — , at once the* inside of my breast. 

This stupid indifi’rence so often'yoti bltmie,' • 

Is not owing to natare, to fear, or to' shame; 

1 am not as cold as a v.rgin in lead, ' ' " ! . 

Nor is Sunday’s 'sermon so strong in my head r 
I know bnt too well how time flies along. 

That we live bnt few years, and yet fewer are young 


II. 




But I bate to be cheated, and never will buy 
Long years of repentance for moments of joy. 
Oh 1 was there a man ( but where shall I find 
Good sense and good nature so equally join d 
Would value his pleasure, contribute to mine 
Not meanly would boast, nor lewdly design. 
Not over severe, yet not stupidly vain ; 

Tor I would have the power, tho’ not give the 


0 ^ 


pain. 
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III. 


No pedant, yet learned; no rake-lielly 
Or laughing, because he has nothing to say * 
To all my whole sex obliging and free, 

Tet never be fond of any but me ; 

In pnblick preserve the decorum that’s just. 
And shew in hm eyes he is true to his trust; 
Then rarely approach, and respectfc^lly bow. 
But not fnlsomely pert, nor foppishly low. 


IV. 


/ 


Bnt when the long honrs of pnblick are past. 

And we meet with champagne and a chicken at last. 
May every fond pleasure that moment endear ; 

Be banish’d afar both discretion and fear i 
Forgetting or scorning the airs of the crowd. 

* He may cease to be formal, and I to be proud, 

’Till lost in the joy, we confess that we live, . 

And he may be mde, and yet I may forgive. . 

• V. . . 

And that my delight may 1% solidly fix’d. 

Let the friend and the lover be handsomely mix’d. 
In whose tender bosom my sonl may confide. 

Whose kindness can sooth me, whose counsel can 
guide. 

From such a dear lover as here I describe. 

No danger should fright me, no millions shonldbribe; 
But till this astonishing creature 1 know. 

As I long have liv’d chaste, I will keep myself so. 


Diai: 





BY LADT MONTAGUE, 3a; 

"^■nvfrr^. 

VI. ’ • ■ 

I never will sliiare with the wanton coqnet, 

Or be canght by a vain affectation of wit, ' 

The toasters and songsters may try all their art, 

But never shall enter the pass of my heart. 

I loath the lewd rake, the dress’d fopiing despise : ' 
Before such pursuers the nice virgin flies : 

And, as Ovid has sweetly in parable told, * • 

We harden like trees, and like rivers grow cold. 



THE LADY’S RESOLVE. 

I 


Written ex-tempore on a window. 

' • I t I 

* f _ 

HiLST thirst of praise, and vain deiire of fame. 
In ev’ry age, is ev’ry woman’s aim : ■ ' * 

With courtship pleas’d, of silly toasters proud. 
Fond of a train, and happy in a crowd ; 

On each poor fool bestowing some kind glance. 
Each conquest owing to some loose advance ; 

While vain coquets affect to be pursu’d, ' 

And think' they’re virtuous, if not grossly lewd ; 

Let this great maxini be my virtue’s guide: 

In part she is to blame that has been tried — 

He comes too near that comes to be denied. 




THE GENTLEMAN’S ANSWER. 

w B iL s T pretty fellows think a woman’s fame ' 
In ev’ry stale and ev’ry age the same ; 
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With their own folly pleas’d, the fair they toast. 
And when they lea'^t are happy , swear they’re most; 
No diff’renoe making ’twixt coquet ap.d pprude ; 

And her that seems, yet is not really lewd : 

While thus they think, and thus they Tainiy live, 
And taste no joys bat what their fancy give ; 

Let this great maxim he my action’s guide : . ' ^ 

May I ne’er hope, though I am ne’er denied; > 

Nor think a woman won, that’s willii^ to be tried. 3 


A MAN IN LOVE. 

L’homme qui ne se trouve point et ne se troavera j amais. 

, T H E man who feels the dear disease, 

Forgets himself, neglects to please ; 

The crowd avoids, and seeks the groves, . 

Aud much he thinks when much he loves; 
Press’d with alternate hope and fear,, 

Sighs in her absence, sighs when she is near. 
The gay, the fond, the fair, the young, , 

Those trifles pass unscmi along ; > 

To him a pert, insipid throng 3 

Blit most he shuns the vain coquet ; 

, Contemns her false affected wit. ' _ 

The minslrel’s sound, the flowing bowl 
Oppress and hurt the am’rous soul. 

’Tis solitude alone can please. 

And give some intervals of ease. - ■ 

He feeds the soft distemper there. 

And fondly courts the distant fair ; 

I'o halls the silent shades prefers^ 

Aud hates all other charms but hers. 


BY LADY MONTAGUE. So^ 

Whca thus your absent swam can do, 

Molly, you can believe him true. 


AIXECEIPt 

TO CURE THE VAPOUR^ . 

Written to Lady J— n'. 

I. 

W HY will Della thus retira, . 

\nd idly lan<;uisb bfe away ? 

While the sighing crowd admire, 

Tis too soon for hartshorn tea. 

I i. ^ 

All those dismal looks and fretting 
Cannot Damon’s life restore : 

Long ago the worms have eat him. 

You oan never see him more. 


Once again consult your toilette, 

In the glass yonr face review : 

$o much weeping soon will spoil it,, 
And no spring y out charms ren^. 


I, like you, was born a woman,' 

Well I know what vapours mean ; 
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The disease, alas ! is common ; 
Single, we have all the spleen^ 

^ V. 

All the morals that they tell na^ 
Never cur’d the sorrow yet ; 
Chase, among the pretty fellows. 
One of honour, youth, and wit. 

' \ 

VI. 

Prithee, hear him ev’ry morning, 
At the least an hour or two ; 
Once agaiu at night returning— 

I believe .the dose will do. 


THE FIFTH ODE OF HORACE 

IMITATJCn. 

IFor whom are now your airs put on, 

And what new beauty’s doom’d to be undone? 
That careless elegance of dress. 

This essence that perfnmes the wind. 

Your very motion does confess 
Some secret conquest is design’d. 

Alas ! the poor unhappy maid, i 

To what a train o-f ills betray’d ! 

What fears, what pangs shall rend her Breast ! 
How will her eyes dissolve in tears ! 

That now with glowing ]"oy is bless’d, 

Charm'd with the faithless vows she hear*- 


I 


/ 


/ 

BY LADY MONTAGUE. 3ii 

So the yoang sailor on the sammer sea^ 

Gaily pursues his destin’d way : 

Fearless and careless on the deck he stands 
Till sadden storms arise and thunders rolL 
In vain he casts his eyes to distant lands ; 

Distracting terror tears his tim’rous souJ* • 

For me, secure I view the raging main ; 

Past are my. dangers, and forgot my pain': 

My votive tablet in the temple shews 
The monument of folly past ; 

I paid the bounteous god my grateful vows, 

Who snatch' d from ruin, sav’d me at the last. 


FAREWELL TO BATH. 

HTo all you ladies now at Bath, 

And eke, ye beans, to you. 

With aching heart, arid wat’ry cycji, 

I bid my last adieu/ 

Farewell, ye nymphs, who waters sip 
, Hot reeking from the pnmp«. 

While musick lends her friendly aid , 

To cheer you'from the dumps. 

% 

Farewell, ye nymphs, who prating staufl, 
And criticise the fair ; 

Yourselves the joke of men of sense, 
Who hate a coxcomb’s air. 

* « 

Farewell to Deard’s, arid all her toys, 
Which glitter in her shop. 

Deluding traps to girls and boys, • 

The warehouse of the fop. 
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Lindsay^s and Hayea's both farewelly 
Where, in the sjMciouii hall. 

With bounding steps, and sprightly air, 

I'Te led up many a balji. 

Where Somerville of courteous mien, 

Was partner in the dance, 

With swimming Haws, and Brownlow blithe. 
And Britton pink of Trance. 

Poor Nash,farew'ell ! may fortune smile, 

Thy drooping soul revive ! 

- My heart is full, I can nO more — 

John, bid the ccacbman drive. 


TO CLIO, 

Occasioned by her verses on Friendship . 

X, Clio, pond’ring o’er thy lines 1 roll, 
Dwell on each thought, and meditate thy soul, 
Methiuks 1 view thee, in some calm retreat, 

1<'ar frpm all guilt, distraction, and deceit ; 

Thence pitying view, the thoughtless fair and gay. 
Who whirl their Lives in giddiness away. 

U'hence greatly scorning what the world calls great, 
Contemn the proud, their tumults, po.y’r,aud state. 
And deem it thence inglorious to descend 
J*'or ought below, but virtue and a friend. 

How coin’st tbou fram’d so diff’rcnt from thy son, 
Whom trifles ravish, and whom trifles vex? 
Capricious things, all flutter, whiiii and show. 

And light and varjiug as the winds that blow. 

'iu Kiuiuour, sense, to love, to frleud*hlp Liiud, 


3i3 


BY LADY MONTAGUE. 

To flattVers fools, and coxcombs only kind ! 

Say wh«nce those hints, those bright ideas came, 
That warm thy breast with friendship’s holy flame f 
That close thy heart against the joys of yonth, 

And ope thy mind to all the rays of tmth. 

That with such sweetness and sach grace unite. 

The gay, the prudeut, virtuous, and polite. 

As heav’n inspires thy sentiment divine, 

■ May heav’n vouchsafe a friendship worthy thiue ; 

A friendship^ plac’d where ease and fragrance reign, 
Where nature sways us, and no laws restrain. 
Where studions leisure, prospects unconfin'd, 

Aaid heav’nly musing lifts th’ aspiring mind. 

There with thy friend, may years on years be spent, 
In blooming health, and ever gay content ; 

There- blend your cares with soft assuasive arts. 
There sooth the passions, there unfold your hearts ; 
J oiu in each wish, and warming iflto love. 

Approach the raptures of the blest above. 


A caveat to the fair sex. 

Wx„ and servant are the sami^ 

But only differ in the name ; 

For when that fatal knot is tied. 

Which nothing, nothing can divide ; 

When she the word obex has said. 

And man by law supreme is made. 

Then all that’s kind is laid aside. 

And notWng left but state and pride ; 

Fierce as' an Eastern prince he grows, 

And all his innate rigour shows ; 

Then but to look, to langh, to speak, 

Will the nuptial contract break. 

^7 
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Like mutes, she signs alone must make, 
And never any freedom take : 

But still be govern’d by a nod, 

And fear her husband as her god : 

Him still must serve, him still obey, 

And nothing act, and nothing say , 

But what her haughty lord thinks fit, 
Who, with the pow’r, has all the wit. 
Then shun, hh ! shun that wretched state. 
And all the fawning flatt’rers hate : 

"Value vonrselves, and men despise ; 

You must be proud, if you U he wise* 


' \ ' A S O N G. 

. . M ' »| 

Dai-R Colin, prevent my warm blushes. 

Ah ! how ean I speak without pain ? 

My eyes haveuft told you juy wishes : , — . 
Ah ! can’t you their meaning explain? 

My passion Would lose by. expression,; .) 

And, you too might cruelly blame. 

Then do not expect a confession 
Of what IS too tender to name. 

Since yours is‘the province of speaking, 

AVhy should yon expect it from me P 

Our wishes should be in 6nr keeping, 

Till you tell ns what they should be. 
Then quickly whv don’t yon discover ? 

t)i(f your heart feel such tortnre as mine^ 
I need not tell oyer and over 

Y^hat 1 .in my bosom confine. 

TIIEtNU. 
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NOTES. 

Ao> 5 , ///I. 6. O. S . : old style. Tlie reform made 
in the calendar by pope Gregory XIII, about the year 
i58a, did not take place in England till 175*. The 
English, before that time, dated^tflr letters accord- 
ing to the Jnlien, or old style. I ' 

• P‘ 7 y *0. Villa: a small conntry house : mai- 
son de plaisance. 

• Ihid,' L % 6 . Hyde-Park : a park adjoining to 
London^ much frequented by persons in carriages or 
on horseback. The Mall, the principal walk in St. Ja- 
mes’s park, near'rhe king’s palace, in London. ' 

- -P* What d’ye call him, etc. : the bnffoon 

who amuses the populace at fairs. ■ •• 

P. 16, /. 3. Mrs. BJackacre j* a character' in' 
Wicherl^’s comedy of the Plain Dealer, like Chi- 
€oneau in the Plaideurs of Racine, 

P. aa, /. 9. By a Latin, French, and English 
poet : o/*<?rtf, and Dryden; ’ 

P. a3, /. 10, Collier': an ecclcsiastick, who fTToto 
a severe book against all dramatick performances. 

. P. a4, /. i5. May- day: the first of may is 'the 
l^blyday of the women who supply the inhabitants 
of London with milk. They nsed to dance before th^ 
doors of their customers, with large garlands on 
their heads. 

P. a6, /. a3. Groom of the stole: dame d’atours, 
P. a8, /. la. Virgil. . . .' See the fifth book of 
the AEneid. . , i, 

' P • ^ 9 -> ^ 7 - Ratafia... Lady M insifinate^ 

that old maids in England, to' comfort themselves' 
under the loss of their youth and beauty, had re-t 
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coarse to the use of strong liquors, such as ratafia, 

etc. ' ’ 

P. 4o, /. 8. Favorita : mat son de plaisahce of 
the eiuperor. 

P. 4a, /. 3 . Stoves : the inns or pnblick houses 
being usually wanned iu Germany by means of 
stoves. 

Ibid. 1 . a6. Sign-post painter: painters': wha 
on the signs they are employed to paint, represent 
so ill the animal they intend, that they are obliged 
to write the name nndemeatb. 

P. 48, /. i6. Young prince:. Frederick, father of 
the present king of England. He was bom in 1708, 
and died in fjSi.* 

P. So, /. ‘37. Mrs. Salmon: the most fomoua 
artist at that time for making figures in wax, but all 
ao like to each other, that the dress alone distinguish- 
ed the king from the queen, etc. 

P. 60, 1 . a. Moneses: a character in Rowe’s 
tragedy, called Tamerlane. 

P. 74, L 8. Roman hand: the common charac- 
ter used in printing. Perhaps, however, lady M. 

means round handy {lettre bdtarde) the usual form 
of the letters in writing. r . - . 

P. 79, /. 3 . Riding-dress : Ama^sone. . ^ 

Ib. 1 . 1 5 . Guiuzel: in this and in some other 
places, the tnrkish words are printed according to the 
corrections made by a gentleman perfectly acquainted 
with that tongue. 

r- >P. 80,/. 9.'.; Jervas: an. eminent pwtrait-pain- 
ter, celebrated by Pope. . ^ 

P. 83,/. I. Greek-street : a street in T.>ondon, 
ohi/edy inhabited’ by the French protestants, who 
took refuge in that town after the revocation of the 
edict of Nantes. ' - . • • -t . 

Ibid. 1 . i 5 . Melibeus : see Virgil, eel. z. 


NOTES. 3i, 

P. 83, /. 3i." Mr. Whiston ; an English divino 
who rendered himself remarkable by some partlcn^ 
lar tenets in religion. 

P. 97. /. I. Indian houses; shops opened at 
that time chiefly for the sale of merchandize impor> 
ted from the East-Indies, and were probably found 
convenient for the meetings of lovers. 

P. 99, /. ao. Boughs, vows : a rhyme frequently 
adopted by young writers of pastoral poems. 

P. io3,/. 2. Broad Yorkshire and Somersetshire; 
the provincial accent of persons bred in those 
counties. 

Ibid’. 1. 3. Drawing-room in this and other 
parts of these letters, the drawing-room means the 
room in which the king receives his courtiers; eqiii« 
▼alentto what was formerly called lever. 

P. ia3, /. ao. Bladder and string : a vulgar ins* ' 
trument formed by a string stretched along a broom* 
stick, to which a bladder serves us a bridge, like the 
'chevaltt d'tin 'violori. Marrow bones and cleavers, 
a rough mnsick played by butchers, by striking a 
bone against the blade of their cleaver. ' 

Ibid. 1: a4‘. - Mrs. Robinson: a famous singer 
at the opera, married afterwards to the earl of Pe- 
terborough. ... 

P. 160, /. ao. ' May I die, and all my years bo 
yours : the same thought is happily expressed in 
the following distich : 

Imraatora peri : sed to, felicior, annos 

■ Tive tuos, conjux optime, vive meos. 

• » • * 

Yiterally in-English : ' ' 

. I • . < 

. ^ 4 

.^hort Is’ my life: a happier fate be thine ; 

Live tliy own day?, dear yonth, live also mine. 
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f 

Ps L i6. Chelsea: a small Tillage^ onrtli# 
banks of the Thames, not far from London; and 
indeed may now be almost considered as part of that 

town. . 

_ • • \ 

P. 167, /• 16. PanVs charch: the cathedral of 
London, dedicated to St. Paul. 

P. 168,/. 37. New Exchange : this building wfa 
pulled down about sixty years ago. 

P. X 78 . /• 8. To ^ve au estate, etc. Many rich 
Englishmen, for want of , any known heir of their 
own family, have left their estates to strangers, on 
condition of their adopting the name of the testator* 

P« ai4 , 4 i 3 . Mrs. O — ^d ; Oldfield : at thattime 
a very celebrated actress. t 

^ P. a22, /. 6. 1715... 1716... From the xst of 

January to the 2 5 th of march, the dates of the old 
and new year were . generally used; the year, ac- 
cording to the old style, beginning on, ^e 2 5 th 
of march. 

P. 223 *, /. 25 . Chalk and charcoal: there is a 
disorder incident to young persons,, which gives 
them a depraved appetite for chalk, etc. . ,, 

P. 225,/. 2-3. October, port, claret: beer brewed 
in October, Portugal wine, and Bourdeanx wine. 

P. 233, /. 29, A — n... T — 1... Addison and Tlc- 
' kel, who had a design to translate Homer in opposi- 
tion to Pope. 

P. 23 q, /• 32 . RaphaeTs cartoons,: seven of those 
famous sketches were then at the king’s palace, at 
Hampton court. 

P. 240, /. 27. Wicked wasp at, Twickenham ; 
Pope, who lived in that village, and with whom the' 
writer of these letters had then quarrelled. See bet 
poems, at the end of this volnme. 

P. 2.67, /. ( 3 ,* Drawing-room: see note, line 


NOTES. Sig 

P. /• 6. Lion: Italian operaa, on their first 
introdnction on the theatre of London, consisted 
very ranch in pantomime, in which ii^ild beasts and 
birds were represented, and were necessary’ to the 
conduct of the piece. The novelty of such scenes at- 
tracted many people. The lion to which the poetess 
alludes is the subject cf the paper, n°. x 3 , in the 
Spectator. 

P, 275, /. a 3 . Many ladies of fashion, at the 
time when these letters were written, had French 
waiting women, who were all Alademoiselle. 

P. 276, /. a. Bassette : a game at cards, then 
lunch in vogue. Alpieii^ Septleva^ etc. were terms 
used in that game. 

P. 377, /. 17. Equipage: a small case of instrb* 
inents, called in French nicessaire, made by Ma- 
thers, a famous toyman. 1 

Ibid. /. a8. Corticelli: a famous toyman. 

P. 278, 1 . 19. Cosins: a famous stay-maker. 

P. 279, /. 1 4. Mechlin cravat: a cravat trimmed 
with lace, made in that country. 

Ibid. /. a 3 . Groom-porter’s: le premier por- 
tier de la cour, who, at that time, kept a lipensed 
gaming-table. 

Ibid. 1 . 34. Marybone: a little village in the 
snburbs of London, where men of quality amused 
themselves at bowls and other games. ' 

' P. a8o, /.II. Knocker: almost all the doors in \ 
London, that open to the street, have knockers 
( marteaux ), instead of bells. The footmen pride 
themselves qn their agility in knocking to announce 
the arrival of a visitor. 

P. a8a, /. 17. Harry keeps her box: those who 
retain places in the boxes at the playhouses send a 
servant, at the opening of the doors, to keep the 
places allotted for them. 

0 
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' ■ JP. «S3, /, ^«. Lilly : a f«moqs perfaiD 9 r;|jMot<‘ * 
t«ax: a' dealer in lodia»wgoods. * * “* y. 

t P. /. i4> Timon : the duke of Ghandoia> - 
V / 'Jbid. I ,. Canons J a raaguiiicent ^OB^ntrys. * 

‘ jhooto built by- the doke of' Chandois, about three 
• It^agues from Ldpdou, and totally der^troyed a few 
y<Mrs after.hift death and the park let to different 
^ ^'farmers. ^ ' . . . • 

, ‘ P. 3o*9, Lt^. ' Hartshomc^ bsprit de.come dt 
"* eerf: some drons of >vhich were taken with tea, . 

and considered as’a prerentvve of the vapours. . . 

^ P, ill ^ »6. . Deard : wife of an eminent to.^an 

Lath. *^*‘ 1,1 ^ « 

P,‘iin^ i. . 1 . .Lindsay and^ Hayes; propnetors 
of the hall-rooms* ‘ • , ■ * 

^Jbid, /..p. Nash* master of the ceremonies at 
halls, concerts, etc.'ti’m which ofliee he had such au- 
th^prity that he waa-not oyly regarded as arbiter ele- 
fantias^ hut asd^iskto|f,f6r(|the pol|^ce o(^ l^ath. 
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S. Lamwik. 
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